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PREFACE. 

IN making felcdlions for the following work, a preference has 
been given to the produ<Stions of American genius. The Compiler, 
hoAvever, has not been wholly confined to America ; hut has extradt- 
ed from approved writers of dilFerent ages and countries. Convinc- 
ed of the impropriety of inflilling falfc notions into the minds of 
chil('» n, he has not given place to romantic fi<5tion. Although mo- 
ral eflays have not been ne|;le<^ed ; yet pleafing and intcrefting fto- 
rics, exemplifying moral virtues, were judged bed calculated to en- 
gage the attention and improve the heart. Tales of love have not 
gained admifHon. 

The Compiler pled'^es himfelf, that, while this book contains no- 
thing ofFenfive to the moft rigid moralift, neither a tooni nor a fenti* 
ment {hall be found, which would ^ raife a blufli on the check of 
modcfty." 
' In the arrangement of pieces, the ufual order has not keen obftrv'- 
^d. But with dtfign to render it more entertaining to children, di- 
alogues, orations, hiflorical anecdotes, &c. with the different kinds of 
reading in profe and vcrfc, are vaiioufly iuterfpcrfed through the 
whole work. 

For the conveniency of large claflcs, the feveral pieces arc divid- 
ed into paragraphs of a moderate length; the utility of which, thofe 
convetfant in the inflrutEfcion of youth will readily difcover. Inftruc- 
tors are afTured, that the inconvcnicncy arifing from the frequent 
alterations in the ditFercnt editions of Ichool>books will never be ex- 
iv:rier;ged jn^this. 
^IreXJom^^ i9 f^r n-dflf ^i^iing .to c-llablifli the merits of this, 



hy laa1{tiTgK)b]e(S^iocr8*t6 of}{^<{{erformances Improvement ha» been 
his objc^; ,H<^w_far he fias ~ 



ru(fceeded, a candid public will decide. 
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Bingh 
W^" didrtiSl, has depofitcd in this ofEce, the title of a book, the 
right whereof he claims as Author, in the words following, to wit : 
"The American Preceptor; being a new fe.lc<Stion of IcfTons for rea- 
ding aiid fpeaking Defigned for the nfe of Schoi>l8. By Caleb Bing- 
ham, A. M. Author of the Columbian Orator, Child's Companion, &c. 
"Train up a child in the way he fliould go." 

In conformity to the a<a of the Congrefs of the United States, en- 
titled * An A<a for the encouragement of Learning, by fecuring the 
copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprietor* 
.of fuch copies during the times therein mAitioncd," and alio tc an 
a<ft, entitled " An AvSl fupph mcntary to an A<a, entitled an Adt for 
the eneouragemcnt of Learning, by ftcuring the copies of Maps, 
Charts, and Books, to the authors and proprietors of inch copies, du- 
ring the times therein nicntioncd, and cxtendinj; the benefits thereof 
^ to the arts of Dcfigning, Engraving, and Etching, HiAorical and oth- 
er Prints;' W1L1.IAM S. SHAW, 

^j^ C/crJt' of tU JDhtrict of Mauacbutctts, 
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G£N£RAL Directions for Reading and 

Speaking j 

Extracted f&om Blais.*s Lectures. 

X H£ firft objedl of a reader or a fpeaker, iSf 
to be clearly underftood by his heaters. In order for thisy 
it is necefTary ^t he (hould pronounce his words diftinft- 
ly and deliberately ; that he (hould carefully avoid tlie two 
extremes of uttering either too fd^^ or too flow ; and that 
his tone of voice ihouM be perfectly natural. 

jl A reader or fpeaker (hould endeavor to acquire a 
perfefl command of his voice ; fo as neither to Run his 
hearers by pitching it upon too. high a key ; nor tire their 
patience by obliging them to liden to founds which are 
fcarcely audible. It is not the loudeft fpeaker, who is al- 
ways the bed Underftood ; but he who pronounces upon 
tbat key which fills the fpac& occupied by the audience. 
That pitch of voice which is uCod in ordinary converfatio.i, 
is ufually the beft for a public fpeaker. 

3. Early attention ought to be paid to tlie paufcs ; but 
the rules for ihefe are fo indefinite and arbitrary, and fo 
difficult to be comprehended^ that long experience is ne- 
ceffary in order to acquire a perfe(ft kno vledge of their ufe» 
With regard to the length of the feveral paufes, no precifc 
rules can bs given. This, together with the variety of tones 
which accompany them depends much upon the nature of 
the fubjeft. 

4. Perhaps nothing is>of more importance to a reader 
or fpeaker, than a proper attention to accent, emphafiSf 
and cadence. Every word in our language, of more than 
one fyllable, has, at leaft» one accented fy liable. Fhis fyl- 
lable ought to be rightly known, and the ivord fhould bei 
pronounced by the reader or fpeaker in the fame manner 
as be would pronounce it in ordinary converfation. 

A 2 



6 THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 

5 By emphafis, we diftln^uifli thcfe wordh in a fenteuce^ 
which .ve eftrem the nioH impr.runt* hj hvinfr a gicter" 
firtfs of v<jrce upon them than we do upon the crhers. 
And it is fu: pnfing to obiei ve how the fenie of a phrafe 
ma) be altered by v.iryir-T tlie empLafis^ i he follt)wing 
example will ferve as an illuflration. 

6 This flion qucftion, " Will yru ride to town to- 
day ?" may be uncierftood in *'^ur diiFerent way?, and, con- 
fequemly niay receive four different .anfwers, according to 
the plucing^ of the emphafis 

7. If it be pronounced thus ; Will you ride to town to- 
day I the anfw^ may properly be, no ; I (hall fend my fon. 
If thus ; Will you ri-Ie to town to day ? Anfwer, no ; I 
intend to walk. Will yoti ride to toitn to day ? No ; I 
fhall ride into the country. Will you ride to town io-Jay ? 
No ; but 1 fnall to morrowr. 

8. ITits fhows how necefTary it is that a reader cr 
Ipeaker (hould know where to place his emphafis. And 
the only rule for this is, that he (Indy to attain a jull con- 
ception of the force and fpirit of the fentiments "which he 
cl«ll7crs. There is as great a difference between ore who 
lays his emphafis properly, and one who pays no regard to 
iti cr places it wrong, as there is between one who plays on- 
an inftiument with a maflerly hand, and the mod bungling- 
performer. 

9 Cadence is the reverfe of emphails. It if a depref- 
ilon or lowering of the voice ; and commonly falls upon the* 
laft fyllable in a f^ntence It is varied, howevtr accord- 
ing to the fcnfe. When a qut:ftion is wfked. it i^ldom falls 
upon the laft word ; and many ibntences require no cadence 
at all. 

I o In addition to what has been faid', it is of great im« 
portance to attend particularly to tones ard geftures. To 
almoft every fentrment we utter, more efptcially, to every 
ftrong emotion, nature has adapted fome peculiar, tone of 
voice. A.rd we may obferve, th^t every man* when he is 
much in earneft in common difc nr<e when he is fpe-tking 
on fnme fubjed which int^reds him nearly, has an eloquent 
er perfuadve tone and manner 

IX. If one were to tell another that he was very angry, 
et very muth grieved, m a tone which did not fuit ijDcfa 
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emotions, inftead of being believed he would be laughed at. 
The beft diredlion wliich can be given, is, to copy the prop- 
er tones for expreflfina^ every fentiment from thofe which 
nature dictates to u^^ in converfation with others. 

1 2. With refpedl to gefture, the few Tallowing hints 
way be of fome ftrvice. When fpeiklng in public, one 
ihould endeavor to preferve as much dignity as poflSble in 
the whc'le attitude of the body. An ere<Sl poRure is gene- 
rally to be chofen ; ftanding firm fo as to have the fulled 
command of all his motions. Any inclination, which is 
ufed, ihould be forwards towards the hearers, which is a 
natural exprtflTon of earnednefs. 

13. As for the countenance, the chief rule is, that it 
Ihould correfpond with the nature of the difcourfe ; and 
when no particular emotion is ezprefTed, a feiious and man- 
ly look is always the beft. The eyes ihould never be fixed 
dofe on any one objed, but move eaiily round upon the. 
whoVe audience. 

i 4. In the motions made with the hands coniifts the 
chief part of^ gefture in fpeaking. The right hand ihould 
be ufed more frequently than thfi left. Warm emnionft 
demand the motion of both hands correfponding together. 
All the geflures (h'>uld be free and eity. Perpendicular 
movements with the hands, that is, in a (Iraight line up ^d 
down, are feldom good. Obligue motions are, in general^ 
ih? moft graceful 

15. Motions made with the hands ihould |>roceed 
rather from the ih^ulders than from the elbows ; for they 
appear much more eafy. Too I'udden and nimble motions 
fhould be avoided Earpednefs can be fully expreffed 
without them. Above all things, a Tpeaker ihould guard 
agaiaft affedtation, which is always difgudful. 



Select Sentences. 

X I ME is more valuable to young people thatf 
to any others. They ihould not lofe an hour in forming; 
their t-iile, their manners, and their minds ; for whatever 
they are to a certain degree at eighteen} they will be more 
or lefs fo all the reft of their lives. 
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z. Nothing can be of greater fervice to a young max| a| 
who has any degree of underdanding, than an intimate ^ 
converfation with one of riper years, who is not only able r 
to advife, but who knows the manner of advlfing. By this 
mean, you can enjoy the benefit of the experience of age ; 
and that, at a time of life when fuch experience will be of ' 
more fervice to a man, than when he hAs lived long enough 
to acquire it of himfelf. 

3. The kindneifes, which moft men receive from other?, 
are like traces drawn in the fand The breath of every paf- 
fion fweeps them away, and they are remembered no more. 
But injuries are like infcriptions on monuments of brafs or 
pillars of marble, which endure, unimpaired, the revolu- 
tions of time. 

4. View the proves in autumn, and obferve the coni- 
fiant fucceiHon of falling leaves $ in like manner the gene- 
rations of men filently drop from: the Aage of life, and are 
blended with the duft from whence they fprang. 

5 Perfeft happinefs is not the growUi of a terreftrial 
foil ; it buds in the gardens of the virtuous on earth, but 
blooms with unfading verdure only in the celedial regions. 

6. He who would pafs the latter part of his life with 
honor and decency, muft, when he is young, confidef that 
he (hall one day be pld ; and remem{)er, when he is old, 
that he has once been young. 

7. He who governs his paflions does more than he who 
commaifds arn^iies. Socrates, being one day offended with 
his fervant, faid, " 1 would beat you if I were not angry." 

8. We too often judge of men by the fplendor, and not 
by the merit of their anions. Alexander demanded of a 
pirate whom he had taken, by what righc he infeded the 
feas ? By the fame right, replied he boldly, that you en* 
flave the world 1 am called a lobber, becaufe I have on- 
ly one fmallirefrel ; but you are (lyled a conqueror, becaufe 
you command great fleets and armies. 

9 Beauty, as the flowery bloflom, foon fades ; but the 
divine excellencies of the mind, like the medicinal virtues of 
the plant, remain in it when all thofe charms are withered. 

10. There are two confiderations which alwpys embit- 
Wt the heart of an avaricious man ; the one is a perpetual 
thirft after more riches ; the other, the profpe^ of leaving 
what he hath already acquiri^d. 
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f I. There cannot be a more glorious objedt in creation, 
than a human being replete with benevolence, meditating; 
in what manner he may render himielf mod acceptable to 
his Creater, by doing mod good to his creatures. 

13. A man fhould never "be afhamed to own he hat 
been in the wrong ; which is but faying in other Word4» 
that he is wifer to-day than he was yefterday. 

13. Knowledge will not be acquired without pains and 
application, it is troublefome digging ior deep, pure 
waters ; but when once you come to the fpring, they rite 
up und meet you. 

14. The moft unhappy eSt€t of fafiiionable politeneis 
is* that it teaches us the art of difpendng with virtues 
which it imitaj.cs. Let us be educated to cherifh the prin- 
ciples of benevolence and humanity, and we (hall have po- 
litenefs enough, or Oiall iland in no need of it. 

15. If we (hould not have that which is accompanied 
by the graces* we (hould have that which befpeaks die 
ho'ne(^ man, and the good citizen^ We (hould ftand in no 
need of having recourfe to the fali'ehood of appearances. 

16. Man is the only being endowed with the power of 
laughter, and perhaps he is the only one who deferves to be 
laughed at. 

f 7. it is the great privilege of poverty to be happy uiw 
envied, to be healthful without phyfic, and fecure without 
a guard ; to obtain from the bounty of nature, what the 
great and wealthy ar.e compelled to procure by the help of 
artifts, and the attendance of flatterers and fpies. 

18. Prudence ]«.a duty which we owe oui Selves, and if 
we will be fo much our own enemies as to neglect ir, we are 
(lot to wonder if the world is deficient in diCcharging ilieir 
duty to us ; for when a man lays the foundation of his o^'n 
ruin, others, too often, are apt to build upon it. 

19. .There are no principles but thofe of religion, to be 
depended on in cafes of real dldrefs : and thefe are able to 
encounter the worll emergencies, and to bear us up under 
all the changes and chances to which our lives are fubjedl. 

20. Riches without chirity are worth nothing. They are 
a bleding only to him who makes them-.a blefliag to others. 

1 1 . The tongue of a viper is lefs hurtful than that of 
a ilanderer ; and the gilded fcal.^^ «^f a rattlefnake, lef; 
dreadful than the purfe ef the oppredbr. 
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2 2. As benevolence h rhe mod fociable of all the vir- 
tues, Co h is of the largell extent ; fox there' is not any snana 
either fo great or fo little, but he is yet capable of giving^ 
and of receiving benefits. 

23. When ihou doeft good, do it because it is good $ 
nor hccv.ufe men efteem it fo. When thou avoideft evil,, 
flt-e from it bccauie it is evil ; not becaufe men fpeak 
a^rainft it. Be honeft for ihe love of honefty, and thou 
(halt be uniformly fo. He^ who doth it without principle 
is wavering. 

24. Wiih rather to be reproved by the wife, than to be 
applauded by him who hath no under (landing. When 
they tell thee of a fault, they fuppofe thou canft improve ; 
the other, when he praifeth thee, thinketh thee like uiito 
himfelf. 

1$. Set not thy judgment above that of all the earth ; 
neither condemn as falfehood, what agreeth not with thine 
own apprehenfion. Who gave thee the power of deter- 
mining for others ? or who took from the world the right 
of choice ? ^ 

26. How many things have been rejeded, which now 
are received as truth 1 how many, now received as truths* 
will in their turn be defpifed ? Of what then can man be 
certain ? 

27. An immoderate defire of riches is a poifoh lodged 
in the foul. It contaminates and dellroys every thing which 
was good in it. It is no fooner rooted. there, than all virtue^ 
all honeily, all natural affedlion, fly before the iace of it. 

28. Drunkennefs is but voluntary madnefs ; it embold- 
ens men to do all forts of mifchiefs ; it both irritates wick- 
ednefs and difcovers it ; it does not merely make men vi- 
cious but fhows them to be fo. 

29. Every man ihonld rhind his own bufinefs ; for he, . 
who torments himfelf with other people's good or ill for- 
tune, will never be at reft. 

30. 1*0 fet about acquiring the habit of meditation and 
(ludy late in life, is like getdng into a go cart with a grey 
beard, and learning to walk when we have loft the u(e of 
our legs. In general > the foundation of a happy old a?e 
mufl be laid in youth ; and he who has not cultivated his 
reafon young, will be utterly unable to improve it whea oldi 
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> Endeavdt to be fir ft in your profeflion« and let no 
,0 before you in doing well. Ne^erthele*: vjo not envy 
nerics of another ; but improve your own talents. 

Never reveal your fecrets to any, < xcept it be au 
1 their in«ereft to kee^'them, as it is yoiiM. they fhould 
:pc. Lntruft only thyfelf, and thou canft not be be* 
d. 

. Glory hke a (liaidow, flieth him who purfueth it ; 
t followeth at the heels of him who would fly from it. 
ou court it without merit, thim (K'^ltncvet attain unto 
f thou deferve it* though thou hide thyfelfy it will nev- 
rfake thee. 

• Furfue that which is honorable* do that which is 
; and the applauie of thine own confcience will be 
t joy to thee than the (bouts of millions, who know 
hat thou delerveft them. 

Love labor. If you do not want it for fo^d, you 
for phytic. The idle man is more perplexed to know 
to do> than the indudrious in doing what he ought, 
e are few who know how to be idle and innocent. By 
X nothing we learn to do ill. • . 

. Honor thy father with thy whole heart, and forget 
he forrows of thy mother. How canft thou recom« 
i them the things which they have done for thee. 
. Itisamaxkofa depraved mind, to fneer at decre* 
Id age, or to ridicule any one who is deformed in his 
n or lacketh underllanding. Who maketh one to dif* 
om another. 

The merciful man is merciful to his beaft ; and he 
cnkes pleafure in tormenting any of God's creatures, 
ugli ever fo inferior, ought to be baniflied from humaa 
'y, and ranked among the brute^. ' 

/VdmoniOi thy friend ; it may be he hath not done 
nd if he hath, that he do it no more. Admonifh thy 
d ; it may be he hath not faid it ; or if he hath, that 
peak ic not again. Admoniih a friend; for many 
» it is H (l.inder ; and believe not every tale. 
. Be not forward in leading the converfation. This 
igb to the oldeil perfon in company. Difplay your 
ing" oi ly on- particular occafions. Never oppofe the 
on of another, but with great modefty. 
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41. On all occafions avoid fpeaking of yourfelf if p 
h\e Nothing that we can fay ourfelves will varnifb lui 
fe€ts or add luftre to our virtues ; on the contrary, it 
•ften n)?ke the former more vifible, and the latter obfc 

4-2. Without a friend, the- world is but a wilden 
A man may have a thoufand intimate acquaintances^ 
not a friend among them all. If you have one friend tl 
yourfelf happy. 

45. There is but one way of fortifying the foul ag: 
all gloomy prefages and terrors of the mind ; and tba 
by fecuring to ourfelves the friendfhip and protedion of 
Being who difjpofes of eveats, and governs futurity. 



A Hint to Parents. 



I 



.T is to be wifhed that parents would conif 
whtit « variety of -circumftances tend to render the evil 
ports of their children, rei'pefting their teachers, falfe 
exaggerated. 

2. They jndge haftily, partially, imperfe6lly, and 
properly, from the natural defers and-weaknefs of their ; 
They, likewife, too often intentionally mifreprefent thi 
They hate thofe who reftrain them ; they feel refentn 
fez corre^ion ; they love change ; they love idlenefs, 
tke indulgencies cf their home. 

3. Like all human creatures^ they are apt not to k: 
when they are well, and to x:omplain. Let parents 1 
confiderthefe things impartially, and be cautious of aipei 

N|he charader, and difturbing the happinefs of thofe 
may probably deferve thanks rather than ill ufage ; w 
office is at beft full of care and anxiety ; and wbon it 1 
terrupted by the injudicious inter ierence or complaint 
the parents^ becomes intolerably burdenfome 

4. If a father fiifpeA his confidence tCi have been 
pl'^ced, it is beO to withdraw it immediately, without a 
cation and without reproaches. It would alfo be an e: 
lent method of confulting their own peace, and the wel 
of their other fcholars, if mafter.*- made a ruje to exc 
from their fchools the children of thole parents whe 

fUffaHfy difcontented* 
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5. I have often heard old and experienced inftrndors 
declare} that the whole, bufineis of managing a large fchool) 
and training the pupiU to learning and Tirtuei was noihinp; 
in comparifon with the tronhle which was giren by whim- 
Ileal} ignorant, and difcontented parenu. 



On the Duty of School-Boys. 

QuiNTlLl AN fiiys, that he has included almofl 
all the duty of fcbolars in this one piece of advice which he 
gives thena ; to love thofe who teach them, as they love thcr 
unencet they leaf n of them « and to look upon them as fa- 
dierst from vhom they derive not the life of the body, but 
that inftrudtion which is in a manner the life of the foul. 

2. Indeed this ientiment of affeflion and refpeA fufiices 
to make ihem apt to learn during the time of their ftudiesy 
and full of gratitude all the reft of their lives. It feems to 
sne to include a great part of what is to be expe^ed from 
them. 

3. Docilitfi which eonfids in fubmkting to dodtrinesy 
in readily receiving inftrudions of their mafter, and re- 
ducing them to prance, is properly the virtue of fcholarS} 
as that of matters is to teach well. 

4. The one can do nothing without the other. As It Is 
oot fufficient for a laborer to fow the feed, unlefs the eartli, 
after having opened its bofom to receive it, in r. manner 
varms and moiftens it : (6 likewife the whole fruit of in- 
Arudion depends upon a good correfpondence between tlie 
matter and the fcholars. 

5. Gratitude for thofe who have labored in our educa- 
ipoDf is the chara^er of an honett man, and the mark of a 
Bood heart. Who is there among us, fays Cicero, who 
oas been inftruded with any Care, and is not higlily de- 
lighted with the fight, or even the bare remembrance of 
hu pneceptorS} and the place where he was taught and 
brought up i 

6« Seneca exhorts yoUiig men to preferve always a great 
reiped for their teachers, to whofe care they are indebted 
£at the amendment of their faults, and for having imbibed 
femimeots of honor and probity* 
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7. Their exadnefs and fererity difpleafe fometimesy at 
an age when we are not in a condition to judge nf the ob- 
ligations we owe them ; but, when years have ripened our 
underftanding and judgment* we then diicem, thar what 
made us diflike them, is exadly the very thing which fhould 
make us efleem and love them. 



The History of Joseph abridged. 

Israel loved Jofeph more than all his childrea, 
becaufe he was the Ton ot his old age ; and he gave him a 
coat of many colors. But when his brethren faw their fa- 
ther's partiality to him, they hated him, and would not 
fpeak peaceably unto him. And Jofeph dreamed a dream » 
and he told it to his brethren* 

2. Behold, he faid, we were binding (heaves in the 
field ; and Lo ! my fheaf arofe and flood upright ;. and 
your (heaves ftood round about, and made obeifance to my 
(heaf. 'And his brethren faid unto him, Shalt thou indeed 
have dominion over us ? And they hated him the more for 
his dreams, and for his words. 

3. It happened that his brethren went to feed their fa- 
ther's flock at Dothan. And Jofeph went after his breth- 
ren ; but when they faw him afar off, they coilfpired againft 
him to (lay him ; and they faid one to another, We will 
tell our father that fome evil bead hath devoured him. 

4. But Keuben wiflied to deliver him out of their hands ; 
and he faid, Let us not kill him, but caQ him into this pit^ 
that is in the wildemefs. And they followed his counfel, 
and caft'him into the pit, which then contained no water. 

5. A company of Ifhmaelites from Gilead paffed by, 
at this time, with their camels, bearing fpicery, balm and 
myrrh, which they were carrying into Egypt. ^nd Ju- 
dah faid unto his brethren, Let us fell J.>feph to the I(h- 
muelites, and let not our hands be upon him, for he is our 
brother and our fle(h. And Jofeph was fold for twenty 
pieces of filver. 

6. And his brethren killed a ktd, and dipped his coat ta 
Ae blood thereof. And they brought it anto their father^ 



•. J. • 
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and faid, This have we found. And Jacob knew it ; and 
believing that Joleph was devoured by an evil beaft, he 
rent his clothes, and put fackcloth upon his loins» and rc- 
fufed Al comfort, faying, I will go down into the grave to 
my fon, mourning. 

7. Thus wept his father for him. But Jofeph was car- 
ried into Egypt, and fold to Potiphar, the captain of Pha* 
raoh's guard. And the Lord was with him, and profpered 
him ; and he found favor in the^ fight of his mafter. But 
by the wickednefs of Potiphar's wife, he was caft into the 
prifon, where the king's prifoners were bound. 

8. Here alfo the Lord continued to (how him mercy* 
and gave him favor in the fight of the keeper of the prifon. 
And all the prifoners were committed to his care ; amongft 
whom were two of Pharaoh's officers, the chief of the but- 
lers, and the chief of the bakers. 

9. And Jofeph interpreted the dreams of the king's fer- 
vancs ; and his interpretation being true, the chief butler 
recommended him to Pharaoh, who had dreamed a dreamt 
which Jofeph thus fhowed unto him. Behold there fhall 
come leven year^ of great plenty, throughout all the land 
of Egypt. And there fhall arife after them feven years of 
fsunme ; and all the plenty fhall be forgotten in the land of 
£g7pt) ^nd the famine fhall confume the land. 

10 And the king faid unto Jofeph, Forasmuch as God 
hath fhown you all this, thou fhalt be over mine houle ; 
and according to thy word fhall all my people be ruled^ 
And Jofeph gathered up all the food of the feven years, 
and laid up the food in flore houfes Then the feven years 
of dearth began to come, as Jofeph had foretold. 

1 1 But in all the land of Egypt there was bread ; and 
people from all countries came unto Jofeph to buy corn, be* 
canfe the famine was fore in all the lands. Now, amongft 
thofe who came, were the ten fons of Jacob, from the land 
of Canaan. 

1 2. And Jofeph faw his brethren, and he knew tliem» 
but made himfelf (irange unto them, and fpake roughly to 
them, faying. Ye are fpies. And they faid. Thy !ervant« 
are twelve brethren, the fons nf one man in the land of Ca- 
aaan ; and behold the youngefl is this day with our fatbei^ 
and one is not. 
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13. But Jofeph faid unto them. Ye fhall not go forth 
hence, except your youngeli brother come hither. Let one 
of your brethren be bound in prifon, and go ye to carry 
com ibr the famine of your boofes, and bring your young« 
eil brother unto me. 

14. And their confciences reproached them ; and thej 
faid one to another, We are verily guilty concerning onr 
brother, in that we faw the anguifh of his foul, when he 
beibueht us, and we wf uld not hear. Tiierefore is this 
dillreis come upon us. 

i5«i> And they knew not that Jofeph Bnderftood them» 
for lie fpake unto- them by an interpreter. And he turned 
himfelf about from them, and wept ; and returned to them 
again, and communed with them ; and took from them 
Simeon, anl bound him before their eyes. And they re- 
turned unto Jacob, their father, tn the land of Canaaui and 
told him all that had befallen them. 
. .16. And Jacob, their tather, faid unto them. Me ye 
have bereaved of my children. Jofeph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and. ye will take Benjamin away alfo. -But my Ton 
Ihall not go down with you ; for his brother is dead, and, 
he is left alone. If miichief befal him in the way in which 
ye go, then (hall ye bring down my grey hairs with for- 
iow to the grave. 

17. Sut the famine continued fore in the land ; and 
.when they had eaten up the corn, which rhey had brought 
out of l^gypt, Jacob laid unto them, Go again and bu> us. 
food. And ii it muft be fo, now take alfo your brother 
Benjamin, and ariie, and go unto the rnan. And they 
brought prefents unto Jofeph, and bowed themfelveh to him 
to the earth. ' 

18. And he aiked them of their welfare ; and faid, la 
your father well ? Is he alive ? And he lifted up his eyes 
and faw Benjamin his brother ; and he was moved with 
companion ; and he fought where to weep, and he entered 
his chamber and wept there. And he walhed his face, and 
went out, and refrained himfelf. 

19. Then he commanded the fteward of his houfe, fay- 
jng, fill the' men's facks with food, as much as they' can 
carry, and put my cup, the fdver cup, into the fack of Ben- 
jamin the youngeft. And the ftewsird did acQordiug to \i^ 
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orord that Jofeph bad fpoken. As foon as the morning waf 
light, the men were fent away, they arid their afles. 

20. But Jofeph commanded his fteweard to follow them, 
and to fearch their facks, and to bring them back. And 
when Judah and his brethren were returned into the city, 
Joieph laid unto them. What d:^ed is this ye have done i 
The man in whole hands the cup is fjund, (hdll be my fer- 
fant ; and as for you, get you in peace unto your father. 

2 1. But they (aid, Our father will furely die, if he feetfa 
that the lad is not with os ; and we (hall bring down the 
grey hairs of thy fervant, our fither, with forrow to the 
g^ave. THen J ifeph could not refrain himfelf before all 
chem that ftood by him ; and he cried, Caufe erery man to 
go out from me ; and there flood no man with htm, whilft 
Jolieph made himfelf known -unto his brf*ihren. 

22. And he wept aloud, and faid unto his brethren, I 
am /ofeph ; doth my father yet live ? And his brethren 
could not anfwer him, for they were troubled at his pref- 
enee. rind Jofeph faid to his brethren, Come near to me, 
I pray you ; and they came near. And he iaid, I am Jo* 
feph your brother, whom ye fold into iigypt. 

23. Now therefore be not grieved, not angry with your- 
selves, that ye fold me hither ; for God did lend me before 
you to fave your lives by a great deliverance, Hafte you, 
and go up to my father ; and fay unto him, Thus faith thy 
ion Jofeph, God hath made me lord over all Egypt- Come 
dowa unto me ; tarry not. 

24. /ind thou (halt dwell in the land of Gf>(hen ; and 
thou Ihalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all 
that thou haft, ^^nd there will I nourifb thee ; for yet 
there are five years of famine ; led thou and thy houiehold, 
and all that thou ha(t^ come to poverty. 

2$ ; \ nd behold your eyes fee, and the eyes of my broth- 
er Benjamin, that it is my mouth which ipeaketh unto you. 
And you (hall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and^ 
all which you have feen ; and ye (hall hafte, and bring 
down my father hither. 

26. And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and 
wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck Moreover, he 
kiiTedaU his brethren, and wept upon chem $ and after that« 

B2 
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« 

13. But Jofeph faid unto th€iin» Ye fhall not go forth 
hence» except your youngeli brother come hither. Let one 
of your brethren be bound in prifon» and go ye to carry 
com ibr the famine of your boofes, and bring your young« 
eil brother unto me. 

14. And their confciences reproached them ; and thej 
faid one to another. We are verily guilty concerning our 
brother, in that we faw the anguifh of his foul» when he 
beibu^ht us, and we wf uld not hear. Therefore is this 
dillreia come upon us. 

i5«i> And they knew not that Jofeph Bnderftood them» 
for lie fpake unto them by an interpreter. And he turned 
himfelf about from them, and wept ; and returned to them 
again, and communed with them ; and took from them 
tSimeon, ani bound him before their eyes. And they re- 
turned unto Jacob, their father, tn the land of Canaan» and 
told him all that had befallen them. 
. ,16. And Jacob, their tather, faid unto them, Me ye 
have bereaved of my children. Jofeph is not, and Simeon 
is not, and. ye will take Benjamin away alfo. -But my foa 
Ihall not go down with you ; fot his brother is dead, and, 
he is left alone. If miichief befal him in the way in which 
ye go, then (hall ye bring down my grey hairs with for- 
low to the grave. 

17. Sut the famine continued fore in the land ; and 
when they had eaten up the corn, which they had brought 
out of £gypt, Jacob laid unto them, Go again and bu> us, 
food. And ii it muft be fo, now take alfo your brother 
Benjamin, and ariie, and go unto the man. And they 
brought prefents unto Jofeph, and bowed themfelveh to him 
to the earth. 

18. And he aiked them of their welfare ; and faid, la 
your father well ? Is he alive ? And he lifted up his eyes 
and faw Benjamin his brother ; and he was moved with 
compaffion j and he fought where to weep, and he entered 
his chamber and wept there. And he walhed his face, and 
went out, and refrained himfelf. 

19. Then he commanded the fteward of his houfe, fay- 
jng, fill the' men's facks with food, as much as they* can 
carry, and put my cup, the filver cup, into the fack of Ben- 

jdjnia the youngeO,. An4 the ftswgjrd did acQOj:<Jiug to ^ho 
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word that Jofeph bad fpoken. As foon as the morning waf 
light, the men were fent away, they arid their afles. 

20. But Jofeph commanded his fteweard to follow them, 
and to fearch their facks, and to bring them back. And 
when Judah and his brethren were returned into the city, 
Joieph laid unto thein, What dr^ed is this ye have done ? 
The man in whole hands the cup is f^und, OidW be my fer- 
Tant ; and as for you, get you in peace unto your father. 
^ 21. But they faid, Our father will furely die, if he feeth 
that the lad is not with os ; and we (hall bring down the 
grey hairs of thy fervant, our f ither, with for row to the 
grave. THen J ifeph could not refrain himfelf before all 
chem that ftood by him ; and he cried, Caufe every man to 
go out from me ; and there (tood no man with htm, whilft 
Jolieph made himfelf known -unto his brf*ihren. 

22. And he wept aloud, and faid unto his brethren, I 
am Xofeph ; doth my father yet live ? And his brethren 
could not anfwer him, for they were troubled at his pref* 
enee. rind Jofeph faid to his brethren, Come near to me, 
I pray you ; and they came near. And he i'aid, I am Jo* 
feph your brother, whom ye fold into iigypt. 

23. Now therefore be not grieved, not angry with your- 
selves, that ye fold me hither ; for God did lend me before 
you to fave your lives by a great deliverancet Halle you, 
and go up to my father ; and fay unto him, Thus faith thy 
ion Jofeph, God hath made me lord over all Egypt- Come 
down unto me ; tarry not. 

24. And thou (halt dwell in the land of G^>nien ; and 
thou Ihalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, and thy 
children's children, and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all 
that thou halt ^^nd there will I nourifh thee ; for yet 
there axe five years of famine ; led thou and thy houieh^^ldf 
and all that thou halt, come to poverty« 

25 And behold your eyes fje, and the eyes of my broth- 
er Benjamin, that it is my mouth which ipeaketh unto you. 
And you (hall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and - 
all which you have feen ; and ye ihall hafte, and bring 
down my father hither. 

26. And he fell upon his bx other Benjamin's neck and 
wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck Moreover, he 
kifli^all bis brethren, and wept upon iU^m \ ^lA '^x.^x '^'^> 
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his brethren talked with him. And the fame thereof was 
heiird in Pharaoh's houfe ; and it pleafed Pharaoh well, 
and his lervants. 

27. And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, Invite hither thy 
father, and his honfehold ; and 1 will give them the good 
of the land of Egypt ; and they (hall eat the fat of the 
land. 

28 And the fpirit of Jacob was revived when he heard 
ihefe tidings ; and he laid, my Ton is yet alive ; I will go 
and lee him before 1 die And he took his journey, with 
all that he had. And Jofeph made ready his chariot, and 
went up to meer Ifrael, his father, to Gofiien ; and prefent- 
ing himfelf before him, he fell on his neck, and wept for 
fome time. 

29. And Jofeplf placed his father ,^ and his brethren, and 
gave theAi poifeffions in the land of Egypt, in the beft of 
the land, as Pharaoh had commanded. 

30. This mterefting (tory contains a variety of afFeding 
incidents; is related with the moft beautiful fimplicity ; 
auid fumiihes many important leffons for inftru<5lion. 

31. It difplays the mifchiefs of parental partiality ; the 
fatal effe(5ls of envy, jealoufy and difcord amongfl brethren ; 
the blefliDgs and honors with which virtue is rewarded ; 
the amiablenefs of forgetting injuries ; and the tender joya 
which flow from fraternal lore, and filial piety. 



A SHORT System of Virtue and Happiness* 

. 1 WILL fuppofe a virtuous young man forming 
in his mind the principles of his future condtift, and utter- 
ing the refult of his reflei^lfons in the following foliloquy. 

2. At the age when I am approaching to maturity of 
reafon, 1 perceive myielf placed in a world abounding with 
external objeds ; and 1 alfo perceive within me powers and 
paffions formed to be powerfully excited and aflFe^bed by 
ihem. I am naturally tempted to interrogate myfelf. What 
am I ? whence came 1 ? and whithei am I going ? 

3. With a view to fatisfy my own inquiries, I confidet 
•tbers who appear to be juft like znyfelf ^ I liften to tbe in* 
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Arudlton of thofe who have obtained a reputation for wif« 
-d<'m : and I exarnine, with ferious attention, the volumes 
ia which are written the words of the wife. 

4. The rfefult of the whole inquiry is a fincere convic- 

'tton, thdtT am placed here to perform /nan 7 duties ; that 

I originate from a fupreme Creator ; and that I am going 

on in the journey of life, to accomplifh fome ot his gracious 

purpofes at the dole of it, as well as in its progrefs. 

5 I divide my duty into three pares, according to the 
fuggeftioiib of my o^n reafon, and the inftrudton ot books. 
They coniift of the obligations A^hich 1 owe to myfelf, to 
others, and to Him, in whofe hands are both they and my- 
felf, the great Lord of the univerfe. 

6. With refped to myfelt, as 1 confifl of two parts, a 
body ^nd a mind, my duty to nliyleU again feparates itfelf 
into two correfpondentfubdivitions. My body is a machine 
curioufly organized, and eafily deranged by excefs and ir» 
regularity. 

7. When difturbed in its economy, it fubjefts me to 
pain, and difables me from all receifary and pleaiant exer- 
tion. I owe it therefore to mylelf, to tafte the cup, and 
partake the banquet, and gratify all my fenfes, no further 
than thofe limits which are obvioufly prefcribed by reafon 
and experience. 

8. 1 further learn from the religion of my country, that 
my body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. To pollute it 
with prefumpcuous tranfgreffion cannot but be blafphemy ; 
to devote myielf to gjuttony, drunkennefs, and debauchery, 
IS at once to deaden the growing energies of fpirirual life, 
and to weaken and deftroy the fubordinate, yet nectffary 
parts of me, my animal and material fabric ; it is to fhort- 
•n life, and to difable me from performing its duties while 
k continues. 

9. But I have alfo a mind capable of rifing to high im« 
proveinents by culture, and of fmking to a brutal flupidity 
by negleA. I will make ul'e of all the advantages of edu- 
cation. 1 will devote my hours cf leifure to reading and 
reflexion. 

10. Elegant letters, as well as ufeful fciences, fliall 
claim my attention ; for all which tends to polifh the mind, 
tends alfo to fweeten the temper, and to mitigate the remaiay 
tf natural ferocity. 
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II. My mind, su well as my body, is greatly concern 
in avoiding intemperance. Eating to excels cloud% 
brightuefs, blunts its edge, atid drags it down to all l 
grnfTnefs of materiality. Intemperate drinking not 01 
reHuces it^ at the time of its immediate influence, to a ft: 
of brutality, but gradually deliroys all its vigor. 

.12. The ienfual indulgencies in general, when they ; 
inordinate and exctiltve, debafe, corrupt, and brutali 
Their delights are traniient, their pains fevere and of lo 
duration 

13. Inftead then of rat>ning into the danger of temp 
tipQ, during the ardor of youth, I will fly from the confl 
in which my own paiHoas are (iire to fight again ft me, a 
will probably betray me to the enemy. 

y 14. I fee, indeed, thoufands purfuing pleafure, and p 
fefling to have found it in peri tdion in the haunts of 
bauchery. But I fee. them but for a little while. L 
the filly mfedl which Butters with delight around the tap 
they foon receive fome fatal injury in dietr minds, their p 
tons or their fot tunes, and drop into irrecoverable rum 

15. Alas! lam too much inclined to vice, from 
depravity of my nature, and the violence of my pafC* » 
I will not add fuel to the fire, nor increafe the violence 
that natural tempeft within me, which of itl'elf is fuffici 
to accomplifli my deftrudion« 

1 6. But at the fame time, I will not be a cynic. 1 
world abounds with innocent enjoyments. The kind C 
of nature intended that I (hi mid tafle them. But mode 
tipn is efTential to true pleafure 

17 My own experience and the experience of mank 
from their origin, has declared, that whenever ple^ifure 
ceeds the bounds of moderation, it is not only highly if 
rious, but difguftful In order to enjoy pleafure, I fee 
Siecefliry of pariutng fome bufinefs with attention. 

18 The victffi'ude is neceffary to excite an appetite ; 

E've a leliih. Nay, the very performance of bufinefs v 
ill and iuccefs, is attended with a delightful fatisfadli 
which few of the mofl boafted pleafnres are able to cor 
19. While I take care of myfelf, of my health, of 
improvement in. morals and undert^anding, I will not hur 
pridc^ or look down with fttferciliottiae& or ill naiore 
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thofe who MvCf ai^ it were, at random^ and who acknowL 
edge no other guide oi their condud^* but the fudden im» 
pufie pf a temporary inclination. 

20. With all my improvemenu and endeavours* I fliall 
till feel imperie^ions enough to humble me. Candor and 
humility are fome of the lealt fallible marks of found fenft 
and (incere virtue. I fliall have fufficient employment in 
corre^ing myfelf, nor ihall I prefume to cenlure othersy 
nnlers my profefiion or relative iituation render it my duty. 

21. My duty to myfelf is, indeed, intimately conneded 
with my duty to others. By preferving the faculties ot mj 
mind and body, and by improving them to the utmoft* I 
am enabled to exert them with effed in the fervice of foci* 
•ty. I am conneded with othets by the ties of confan- 
guinity and friendihipy iind by the common bond of parta- 
king in the fame humanity. 

22. As a fon» 1 fliali he tender and dutiful ; as a broth* 
cr» uniformly affedionate ; as a hufband^faithful and friend* 
ly ; as a father, kind and provident ; as a man, benevolent 
to men in whatever circumliances, and however feparated 
from me by country, religion, or government. 

23. But univerial benevolence miift not be an inadive 
principle. If it proceed not to real beneficence, I fear it 
will have more in it of oftentation than of fincerity I 
will then prove its fincerity by doing good, and removing 
evil of every kind* as far as my abilities allow me, and my 
influence extends. 

24. But before I pretend to generoflty, I will be ftrid- 
ly jaft. Truth (ball regulate my words, and equity my ac« 
tions. If I am engaged in a profeilion, I will do the du- 
ties of it ; if in mexchandize, 1 will take no advantage of 
the ignoranty nor debafe my chara<5ler, nor wound my con- 
fcience, for the fake of gain. 

25. In all my intercourfe with fociety, I will recoiled 
that heavenly precept of doing to others as I wifti they 
fliould do to me ; and will endeavour to obey it. I may, 
I certainly fliall oflFend from the violence of my pallions, the 
weakneis of my judgment, the perverfenefs of my will, and 
irom miftake and miiapprehenfion. 

26. But while 1 keep the evangelical rule in view, and 
fincerely labor to confcrm to it, I mall feldom commit fucb 
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•iFences againft others^ as will be either permanently of 
deeply injurious. 

27. With refpeA to my duty to my Creator, I derive 
an argument in favor of religion, from the feelings of my 
own bolom, fuperior to tht mod elaborate fubtleties of hu- 
man ingenuity. In the hour of diilrels, my heart as natur- 
ally flies for fuccor to the Deity, as when hungry and thirf- 
ty, 1 feek food and water ; or when weary, repofe. 

28. In religion I look for comfort, and in religion, I al- 
ways find it. Devotion fupplies me with a pure and ex- 
alted pleafure. It elevates my foul, and teaches me to look 
down with proper contempt upon many objedts which are 
eagerly fought, but which end in mifery. 

29. In this lefpedl, and in many others, it e£Feds in the 
befl and moft compendious method, what has b^en in vain 
pretended to by proud philofophy. And in feleding a 
mode or pecuhar fyilem of religion^ I fhall confider what 
that was in which my father lived and died. 

3c. I find it to havei)een the religion of Chrift. I ex- 
amine it with reverence, 1 encounter many difficulties ; 
but, at the fame time, I feel within me an intern-^tl evidence^ 
which, uniting its force with the external, forbids me t^ 
di(beJieve. 

.31 When involuntary doubts arife, I immediately ii- 
leMce their importunity by recolledting the weaknefs of my 
judgment, and the vain prefumpiion of haftily deciding oa 
the moft important of all objeds, againft luch powerful 
evidence, and againft the maj(;r part cf the civilized world* 

32. I will learn humility of the humble Jefus and grate- 
fully accept the beni'ficial dodtrines and glorious v*j8fers, 
which his benign religion reaches out to all who fmcerely 
feek him by prayer and penitence. 

33. in vain fhM the conceited philofophers, whom 
famion and ignorance admire, attempt to weaken my belief, 
ot undermine the principles of my morality. Without their 
aid, 1 can be fufficiently wicked and fufficiently miferable. 

34 Human li^e abounds with evil I will feek baliams 
for the wounds of the heart in the fwf ets of innocence, and 
in the confol^tions ot rei'gion Virtue, I am corivinced, 
is the nobleil ernameat of humanity, aad the fuurce ef the 
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fiibltmef^ and the fweeteft pleafure ; and piery leads to that 
pe^ce, y^hich the world, and all it pofT (Tt'Sy cannot bellow 

35. Let others enjoy the pride and pleafure ot being chill- 
ed philofophers. deifts, fceprics : be mine the real, unoOen* 
tatious qualitif's of the honeil humble, and charitable Chii(l 
tian NVhen the gaudy glories of f afhion and vain philoib* 
phy (hall have withered like a (horr-lived flower, finreie 
piety and moral honeliy (hall flourilhas the cedar of Leba* 
Qon. 

36. But 1 reprefs my triumphs. After all my improve- 
ments, and all my pantings for perfedion, I fhall ftill be 
greatly defedive. Therefore, to whatever degree of excel- 
lence I advance, let me never forget to fhow to others that 
indulgence which ray infirmities, my errors, and my volun- 

V tary mifcondudt, will require both from them, and from 
mine, and their .Almighty and mod merciful Father. 



The Chii-d trained up for the Gallows. 

Is any father fo unnatural as to wi(h to have his 
fon hanged, let him bring him up in idlenefs, and without 
putcing him to any trade. Let him particularly inure him 
to fpend the Lord's day in play and diverfion, in (lead of 
attending on public woffhip ; and inllead of in{lru6ting him 
on that day, in the principles of the Chriftian religion, let 
him rob a neight>ouring hen-rooft^ while the proprietor of 
it is gone to divine fervice. 

2. Aftoniftiing it is to fee fo many of our yonng people 
growing up without being apprenticed to any hufinefs for 
procuring their future livelibo<^d ! The Jews h»d a proverb 
•* That whoever was not bred to a trade, was bred ^or the 
gallows." Every muiTulman is commanded by the K'^ran 
to learn (bme handicraft or other ; and to this piecept,even 
the family of the grand Sign! or fo fir conform, as to leain 
as m (ch about the mechanifm of a watch, as to be able to 
take it in pieces, and put it together again. 

3 Are Chriftiitns the only people in the world, wha 
are to live ia idieaefti whea one of the injun^ions of the 
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decalogue u» to labour fix days in the week ? and an ifl* 
fpired apoftk has commanded us to work» under the exprefk ' 
penalty of not eating in default of it ? << This we command- < 
ed you," fayi he, ** that if any would not work, neither ] 
fliould he eat.'' ** Train up a child," fays king Solomon, 
** ia the way htjbonld go ; and when he is old he will not 
depart from it. 

4 But if you intend him for the gallows, train him up 
h the way he would go ; and before he is o\d, he will prob- : 
ibly be hanged. In the age of vanity, retrain him not 
^om the follies and allurements of it. In the age proper 
.'fin- learning and inftrudion, give him neither. As to cat- 
ecbifing him, it is an old faihioned» puritanical, ufelefs for* 
mality Never heed it, left his mind be unhappily biafled 
by the influence of a religious education. 

5. Mofes, indeed, after faying to the children of Ifrael^ 
" Thou flialt love the Lord thy God with all they heart» 
and with all thy foul, and with all thy .might," thought 
proper to fubjoin, ** and thofe words which I command 
thee this day, thou flialt teach them diligently unto thy 
children." But we know that Mofes did not intend thofe 
children to be trained up for the gallows. His advicei 
therefore, is not to the purpofe. 

6. Mine, which is immecUately dire^ed to the objedl in 
iriew, muft confequently be very dtfierent And paramount 
to any other dire^ion which J can pofiibly give, 1 would 
particularly advi(e, as an eflential part of the conrfe of this 
education, by which a child, when he arrives to manhood, 
is intended to make fo exalted a figure, that his parents 
fhould fuffer him every fabbath day, during fummer and 
autumn, to patrol about the neigLbourhoMli and to fteel as 
much fruit as he can carry off. 

7 To encourage him more in this branch of his educa* 
tion, in cafe the poor fcrupulous lad fliould fliow any com- 
pun6li(»ns of confctence about it, I would have his mother 
partake of the ftclen fruit ; aiid eat it with keener appetite 
than flie does any of her own, or her hu(b^nd's lawfully ac* 
quired earnings. For his further encouragement, bodi his 
parent^ (faould always take his part, whenever the proprie* 
Cor of the ftolen fruir prefers to them his complaint againft 
lum ; and by all means ref u& to cfaaftifehim for his thievery* 
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S. They Ifaould fay, " Where is the harm of taking sf 
little fruit ? The gentleman d»)es not want it all for hrs own 
ufe. He doubtlefs railed p<irc of it for poor people.'* This 
vill greatly fmooth hi:: way to more eztenfive, and more 
profitable robberies 

9. He will f(;on perfuade himfelf, that many rich men 
have more we^l h than they really want; and as they owe 
part of their affluence to the poor, upon the piinciple of 
charity, why (hfuld not the poor take their fhare without 
the formality of aA^ing confeni ? He will now become a 
diief in good earneli ; and finding it cafier, at leaft as he 
imagines, to fiipport himfelf hy theft than by honeft induf- 
tryy ne will continue the pra^ice until he is dcteded^ ap- 
prehended, convided, condemned, and gibbered. 

10. Then he will have exaftiy accomplifhed the deflin- 
ed end of hh education, and proved himfelf to have been 
an apt fcholar Under the gallows, and in his lad dying 
ipeech, he will fay, " Had my father whipped me for break- 
ing the fabbarh ; and had not my mother encouraged me 
to rob orchards, and gardens, and hen-roods on that holy 
day, I fhould not have been brought to this iguominious 
puniflrment. 

11. " But they have been the caufe, by encouraging 
tne in my early youth in the ways of fin, of this my awful 
cataftrophe, and probably of the eternal ruin of my immor- 
tal fr>ul" Parents, believe and tremble! and refolve to 
^ucate your children in oppofition to the gallows. 



Character of Fidelia. 



B 



EFORE I enter upon the particiilar parts of 
Fidelia's cbaradler, it is neceflary to preface that ftie is the 
only child of a decrepit father, whofe life is bound up in 
hers This gentleman has ufed Fidelia from her infancy 
with all the tendernefs imaginable ; and has viewed her 
growing perfeftions with the partiality of a parent, who 
U>on thought her accomplifhed above the childrtn i< Al 
Other men ; but never thought (he was come to the highefl^ 
improvement of which Ihe herfelf was capable. 

C 
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2. This fondnefs has had very pleafing eflpeds upon his 
own happinefs ;, for (he reads, fhe dartce^, ihe fmgs, ufes 
her fpinet and guitar to the utmofl peHe6ion. And the 
yoiing lady's ufe of all theie excellencies, is to divert the 
old man in his eafy chair^ when he is out of the pangs of a 
chronical diftexnper. 

3. Fidelia is now in the twenty-third year of her age ; 
but the application of many admirers, her quick fenfe of all 
that is truly elegant and noble in the enjoyment of a plenti- 
ful fortune, are not able to draw her from the (ide of her 
good old father. Certain it is, that there is no kind of af- 
le^ion fo pure and angelic, as that of a father to a daughter. 

4. Fidelia, on her part, as 1 was going to fay, as accom* 
pliihed as fhe is, with all her beauty, wit, air and mien, 
employs her whole time in care and attendance upon her 
father. How have I been charmed to fee one of the moft 
beauteous women the age has pToduced, kneeling to help 
on an old man's flipper ! Her filial regard to him is what 
(he makes her diverfion, her bufinefs, ai»d her glory. 

5. When flie was afked by a friend of her deceafed mo- 
ther, to admit of the courtfhip of her fon, fhe anfweied, 
that fhe had a great refpe^ and gratitude to hex for the 
overture in behalf of one fo near to her, but that, during 
her father's life, fhe would admit into her heart no value 
for any thing which fhould interfere with her endeavors to 
inake his remains of life as happy and eafy, as could be e^^* 
pe6:ed in his circumftances. 

6 The happy father has her declaration, that fhe will 
not marry during his life, and the pleafure of ieeing th-it 
refnlution not uneafy to her. Were one to paint filial af- 
fedion in its utmoft beauty, he rould not have a more live- 
ly idea of it than in beholding Fidelia lerving her father at 
his hours of rifing, meals^ and left. 

7. When the general crowd of female youth are confult- 
ing their glafles, preparing for balls, afTemblies, or plays ; 
for a young lndy, who could be legarded among the tore- 
inoft in thoie places, either for her pevfon, wit, fortune, or 
COPveTfatton, and yet contemn all thefe entertair mei ts, ico 
fweeten the heavy hours of a decrepit parent, is a refigna- 
tion truly heroic. 
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8. Fidelia performs the duty of a nurie with all the beau- 
ty of a bride ; nor does fhe negleft her perfon, becaufe of 
her attendance upon him, when he is too ill to receive com- 
pany, to whom the m*y make an appearance. 

9. Fidelia, who gives him up her youth, does not think 
it any great facrifice to add to it the fpoiling of her drefs. 
Her care and ex^dlnefs in her habit convince her father of 
the alacrity of her mind ; and (be has of all women the beft 
foundation for affecting the prnite of a feeming negligence. 

10. Thofe who think themfelves the pattern of good 
breeding, and refinement, would be aftonilhed to hear, tliat, 
in th;>ie intervals, when the old gentleman is at eafe, and 
can benr company, there are at his houfe in the mod regu- 
lar order, afTemblies of people of the htgheft merit ; where 
there is converfation without mention of the abfent, and 
the higheft fubjefts of morality treated of as natural and 
accidental difcourfe. 

1 1. All of which is owing to the genius of Fidelia, who 
at once makes her father's way to another World eafy, and 
herfeif capable of being an honor to his name in th'u. 



History of Jerusalem. 

According to Manetho, an Egyptian hif- 
tOTian, Jeruialem was founded by the (hepherds who inva- 
ded Egypt in an imknown period of aiuiqiiity. Accord- 
ing to Jofephus, it was the capital of Melchizedeck's king- 
dom, and built in honor of that prince, by twelve neigh- 
boring kings. 

2. We know nothing of it with certainty, however, till 
the time of king D ivid, who took it from the Jebufites, 
and made it the capital of his kingdom It was firft taken 
in the days of Jehoafti, by H:iz ^el, kmg of \fryria, who 
flew all the nobility, but did not deftroy ibeir city. 

3. It was after\vards taken by Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon, who deilroyed it and cirricd a'>'ay the inhab- 
itants. Seventy years after, permiffi )n was gran'ed by 
Cyrus king of Perfia to the Jews to rehuiltl their city, which 
was done; and it continued the capital of Judea till tke 
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time of Vefpafian, emperor of Rome, by whofe fon Titus k 
was totall) deftroyed 

4. It was, however, rebuilt by Adrian, and feemed 
likely to recover its former grandeur ; but it fl -urifhed for 
a (hort time only. When the empreis Helena, mother of 
Conftantine the great, came to vifit it, ihe found it in a 
mod forlorn and ruinous fituation. 

5. Having formed a defign of reftoring it to its ancient 
luflre, fhe caufed,. with a great deal of coft and iab' 1, all 
the rubbifli which had been thrown upon thole places where 
our Saviour had fuffered, been buried, &c to be removed. 

6. Jn doing this, they found the crofs on which he di- 
ed, as well as thole of the two mAlefaftors who fuffered 
"with him. She then caufed a magnificent churcii to be 
built, whicli encloiVd as many fcer.ei of our Saviour's fuf- 
ferings as could conveniently be done, 

7. This church, which ftands on mount Calvary, is ftill 
in good repair, being fupported by thtf don. a ions of pil- 
grims who are conftantly rerortir;g to it. Here is to be 
leen ourSavioux'sfepulchre, hewn out of a folicj rock ; and 
the very hole in the rock in which it is faid the loot of the 
crofs was fixed, with many other curicfu>es. 

8* On mount Moriah flood the celebrated temple of 
Solomon, which was feven years in buUding: and employed 
-Jia Jefe -than 163:300 men. The height of this, building on 
one iide was at lead 960 feet ; and the ilones employed a- 
bout the ramparts were, according to J fephus, 40 cubit« 
long, 12 thick, and 8 high, all of polifhcd marble, and (<> 
well joined as to appear like one folid mck- 

9. After the deftru^lion of this remple, it is faid that 
the emperor Julian attempted to rebuild it, in order to give 
the lie to Our Saviour's prophecy, namely that it ihouM be 
totally deftroyed without one' fcone's being left upon an- 
other. In this, however, he was defr-ated by earthquakes, 
fiery eruptions, &c. which deftroyed his materials, and kil- 
led many of his workmen. 

JO. At prefent, Jerufalem is but a poor, thinly inhabit- 
ed town, about three miles in ci'*cumf\.reTice, furrounded 
with mountains on all fides except the north, with ftcep 
afcents and deep v allies. 
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The faithful American Doo. 

/jLN officer in the late American army, on his 
ftation at the wellward, went out in the morning with his 
dog and gun in queft of game. Venturing too far from 
the garrilou, he >^as fired upon by an Indian, w^o was lurk- 
ing in the bufhes, and inftmtly fell to the ground. 

2. The Indian running to him, (truck him on the head 
with his tomahawk in order to difpatch him ; but the but- 
ton of his hat fortunvltely warding oflFthe edge* he was on- 
ly ilunned by the blow. With favage brutality he applied 
the fcalping knife, and haRened away with this trophy of 
his horrid cruelty, leaving the officer for de-id, and none 
to relieve or confole him, but his faithful dog. 

3. The affli<Eled creiture gave every expreffion of his 
attachment, fidelity and affedtion. He licked the wounds 
with inexpreffible tenderneis, and mourned the fate of his 
beloved mafter. Having performed every office which fym- 
pathy didated, or fag-icity could invent, without being able 
to remove his mafter from the fatal fpot, or procure from 
him any fignsof life, orhis wonted eipreffions of afifedlion 
to him, he ran oflp in queft of help. 

4. Bending his courle towards the river, where two meti 
were fifhing, he urged them by all the powers of native rhet- 
oric to accompany him to the woods The men were fuf- 
picious of a decoy to an ambufcade, and dared not ventiue 
to follow the dog ; who, finding all his c-ircffes fail, return- 
ed to the care of his miller ; and licking his wounds a fe- 
cond time, renewed all his tcndernefs ; but with no better 
fuccefs than before. 

5. Again he returned to the men ; once more to try 
his (kill in alluring them to his affift.ince. In this attempt 
he was more fucceisful than in the other. The men, 'eemg 
his folicitude, began to think the dog might have diicover- 
ed fome valuable game, and determined to hazard the con- 
fequences of following him 

6 Tranfported with his fuccefs, the affc^ionate crea- 
ture hurried them along by every expreffi n of ardor Pre- 
fentljr tbejr arrived at the fpot where b^\vo\d — ^2lXv qSrr.^ 

c 2 
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wounded, fcalpcd, weltering in his own gore, and faint with 
ihe Id's of blord 

7. Suffice it to fay, he was yet alive. They carried hin> 

to the fort, uhere the ftrft drelljngs were ler formed A 

fuppuration immediately took place, and be was foon con- 

, veyed 10 the hofpital at rMbany, where in a few weeks, he 

entirely recovered, and was able to return to his duty, 

8- This worthy officer owed his life, probably, to the 
fidelity of tKis fagacious dog His tongue, which the gen- 
tleman afterwards declared, gave him the moft exquifite 
pleafure, clariEed the wound in the moft eflPedual manner,k 
and his perfeverance brought that affiUaiure, without which 
he mud fnon have perifhed. 

9. " My dog, the truftieft of his kind» 
With gratitude inflames my mind ; 
I mark his true, his faithful way. 
And in my fervice copy Tray.'* 



Filial duty and Affection* 



Ti 



HE Stork is generally efteemed an em* 
ii\cm of filial love ; infomuch that it has ever acquired the 
same oi pious ^ from the juft regard it is faid to pay to adts 
l^f filial piety and duty. 

2. ^ StorkE live to a very advanced age ; the confequence 
•f which is, that their limbs grow feeble, their feathers fall 
off, and they are no ways capable of providing for their 
•wn food or fafety Being birds of pafTage, they are un- 
der another inconvenience alfo, which is,- that they are not 
able to remove themfelves from one country to another at 
the ufual feafon. 

3. In all the^e circumftances, it is reported, that their 
young ones affift them, covering them with their wings^ 
and nourifhing them with the warmth of their bodies ; even 
bringing them provifions in their beaks, and carrying them 
from place to place on their backs, or fupporting them 
with their wings. 

4« In this m inner they return, as much ai lies in their 
powcr^ the care which was beftowed on them when tbej 
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were young ones in die neft A ftriking example of filial 
piety infpired by inftin^ ; from which reafun itfelf needs 
not be a(]i:imed to take example. 

5. " Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Loid thy G»d givetb 
thee," was an exprefs commandment, and ihe only one to 
which a piomife was annexed Among the Ifraelices, the 
fl-ghiefl offence againll a parent was punilhed in the moft 
exemplary manner. 

6 Ceitainly nothing can be more juft or reafonable, 
tlian that we (hould love, honor, and fuccor thofe who are 
the very authors of our being, and to whofe tender care 
(under Heaven) we owe the continuance of it, during the 
helplefs (late of our infancy. 

7. Love, charity, and an intercourfe of good <^fiices» 
are what we undoubtedly owe to all mankind ; and he who 
omits them is guilty oi fuch a crime as generally carries it» 
punifhment with it. 

8. But to our parents, more, much more than all this, 
is due ; and, when we are ferving them, we ought to rcfledl, 
that whatever difficulties we go 'hrough for their fakes, we 
cannot do more ior them than ihey have done for us ; and 
that there is no danger of out over>paying the vail debt of 
gratitude they hav«^ laid us under. 

9. In fine, we fhould confider that it is a duty moft pe* 
culiarly infixed on by Heaven itfelf ; and, if we obey the 
command, there is no doubt but we ihall alfo receive the 
reward annexed to it. 



Th£ Bee. 



Ti 



HE Bee is a noble pattern of mduftryr and 
yrndence. She fettles upon every plant and flower, and 
makes the moft infignificaht, my, even the woft hurtful of 
them, ufefol to her pu'poie. Thus (be toils all the fummer, 
vhile the days are fair, in order to get a ftock. which (ha 
lays by to 'erve for winter, when the herbs and flowers are 
de;id, the trees deprived of their leaves^ and the weathcoc 
unfaToraUe* 
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2. Then the Bees retire to their hive, which is fnrmei 
like a little Itate, and governed by a qu^'en, who diCpenles 
juiiice to her fubje^s. It is laid they bury their dead, pun* 
ilh criminals, and drive the drones iV )m their hives. They 
kef p a regular order, whether in war or in peace ; and, as 
foon as their queen dies, appoint another to Cucceed her, 
and rule their little iiate, which may ferve as a pattern for 
a well ordered community. 

3. The Bee is one of the apteft emblems of induftry, 
and the art of extracting good out of evil, that can be found 
in nature, it is endued with an initin^, which juftly ex* 
cites our admiration ; and its perfeverance is an admirable 
example for the wifeft of us to follow. 

4. As the Bee, in the fummer, provides for itfelf that 
which may ferve for its fapport in winter, fo fhould we, in { 
the iummer of our days, take care to Uy in a ft ore of prof- 
itable virtues and good qualities, which may render us juft- 
ly admired in age, and enable us to fet a good example to 
|>oftexity. 

5. Like that induftrious infeA, likewife, we fhould leant 
to make every occurrence of life ferviceable to us ; frir no- 
thing is fo imall or minute but it may be made of ufe ; 
nothmg fo bad m nature, but we may draw frcm it ir»me 
profit or ihftrudion. And thus, by choofing the good, and 
avoiding the evil, we may purchase to ourielves peace here^ 
and the hopes of a brighter reward hereafter. 



On the starry Heavens. 

W HEN we furvey the whole earth at once, 
and the feveral planets Whfch lie within its nfighborh<)od» 
we are filled with a pleafing aitonifhment, to fee fo many 
worlds hinging one above another, and Aiding round their 
axles in fiich an amazin]^ pomp and folemnity. 

a< if, after this, we contemplate thofe wide fields of 
ether, that reach in height as far as from Saturn to the fix- 
ed ftars, and run abroad almoft to an infinitude, our ima» 
ginatinn finds its capacity filled with fo tmmeufe a profpeftt- 
a&d puts itielf upon the ftrctcfa to comprehend it. 
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3. But if we riie yet higher^ and coniider the fixed 
lars as £0 many vaft oceaas of flame, which are each of 
them attended with a different let of planets, and ilill diC> 
cover cew firmamentb and new lights which are funk far* 
ther in thofe unfathont^ble depths of ethtr, lb as not to be 
feen by the largell of our teleicopes, we are loil in luch a 
labyrinth of funs and worlds, and confounded with the lOfr* 
menlicy and magnificence of nature. 



Op Quken Mary and the Martyrs. 

jyiARY pofTefTed few qualities either eftima* 
ble or amiable. Her peilon was as little engdgini^ as her 
manner. And, amidH the complication of vices which en- 
tered into her compolition, obdinacy, bigotry, violence, cm* 
thy, we Icarcely find any virtue but fincerity ; unl^is we 
add vigor of mind, a quality which feems to have been in* 
herenc in her family. 

a. During this queen's reign, perfecution for religioa 
was carried to the moft terrible height. The mild counfeU 
of cardinal Pole, who was inclined to toleration, were over- 
ruled by Gardner and Bonnei } and multitudes of all con- 
ditions, ages and fezes, were c«)mmitted to the fl.imes. 

3. The perfecutors began wiih Rogers, prebendary of 
St. Paul's; a man equally dilVnguifbvia by his piety ard 
learning ; but whofe donitftic ficuation, it was'^hoped, would 
bring him to compliance 

4 He had a wife, v^hom he tenderly loved, and ten 
children ; yet did he continue firm in his principles. And 
fuch was his ferenity after condemM ition, thu ihe j.iilors, 
it is faid, awaked him from a found fl 'ep, when the hour 
of his execution approached Be fulFered at Smithtieid. 

5. Hooper, bflhnp of Gloucefter, was condemned at 
the fame time with Rogers, but was lent to his o^n di'>ce08 
to be punifiied, ii> order to (irike ihe greater terror into his 
flock. His conftancy at his death, however, h.'*d a very 
contrary eflfei^t. 

6 It was a* fcene of confolation to Hooper to die in 
their fight, bearing tcAitnony to that doflrlne which he had 
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formerly taught among them. And he continued to exhorty^ 
them, till his longue, iwoUen by the violence of his agonf^A: 
denird him utterance. "t: 

7 Ferrai, bilhop of St. David's, alfo fuflpered this terri- .:/, 
ble punilhment in his own ^i )cef*> ; and Ridley, bifhop of >> 
London, aiid Latimer, formerly biih.>p of Worcefter, two '[- 
prelates venerable by their years, their learning, and t'^eir im- 
piety, perifhed together in the fame fire at Oxford, fupport* ij 
ing each other's conftancy by iheir mutual exhortations. «i. 

8 Latimer, when tied to the (lake, called to his com- ■ 
panion, *• Be of good cheer, my brother ; welh.ill this day \ 
kindle fuch a flame in lingland, as I truH in God will nev- -^ 
er be exunguiftied." t. 

9. Sanders, a refpe^able clergyman, was committed to | 
the flames at Coventry. A pardon was offered him, if he ^ 
would recant ; but he rejected it with difdain, and em- ^ 
braced the ftake, faying, " Welcome, crofs of Chrift 5 | 
welcome, ever lading life !" ' 

10. Cranmer had lefs courage at fir ft. Terrified by the 
profpe6l of thofe tortures which awaited him, or overcome 
by the fond love of life, and by the flattery of artful men, 
who pompoufly reprefented the dignities to which his char*^ 
a^er Hill entitled him, if he would merit them by a recanta- 1 
tion, he agreed, in an unguarded hour, to fubfcribe to tfaa '^ 
do^rines of the papal fupremacy, and the real presence. 

11. Bui the court, no lefs perfidious than cruel, deter- »: 
mined that this recantation fliould avail him nothing ; that < 
he ihould acknowledge his en-ors in the church betore the *• 
people, and afterwards be led to execution. 

1 2. Whether Cranmer received fecret intelligence of 
their defign, or repented of his weakaefs, or both, is uncer- 
tain ; biir he furprifed the audience by a declaration, very 
different from what was expe<5\ed. 

13 After explaining ti's lenfe of what he owed to God . 
and his fovereig;n, ** There is one mi carriage in my life, 
faid he, of which, above all others, I O-verely repent ; and 
that is, the infincere declaration of faith, to which I had 
the weaknes to 'ubfcribe. 

14. " But I take this opportunity of atoning for tny 
error, by afincere and open recantation ; and am willing 
to feal wi h my blo<^d that d .<$tr'ne, which I firmly beliitve 
tp be communicated from heaven." 
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5* As his hand, he added, had erred, by betraytp^ his 
rt. it fhould fir it bt' punifhed by a I'evere, but jnli doitm. 

accordingly ft t etched it out, as f jon hs he can<e u> the 
:e ; and without diicovering, either by his l^cks r>r mo- 
is, the leaft.{ign of ae.tknei'^, or t ve«: feeling, he held it 
iie flames till it was entirely c< niumed. 
,6. His thoughts, tci uie (he words of an elegant and 
rned hiftorian, appealed lO be totally occupied in rtfledt- 
; on his fnrrner faults ; and he called alr»ucl leveral times, 
.^his hand has offended ! This wicked hand has offen- 
11" 
17. When it dropped off, he difcovered a ferenity in 

countenance, as if fatisfied with facri6cing to divine juf- 
? the tnftrument of his crime. And when the fire at- 
:ked his body, his foul, totally coUe^ed within itfel£^ 
^med fuperior to ev^^y external accident, and altogether 
icceffible to pain. 



Story of Logan, a Mingo Chief. 

In the fpring of the year 1774, a robbery and 
order were committed on an inhabitant of the frontiers 
"Virginia by two Indians, of the Shawanefe tribe. The 
fighboring whites, according to their cuftom, undertook 

puniih this outrage in a fummary way Colonel Crefap, 
man infamous for the many murders he had committed 
L thofe much injured people, colle^ed a party, and pro- 
dded down the Kanhaway in queft of vengeance. 

2. Unfoitunately, a canoe of women and cl'ildren, with 
le man only, was (een coming from the oppofite Ihore, un- 
oaed, and unfufpe^ing any hoftile attack from the wh>tes. 
refap and his party concealed themfelves on the bank of 
le river ; and the moment the canoe reached the (horei 
ngled out their objeAs, and, at one fire, killed every per- 
m in it 

3 This happened to be the family of Logan, who had 
mg been diftinguiftivd as the frif^nd of the whites This 
av^r^fii^.y return prov.ked his vero(*ncc' He according* 
' figiuUised hunfeli in the war which euiued. 
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4. In the autumn of the fame year, a deciGve battle w 
fought at the inouth of the Great Kanhaway, between t! 
eoUeded forces of the Shawanefe, Mingoes, and Delaware 
and a detachment of the Virginia militia. The India 
were defeated, and fued for peace. 

5. Logan, however, difdained to be feen among the fu 
pliants ; but, left the fincerity of a treaty (hould be diftruj 
ed, from which fo dillinguiflied a chief absented himfelf, ] 
fent by a meffenger, the following fpeech, to be deliven 
to Lord Dunmore. 

6. ** I appeal to any white man to fay if ever he enten 
liOgan's cabin hungry, and he gave him no meat ; if ev 
hi came cold and naked, and he clothed him not. Du 
ing the kft long and bloody war, Logan remained idle 
bis cabin, an advocate for peace. 

7. •* Such was my love for the whites, that my cou 
try men pointed as they paiTed by, and faid, Logan is t 
friend of whiie men. 1 had even thought to have lived wi 
you, had it not been for the injuries of one man. Colon 
Crefap, the laft fpring, in cold blood, and unprovoke 
murdered all the relations of Logaii, not even fparing n 
women and childrexx. ^ 

8. " There runs not a ^rop of my blood in the veii 
of any living creature. This called on me for revenge 
have fought it ; I have killed many ; I have fully glutt< 
my vengeance. For ray country, 1 rejoice at the beams 
peace ; but do not harbor a thought that mine is the j( 
of fear Logan never felt fear He will not turn on h 
heel to fave his life. Who is there to mourn for Logai 
Not one." 



Th£ aged Prisoner, released from th] 

Bastile. 

jNoWHERE elfe on earth, perhaps, has h 
man mifery, by human means, been rendered fo lafting, 
CdH-plete, or fo remedilefs as in that defpotic prifon, t! 
Baftile. This the following cafe may fuffice 10 evino 
the particulars of which are tt anilated from that elega 
and energetic writeri Mr. Merciert 
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l« The heinous offence which merited an imprifonment 
furpaffing torture, and rendering death a bleiling, was no 
more than fome unguarded exprefiionsi implying difrel'pcA 
towards the late Gallic monarch, Lewis iiitecnth. 

3 Upon the accf ffion of Lewis fixteenth to the throne, 
the minifters then in office, moved by humanity, began their 
admin iilration with an ait of clemency and jufticc. They 
infpedled the regiflers of the baftile, and fet nuny prifoners 
at liberty. 

4. Among thofe, there was an old man who had groan- 
ed in confinement for fortyfcven years, between four thick 
and cold (lone walls. Hardened by adverfity, which 
ftiengthens both the mind and conllitiition, when they are 
not overpowered by it, he had refifted the horrors of his 
long imprifonment with an invincible and manly fpirit. 

5. His locks, white, thin, and fcaitered^ had almoft ac- 
quired a rigidity of iron ; whilft his body, environed for 
to long a time by a coffin of (lone, had borrowed from it a 
firm and compact habit. The narrow door of his tomb, 
turning upon its grating hinges, opened, not as ufual, by 
halves, and an unknown voice announced his liberty, and 
bade him depart. 

6. Believing this to be a dream, he he fitated ; but at 
length rofe up and walked forth with trembling ileps, ama- 
zed at the fpace he ti averfed. The Itairs of the prifon, the 
halls, the court feemed to him vaft, immenfe, and almod 
without bounds. 

7. He flopped from time to time, and gazed around 
like a bewildered traveller. His vifion was with difficulty 
reconciled to the clear light of day. He contemplated the 
heavens as a new objeA. His eyes remained fixed, and he 
could not even weep. 

8. Stupified with the newly acquired power of changing 
his pnfition, his limbs, like his tongue, refufed, in fpite of 
his effv>ns, to perform their office. At length he got through 
the formidable gate. 

9 When he felt the motion of the carriage, which was 
prepared to tranfport him to his former habitation, he 
fcreamed out, and uttered fome Inarticulate founds; and as 
he could not bear this new movement, he was obliged te 
iiCeeai, Supported by a benevolent arm, he fought out 

D 
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towards the late Gallic monarch, Lewis filteenth. 
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adminiftration with an ail of clemency and juftice. They 
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at liberty. 

4. Among thofe, there was an old man who had groan- 
ed in confinement for fortyfeven years, between four thick 
and cold flone walls. Hardened by adverfity, which 
fbengthens both the mind and conditution, when they are 
not overpowered by it, he had refifted the horrors of his 
long imprifonment with an invincible and manly fpirit. 

5« His locks, white, thin, and fcaitered^ had almoG: ac- 
quired a rigidity of iron ; whilft his body, environed for 
lo long a time by a coffin of (lone, had borrowed from it a 
firm and compa^ habit. The narrow door of his tomb, 
turning upon its grating hinges, opened, not as ufual, by 
halves, and an unknown voice announced his liberty, and 
bade him depart. 

6. Believing this to be a dream, he hefitated ; but' at 
length tx>re up and walked forth with trembling (leps, ama» 
zed at the fpace he traverfed. The itairs of the prifon, the 
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without bounds. 
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like a bewildered traveller. His vifion was with difficulty 
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could not even weep. 

8. Stupified with the newly acquired power of changing 
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his e£Forts, to perform their office. At length he got through 
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9 When he felt the motion of the carriage, which was 

prepared to tranfport him to his former habitation, he 

Icreamed out, and uttered fome inarticulate founds; and as 

he could not bear this new movement, he was obliged te 

' dtefccnii. Supported by a benevdaat arm^ he fought out 



^bMrt.*! 



$8 THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 

the flreet where he had formerly refided ; he found it, but 
so trace of his houfe remained ; one of the public edifices 
occupied the fpot where it had (lood. 

lo* He now faw nothing which brought to his recol* 
tedion, either that panicular quarter, the city itfelf, or the 
obje^s with which he was formerly acquainted The houf- 
es of his neareft neighbors, which were frefh in his memo- 
ry, had afTumed a new appearance. 

II. In Tain were his looks direAed to all the obje^ 
around him ; he could difcover nothing of which he. had 
the fmalleft remembrance. 1 errified, he ftopped and fetch- 
ed a deep (igh. To him what did it import, that the city 
was peopled with living creatures ? None of them were alive 
to him ; he was unknown to all the world, and he knew 
aobody ; and whilft be wept, he regretted his dungeon. 

13. At the name of the Baftile, which he oUen pro- 
nounced and even claimed as an afylum, and the fight of his 
^thes which marked his former age, the crowd gathered 
around him ; curiofity, blended with pity, excited their at- 
tention. The moft aged aiked him many queftions, but 
had no remembrance of the circumftances which he reca- 
pitulated. 

1 3. At length, accident brought to his wgy an ancient 
domeftic, now a fuperannuated porter, who, confined to his 
lodge for fifteen years, had barely fufficient ilrength to open 
the eate. £ven be did not know the mafter he had ferved ; 
but infotmed him (hat grief and misfortune bad brought his 
wife to t)ie grave thirty years before; that his children were 
gone abroad to diftant climes, and that of all his relations 
and fi lends, none now remained. 

14. This recital was made with the indiflference which 
people difcover for events long paffed and almoft forgotten. 
Tlie miferable man groaned, and gi oaned alone. The crowd 
around, offering only unknown features to his view, made 
him feel the excefs of his calamities even more than he 
would have done in the dreadful folitude which he had left. 

15. Overcome with forrow, he prefented himfelf. before 
the minifter, to who^e humanity he owed that liberty which 
was now a burden to him. Bowing down, he (aid, ** Re- 
ftore me again to that ptifon from which you have taken me. 
J casAOt iurvive the lofs of mj neareft selattoas ; of my 
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friends ; and in one word, of a whole generation. Is it 
poOSble in the fame moment to be informed of this oniver- 
£il dellnidion and not to wi(h tor death ? 

1 6. *' This general mortality, which to others comes 
flowly and by degrees, has to me been inflintaneous, the 
operation of a moment. Whilfl fecluded from fociety» I 
lived with myielf only ; but here I can neither live with 
myi'elf, nor with thi^ new race, to whom my anguiih and 
delpair appear only as a dream." 

1 7. The minifter was melted ; he caufed the old domef- 
tic to attend this unfortunate perfon» as only he could talk 
to him of bib family. 

1 8. This difcourfe was the fingle confolation wliich he 
received : for he (hunned tntercourfe with the new race* 
born (ince he had been exiled from the world ; and he 
pafled his (ime in the midil of Paris in the fame folitude 
as he had done whilft confined in a dungeon for almoft half 
a century. 

19. But the chagrin and mortification of meeting no 
peribn who could fay to him, " We were formerly known 
19 each other/' foon put an end to his eziftence. 



Account of Columbus. 

1 O Chriftopher Columbus, a native of Genoa^ 
is defcrvedly afcribed the firft difcovery of America : an 
event, which opened to mankind a new region of fcience, 
commerce, and enterprife ; and (lamped with immortality 
the name of its projedlor. 

2« He was born in the year 1447. He early (howed 
a capacity and inclination for a fea faring life, and received 
an education which qualified him to purfue it. At the age 
of fourteen, he went to fea, and began his career on that 
element, where he was to perform exploits, which fhould 
aftonifh mankind. 

3. He mide a variety of vovages to almoft every part of 
the globe, with which any intftrcourfe w-^s then carried on 
by fea; and became one of the mod fkilful navigators in 
Europe. But his aflive and enterprifing genius would 
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.Aot (ufFer him to reft in the decifions, and tamely follow 
the irack of his predeceifors. 

4. It was the great obje^ in view ajt this time in EtU 
rope, to find out a paffage 67 fea to the £aft* Indies. The 
Portuguefe, among whom he now redded, (ought a new 
route to thefe deferable regionsy by failing round the fouth* 
era extremity of Africa, 

5. They had confumed half a century in making varE- 
ous attempts} and had advanced no further on the weftern 
&ore of Africa than jaft to crofs the equator, when Colum- 
bus conceived his great defign of finding India in the weft* 
The fphefical figure of the earth, which he underftood) 
made it evident to him, that Europe, AfLi, and Afirlcay 
formed but a fmall portion of the globe. 

6. It was an impeachment of the wifdom, and benefi- 
cence of the Author of nature, to fuppofe that the vaft fpacc^ 
yet unexplored, was a wafte, unprofitable ocean ; and it ap- 
peared neceffary, that there fliould be another continent is 
the weft to counterpoife the immenfe qusintity of land» 
which was known to be in the eaft. 

7. In the fea, near the weflern iflands, pieces of carveA 
wood, and large joints of cane had been difcovered ; and 
branches of pine trees, and the bodies of two men, with fea- 
tures different from the Europeans, had been found on the 
(bores of thofe iilands after a courfe of wefterly winds. 

^ 8. Thefe reafonings and fa^s, with fome others, con- 
vinced Columbus that it was pofiible to find the defired 
land by failing in a wefterly direction. He had a genius 
of that kind, which makes ufe of reafoning only as an ex- 
citement to adlion. No fooner was he fatisfied of the 
truth of his fyftem, than he was anxious to bring it to the 
teft of experiment ; and fet out on a voyage of difcovery. 

9. His firft ftep was to fecure the patronage of fome of 
liie confiderable powers of Europe, capable of undertaking 
fuch an enterprife. Excited by the love of his country, 
he laid his fcheme before the Senate of Genoa, offering to 
fail under their banners. But they, ignorant of the princi- 
ples on which it was formed, rejected it as the dream of a 
vifionary projector. 

I o. He next applied to John II. king of Portugal But 
hebeipg deeply engaged in profecutin^ difcoveries along the 
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^aft of Africa, was not inclined to tncourage the under- 
taking of Columbus ; yet he meanly fought to lob him of 
the glory and advantages of his I'cheme, by privately dif- 
patchmg a (hip to make a difcovery in the weih 

1 1. When Columbus was acquainted with this perfidi- 
ous tranfadion, he quitted the kingdom with indignationt 
and landed in Spain in 1484 Here, after feven years 
painful folicitation at court, and furmounting every obfta- 
cle, wh'ch ignorance, timidity, jealoufy, and avarice could 
lay before him, he obtained his requed ; and Ferdinand 
and if^bella, who then reigned together, agreed to be pat- 
rons uf his enterpiife. 

12. It was ftipulated between him and them, that hs 
fhould be admiral in all thofe iOands and continents he 
fhould difcover, and have the office hereditary in his fam- 
ily ; that he fhould be viceroy of the fame for life, and en- 
joy a tenth of all the merchandize which fhould bt* found. 

13. Three fm^ll veffels were fitted out and vidualled for 
twelve months, furnifhed with ninety men, and placed uiider 
bis command. With this little fieet he fet fail from PUos 
on Ftiday the 3d of nuguil, 1492 ; and taking a wellerly 
cbarfe, boldly ventured into the unknown ocean. 

14. He foon found that he had unforefeen hardfhips 
and difficulties to encounter from the inexperience and tears 
of his men. To go direftly from home into a boundlefs 
ocean, far from any hope of relief, if any- accident (h/uld- 
befal them, and where no friendly port nor human being 
were known to exift, filled the boldeft feamen with appre- 
henfion. 

- 15 " What greatly added to their terror, was a new and 
tztraordinary phenomenon, which occurred on the 1 4th of 
September. The magnetic needle varied from the pole* 
and Z9 they advanced, the variation, increased. Nature 
feemed to be changed ; and their only guide through the 
t;rackleis waters, to prove unfaithful. 

16 ."^ftei twenty days, the impatient failors began to 
talk of throwing their commander into the fea, and of re- 
turning home. Their murmurs reached his ears ; but hts 
fertile mind fuggpfted an expedient in every extremity. 
Bj ibothmgy fiattery, and artifice } bj inreatiog^reafons fer. 
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every uncommon appearance, and deceiving them m the 
fhip's reckoning, he kept them on (ixteen days longer. 

17. On the night of the nth of Odtober, he himfelf 
difcovered a light, which appeared to move ; and the next 
morning gave them the joyful fight of land. It proved to 
be the ifland Guanahana, one of the cluder called Baha* 
mas- Thus in the fpace of thirty -fix days, and the forty- 
fifth year of his age, Columbus completed a voyage, which 
he had fpcnt twenty years in projecting ; which opened to 
the Europeans a new world, and made the name of Colum- 
bus immonal. 

1 8. With tears of joy and tranfports of congratulatioDt 
the crews of the (hips fang a hymn of thankfgiving to God. 
After touching at fever al iflands, and leaving a fmall colony, 
he returned to Spain. On his return he was overtaken by 
a ftorm, which became fo furious that his deflrudlion feem- 
ed inevitable. The crews abandoned themfelves to delpair, 
and expefted every moment to be fwallowedup in the waves, 

19. In this extremity, he gave an admirable proof of his 
calmnefs and foiefight. He wrote a ftiort account of his 
voyage on parchment, enclofed it in a cake of wax, which 

^ he put into a tight cafk, and threw into the fea, in hopes 
that fbme fortunate accident would prefcrve a depofit of fo 
much importance to the World. The florm however fub- 
flded« and he arrived at Palos in Spain on the 15th of 
March, 1493. 

20- The populace received him with acclamations ; and 
the King and Queen, no lefs aftonifhed than delighted with 
his fuccefs, had him conduced to court with a pnmp fuita- 
ble to the event, which added fuch diftinguilh^d luRre to 
their reign. His family was ennobled ; and his former 
privileges and offices confirmed to him. 

2i. He oon failed on a fccond expedition to the new 
world, with a fleet of feveiteen (hips, having on board ■ 5c© 
people, and all things necefTiry f t edabllfhing plantations. 
After difcovering many iil.inds of the Weft Indies, and fub- 
mitting to every labor and vexation in attempting to fettle 
his colony, he returned to Spain in '498, to countera<5l the 
intrigues and efforts ot his enemies in the SpaniQi court. 

22, He made two more voy-^ges, in which he touched 
4rr jno/l parts of the Weft>i&^es, d\feo^vi:^ ^bft ^^tLvitxeat) 
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and coaftedon its fhores for 400 leagues. Bur the laft p^rt 
of his life was made wretched hj the perfecutions of bis 
enemies. 

25. Their pride and jealoufy could not endure that a 
foreigner (hould obtain fo hi^h a x:ank as to be viceroy for 
life, and have the office of admiral hereditary in his family, 
to the ezclufion of the Spanifh tiobles. They were, rhere^ 
fore, indefatigable in their endeavours to depreciate hit 
merits, and ruin his fortune. 

24. He was once carried home in irons ; and, tn viola* 
tion of gratitude, hamanity, and juftice, bafely deprived of 
all the offices and poiTttffions in the new world, to which 
be had a right by the folemn ftipulations of Ferdinand. 
When he returned from his laft voyage, in 1505, Queen 
Ifabella, his only friend and patronefs in the court of Spain, 
was dead. 

25. Worn out with ficknefs and fatigue, difgufted with 
the infincerity of his fovereign and the haughtinefs of his 
conrciers, he lingered out a year in fruitlefs foliciations for 
his violated rights, till death relieved himfiom.his Ibrrows. 
He ended his ofeful and adive life at Valladolid on the 2cth 
of May, 1 506, in the 59th year of his age. 

26. In the life of this remarkable man, there was nd 
deficiency of any quality, which can conftitute a great char- 
aAer. He was grave, though courteous in his deportment, 
circumfpeA in his words and adlions, irreproachable in his 
znorals, and exemplary in all the duties of religion- 

27. The court of Spain were fo juft to his memory, 
that, notwithftanding their ingratitude towards him during 
his life, they buried nim magnificently in the Cathedral of 
Seville, and erected a tomb over him with this infcription^ 

Columbus has given a new world to thb 

KINGDOMS OF CaSTILE AND LeON. 



G 



Columbia. 



lOLUMBIA, Columbia, to glory arifej 
The queen of the world and the child of the fkies ; 
Thy genius commands thee ; with rapture behold, 
WhiJe dge$ on siges thy fplendors \inlo\d. 
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• 

They reififti is the laft, and ihe nobled nf time, 
Moft fruiiful thy foil, moll inviting thy clime ; 
Let the crimes of the eaft ne'er encrunfon thy name, 
Be freedom, a^d Science, and virtue, thy fame. 

2. To conqueft and daughter let Europe afpire ; 
Whelm nations in blood* and wrap cities in fire ; 
Thy heroes the rights of mankind fliall defend. 
And triumph purfue them, and glory attend. 

A world is thy realm : for a world be thy laws, 
Enlarg'd as thine empire, and jiid as thy caufe ; 
On freedom's broad bdfis thy empire (hall rife, 
Extend with the main, and diiTolve with the ikies. 

3. Fair fcience her gates t<? thy fons (hall unbar, 
And the eaft fee thy morn hide the beams of her ftar ; 
Mew bards, and new fages, unrivall'd (hall foar 

To fame unextinguifh'd, when time is no more; 
To thee, the laft refuge of viitue defign'd^ 
Shall fly from all nations the be ft of mankind : 
Here, grateful to Heaven, with tranfport (hall bring 
Their incenfe, more fragrant than odors of fpring% 

4. Nor lefs fhall thy fair ones to glory afcend, 
And genius and beauty in harmony blend ; 

The graces of form fhall awake pure defire, 
And the charms of the foul ever cherifh the fire : 
Their fweetnefs unmingled, their manners refin'd. 
And virtue's bright image, inftnmp'd on the mind, ^ 
With peace, and foit rapture, fhall teach life to glow. 
And light up a fmile in the afped of woe 

5 Thy fleets to all regions thy pow'r fhall difplay. 
The nations admire, and the ocean obey ; 

Each (bore to thy glory its tribute unfold, 
And the eaft and the fouth yield their fpices and ^old. 
As the dayfpring unbounded, thy fplend^r fhall flow. 
And earth's little kmgdoms before thee fh ill bow, 
Wi^ile the enfigns of union, in triumph unfurl'd, 
Huih the tumult of war, and give peace to the world. 

6 Thus, as down a lone valley, ^'vh cedars o'eifprcad 
From war's dread confufion 1 j.enfivel\ ftrny'd •, 

The fijlo'^m from the face *^f fair hedVtn reiir'd; 
The winds ceas'd to m.urmur ^ the thunders expir'd | 
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hrhmes, as of Edea, flowed fweetly along, 
And a voice* as ot angels* enchantingly fungi 

'* Columbia, Columbia, to glory arife, 

The queen of the world* and the child of the ikies.'' 



Description of Babylon, 



Ti 



HE firft foundation of Babylon, is, hj feme 
authors, afcribed to Semiramis, and bf others, to Belus. 
Who the founder was, is not fo material ; but it is certain 
that Nebuchadnezzar was the perfon who raifed it to fuch 
a pinnacle of glory, as that it became one of the principal 
wonders of the world. 

2. The walls of this city were 60 miles in circumfer- 
tnce, 350 feet high, and 87 Jeet thick. The city was ex- 
aftly fquare, meafuring 15 miles upon every fide. The 
walls were built with large bricks, cemented together with 

. a kind of glutinous dime, fuperior to any lime, and which 
grows harder than the bricks themfelves. 

5. They were encompafled by a vaft ditch lined with 
bricks, cemented with the fame kind of bitumen, and filled 
with water. The earth which was dug from the ditch 

' ferved to make the bricks for the walls ; it muft, thereforei 
kave been of great depth and width. 

4« On every (ide of the city were 25 brazen gates, exa6t« 
ly oppofite to each other. Between every two of thcfe ^ates 
were three towers, and f9ur more at the angles, and three 
between each of the angles and the next gate, on every fide. 

5. The towers were all ten feet higher than the walls. 
Streets interfered each other at right angles from all the 
gates on every fide, being 15 miles in length, and 50 in 
number, rhus was the city cut into 676 fquares 

6. The hanging gardens were i. great curiofiiy. They 
contained a fquare of 400 feet, and were carried to the 
height of the wall of the city by fevernl Urge terraces. 
This vaft pile was fudained by arches b'lilt upon arches, 
and llrengthened by a wall zz feet thick on every fide 

7. The/e gard^-n* contained all kinds of fiov^e/s and 
plants, and even lar^e trees On the upper terrace was 
an aquedadb) which ferved to water the whole. 



.Vi^k 
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8. The Tigris, a branch of the river Euphrates, rz 
through the city from north to fouth. /Vfter Cyrus ba 
hefieged the city two years, he found means, to turn tb 
eourie of this river, and marched ^s army under the wall 
dirongh its channel This was done on the night in whic 
BelHiazzar and his nobles were revelling at the banquet 
who were all fldin, and the city taken. 



The Sailor and the Monkies. 



P 



ERHAPS no animal, below the human fy 
cies, refembles man more in the imitative facuhy than tl 
monkey. It is faid that a failor, having a number of re 
woollen caps to dtfpoie of, went on fhore in South A met 
«a to trade with the natives. 

3. In his way to a fettlement, lying through a woe 
very thickly inhabited by nK)nkies, it being in the heat t 
the day, he put a cap on his head, and laying the others b 
his fide, determined to take a little repofe under the (had 
of a large tree. 

3. Fo his utter aftonifhment, when he awoke, froi 
the fpecimen he had given his imitative obfervers of tb 
uie of his caps, he beheld a number of them upon the head 
of the monkies in the trees round about him ; while tb 
wearers were chattering in the moft unufual manner. 

4 Finding every attempt to regain his caps fruitlef 
he at lengrh, in a fit of rage and dtfappointment, and und€ 
the fuppofition that the one he retained on his head wg 
not worth taking away, pulled it oflF, and throwing it uoo 
the ground, exclaimed, " Here, yoU little thieving rogue; 
if y )U will keep the reft, you are welcvme to this alfo." 

5. He had no fooner done this, than, to his great fu] 
prife, the little observing animals ve»y readily imitated bin 
They all threw down their caps upon the ground ; b 
which means the failor regained his property, and marchei 
oflF in triumph. Happy would it be for mankind, if the 
relembled monkies only in imiMiing the virtues of thol 
wh<iiTj chey confider their fuperiors, while ihey avoide 
their vicfs. 
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The brav£ Soldier's Revenoe. 

Wf HEN the great Conde commanded the 

SpanlA army, and laid feige to one of the French towns m 

flaoders, a foldier being ill treated by a general ^ fficer, and 

(rack feveral times with a cane, for fome difrefpedtul wordt 

he had let falU anfwered very coolly, that he (hould fooa 

make him repent of it 

2. Fifteen days afterwards, the fame general officer 
ordered the colonel of the trenches to find a bold and intre- 
pid fellow, to execute an important enterprife, for which 
!ie promifed a reward of a hundred piftoles. 

3 The foldier we are <peaking of, who pafled for the 
irareft in the regiment, offered his feivices ; and going with 
hirty of his comrades, which he had the liberty to make 
hnice of^ he difcharged a very hazardous commiilion with 
Dcredible courage and good fortune Upon his return, 
he general officer highly commended him, and gave him 
he hundred piftoles which he had promifed. 

4. The foldier prefently diftribmed them among hit 
comrades, faying, he did not ferve for pay ; and dem<inde4 
only, that, if his late aAion deierved any recompenle, they 
would make him an < officer. And now, fir, adds he to the 

reral, who did not know him, 1 am che foldier whom yoa 
much abuled fifteen days ago, and I then told you, I 
would make you repent of it. 

5. The general, in great admiration, and melting into 
tears, threw his arms around his neck, begged his pardoo^ 
and gave him a commiffion that very day. 



An Oration upon Female Education, 

PaOMOUNCfiD BY A MfcMB^R OF OKB OF THB PUBLIC 

Schools in. Boston, Septbmblr, 1791. 

W HILE the great and the rich are contrib- 
Vting from their abundance, to the ftrtck which fnpports 
OKr youth in knowledgei we come, ambitious to contribute 
fmr mite. 
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!• The education of youth has ever been confiderecV bf 
all civilized nations as an object of thehigheft conlequenc^' 
Buty while they have paid flattering attention to xhajirengtbf i 
they have doubtlefs too much negleded the beauty and of'^ 
nament of creation 

3. Too long has the pride of man CuSered/emaie geniuSj 
like the unpoliihed diamond, to lie buried in its native rub* 
bifh. A few, of every age, have broken over all reftraint* 
and flionei as it were, with their own native light, evincive 
of the genius of their fex. 

4. The illnftrious women, both of ancient and of mod- 
-ern days, will ever fill a dilHnguifhed page in hiftory. The 
names of Macau lay, Kowt, Moore, Chapone, and oth-- 
4N:s9 will live as long as time ihall lad. 

.5. And how pleafmg is the thought, that here on this 
weftem (bore, we can juftly boaft of a Warren» a Morton, 
an Adams, with many others ; whofe talents and virtues 
ornament their lex, and excite emulation. 

6. Happily for the fair daughters of America, the thick 
mifts of fuperftition and bigotry are vanilhing away ; and 
the iun of fcience begins to beam upon oui land} and to ir* 
radiate the female mind. , 

7. Let infant choirs, compofed of male and female 
voices, join in pratie of our political fathers, and all patrons 
of fcience. They have, doubtlefs, refleded on the vaft im- 
po;gtance of female education to a rifing country* 

^. They have confidered how much the fons and daugh- 
ters of every age are indebted to their mothers for the ieeds 
of virtue and knowledge 4 that ichools and colleges can but 
cultivate and mature the plants, which owe their origin to 
the feeds Town in infancy ; that from maternal' lips, our 
fir ft accents are formed ; and, that from them^ our woidsy 
our anions, nay, our every thought proceeds. 

9. What an argument this, that tJ!>ey (hould well be 
taught, from whom our virtues arcf and from whom our 
vices may be derived ! And may we not indulge an hor eft 
pride, that this metropolis has been one uf the foremoft in 
exertions to promote female imptovement ? 

10. While xhefons of our citizens aie cultivating tlieir 
sninds, and preparirg them foi the arduous, irr.portant, and 
manly employ ments which America ofiers to the induftiiou% 
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ihetr daughters are gaining tbat knowledge, which will en- 
able them to become amiable fifters, virtuous children ; and, 
ID the event, to ajTume charaAers, more iniereding^ to the 
pubiicy and more endearing to theiiifelves than both. 

11. How tranfpor ting are the profpedls of America! 
With what juftice can it challenge the reality; of that pro- 
phetic eulogy ! " BlefTed is that nation whofe fens and 
daugliters are trained to virtue, honor, and ufefulnefs; 
v; hofe fchools are as broad rivers and ftreams. Yea, blefTed 
is that p^ple, whofe daughters wear the robes of innocence, 
and whole young Elijhas rife up in fucce{Iion« and wear with 
dignity the mantles of their departed Elijahs.** ' 

1 2. If parents wifh to guard their children againft an un- 
due attenyon to external ornaments, againd extravagance 
in drefs and gaudy equipage, what better expedient will 
they find, than to replenifh their minds with fuch a fund of , 
ufeful knowledge, as Qiall enable them fuliably to contemn 
all worthlefs things ; to difcern where real merit lies, and 
what conftitutes the dignity of their fet ? 

13. Then they will not eafily be captivated witli glitter- 
ing trappings, trifling toys, and ta(lelefs amufement^, but 
extend their views to more noble objeds. What greater 
barrier againft vice of every kind than ufeful knowledge ? 

14. Is it not a melancholy truth, that man too often 
profiitutes his boafted faculties to the dedruiftion of female 
happixiefs ? How neceffary then to fortify their minds 
againft the attacks of fuch vile feducers ? BlemiOies in fe- 
male characters feldom are effaced. Not fo witli man. 
He tarmfhes his name, and brightens it again. 

15. But if woman chance to fwerve from the ftrideft 
rules of virtue, 

'< Ruin enfues, reproach and endlefs fhame. 
And one falfe ftep fo^r ever blafts her fame. 
In vain, with tears, the lof- fhe may deplore, 
In vain look back to what (he was before, 
She iets, like ftars that fall, to rife no more. 

16. Let other nations boaft.a fuperiority in theprodac- 
tions of fruits and flowers : *' Man is the nobler growth our 
realms fupply !" And, happily, we do not limit merit on 
knowledge to either fex. Both, we confider, as the natur- 
al growth of the human mind ; and lure of flourilhing, 

E 
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where moiftened with the dew of wifdom, and wanned 
with the fan of fcience. 

1 7. In the dawn cf life/ 1 hail the dawn of my country's 
hopes ! L09 a Pheniz of empire lifes from the alhes of the 
old world ! Lo» a fun» more radiant than the fountain of 
heat, beams fxom the eat^em horizon, pouring its ravs a- 
mong the vapors and clouds^ which have beea gathering 
through centuries of nights ! 

1 8. Every nataral» civil, and religious right is ours, hS 
the legacy of Heaven. Here fcencehas opened her treaf- 
iires ; and here liberty has ereded her ftandard, and bids 
defiance to defpotifm. 

19 With fuch fingular advantages, we need but the 
active mind^ the honeft heart, and the diligent h^d. Thus 
fliall bur fchools become as pure, enriching ftreams ; our 
churches flourifh as the palm tree, and our land become as 
the garden of God. 

ao. While the tender hearts of thofe, who are enjoy- 
ing the advantages of fchool education, are offering a trib- 
ute of refpedt and gratitude to their parents, their patrons, 
and fathers of the town, for their exertions on this intereft- 
ing fubjed, all hearts (hould unite in praife to our common 
Parent, from whom are all our bleflings. 

21. Could the firft fettlers of this town now (land in 
the midft of you, how would they lift their hands in admi- 
racion ! Thefe, would they fay, are the blefied fruits of our 
9eal, our labors and hardihips. We traverfed the wilder- 
ziefs in want of all things ; but thefe, our children, are en- 
joying the milk and honey of the land. 

22. The thought is interefiing. And while we cher- 
rfii the remembrance of our worthy anceftors, let us be em- 
idous to copy their laudable examples. 

23. To the pleafure derived from the anticipation offu^ 
tun days» under the prefent improved fyftem of educatioxif. 
much may be added from a.reflcdion on xhefqfl, 

24. There was a time, in the infancy of our countty» 
when lefs attention was paid to the early improvement of 
the mind. When the advantage of fchooline was limited 
to a feW| and thofe principally of one fee;, while the other 
was devoted 19 domeftic toils. 
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25. And even now, in fome parts of united America^ as 
well as among feveral other nations who call themfelves 
iivtltxedy women are confidered but a little better than^av^r 
to unfeeling parents, and to idle, lordly hu (bands. 

26. Our lot has fallen in a more favoured fpot. We 
live in an age and country, where we fee children of both 
/exes acquiring, at fchool, all the neceflary, convenient} and 
many of die ornamental branches of education. 

27. Spelling, reading, grammar, and geography, they 
acquij;e at an early age Writing and arithmetic are taught 
With great propriety and expedition. 

28. That zeal, which feems to prevail among all ranks 
•f people, gives encouragement to teachers ; and we have 
a fair profpe^^, that, if equal exertions Hre el(e where made, 
good and valuable learning will be difleminated through- 
out rur country. 

29. Then (hall we fee from year to year, the produc* 
tions of American ingenuity. Our young men will be em- 
mlous to exceed the geniufes of. the eaft ; our daughters 
will (hine as bright conftellations in the fphere where nature 
has placed them. 

30. *^ They will open their mouths with wifdom, and 
in their tongues will be the law of kindnefs. They will 
look well to the ways of their houfehold, ancf eat not the 
bread of idlenefs." 

51. " They will ftretch out their hands to the poor ; 
yea, they will reach forth their hands to the needy. Their 
own works will praife them in the gates ; and their chik 
dren (hall rife up and call them blefied " 

32. How bright the fcene to fancy's eye appears^ 
Through the perfpe(£live of long didant years ; 
When thts^ this mingled group, their country calls 
From academic (h;ides and learned halls, 
To fix her laws, her fpirit to fuftain. 
And light up glory through her wide domain. 
Their various t.*ftes in different arts di^pky'd, 
Like tempered harmony of light and (hade, 
With friendly union in one mafs (hall blendy 
And ihu adorn the Hate, and that defend/^ 
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DiAiOOUE BETWEEN FeRNA^JDO CoRTeV, 

AND William Penn. 

Corte%. IS it pofUble^ William Penny that yoii 
fhould fertoufly compare your glory with mine ! The plan- 
ter ol a fmall colony in Noith Ameiica piefume to y\h 
with the conq-itTor of the great Mexican empire ! 

Penn Friend, 1 pretend to no glory ; far be it from m6 
to g) >iy. But this I fay^ that I was inflrumental inexecu« 
ting a more glorious work than that performed by thee ; 
inc'-niparably more glorious 

Cort Doft thou not know, William Penn, that with lefs 
than fix hundred Spanifh foot, eighteen horfe, and a few 
fmall pieces of cannon, I fought and defeated innumerable 
armies of very brave men ; dethroned an imperor, who ex- 
celled all his countrymen in the fcience of war, as much as 
they txce Jed the reft of the Weft. Indian nations ? That I 
made him my prifoner in his own capital ; and, after he had 
been d^. poled and (lain by his fubjedts, vanquiflied and took 
Guatemozin, his iiacceiTor, and accomplifhed my conqueft of 
the whole Mexican empire, which I loyally annexed to the 
Spanifh crown ? Doft thou not know, that, in doing thefe 
wonderful a£ls, I fhowed as much courage as Alexander 
the ?reat, and as much prudence as Cefar ? 

Penn. I know very well that thou waft as fierce as a lion» 
and as fubtle as a ferpent. The piince of datknefs may, 
perhaps, place thee as high upon his black lift of heroes as 
Alexander or Cefar. It is not my bufinefs to interfere 
with him in fettling thy rank. But hark thee, friend Cor- 
tez ; what right hadft thou, or had the king of Spain him- 
felf,'to the Mexican empire ^ Afwer me that, if thou canft, 

Cort. The pope gave it to my matter* 

Penn, Suppofe the high prieft of Mexico had taken it 
into his head to give Spain to Montezuma ; would his 
right have been good ? 

Cort. rhele are qneftions of cafuiftry, which it is not 
the bufinefs of a foldier to decide. We leave that to gownf- 
men But pray, Mr. Penn, what right had you to the coU- 
ftny yon fettled ? 
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Penn, An honeft right of fair purchafe. We gave the 

iUtive Indians a variety of articles which they wanted ; 

and they, in return, gave ns lands which they did not want. 

All was amicably agreed on ; and not a drop of blood fhed 

to Aain our acquifition. 

Cort. 1 am afraid there was a little fraud in the purchafe. 
Thy foUowersy William Penn^ are faid to think that cheat- 
ing, in a quiet and fober way, is no moral (in. 

Penn. The righteous are alwiiys calumniated by the 
wicked. But it was a fight which an angel might contem« 
plate with delight, to behold the colony wnich 1 fettled ! To 
fee us living with the Indians like innocent lambs, and ta- 
ming the ferocity of their manners by the gentlenefs of ours ! 
To lee the whole country, which before was an uncultjjrated 
wildemefs, rendered as fair and as fertile as the garden of 
Eden ! O Fernando Cortez ! Fernando Cortez ! did ft thou 
leave the great Mexican empire in that ftate ? No, thou didft 
turn thofe delightful and populous regions into a defert, a 
defert flooded with blood. Doft thou not remember that 
moft infernal icene, when the noble emperor Guatemozin 
■was ftretched out by thy foldiers upon hot burning coals, to 
make him difcover into what part cf the lake of Mexico he 
had thrown the royal treafures ? :-ire not his groans ever 
founding in the ears of thy confclence ? Do they not rend 
thy hard heart, and ftrike thee with more horror than the 
yells of the furies. 

Cort, Alas, I was not prefent when that direful aft was 
done ! Had I been there, the mildnefs of my narure never 
would have fufFered me to endure the fight. 1 certainly 
ihonld have forbidden it. 

Penn, Thou waft the captain cf that band of robbers, 
who did this horrid deed. The advantage they had drawn 
from thy counfels and condnft enabled them to commit it ; 
rnd thy fkill faved them afterwards frorri the vengeance 
which was due to fo enormous a crime. The enr^^ed 
Mexicans would have properly punifhed them foi it, if they 
had not had thee for their general, thou hard hearted, 
blood-thirfty wretch 

Cort, The righteous I find can rail, William Penn. But 
how do you hope to prefer ve this admirable colony you have 
fettled ? Your people, you tell me, live like innocent lambs. 
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Are ihere no woWes in America to devour thofe lambs ? 
Do you expedl the natives will alw:iys continue in peace 
with your luccefTrs ? Or,, if they fliould make war, do voa 
exptdl to oppole them by *pra>evs and prelents ? If this be 
your policy, your devoted ct»lony will loon become an eafy 
prey to the f.:vages of the wiidernefs. 

Penn, We leave that to the wile Difpofer r£ events, who 
governs all nations at his will If we condu<ft wiih drift 
justice towards the Indians, He will doubUei's defend us 
againft all rheir invafions 

Cert. Is this the wifdom of a great legiflator ! I have 
fce^rd fome of your countrymen compare you to Solon 1 
Did Solon, think you, give laws to a people, and leave 
ihofe laws «nd that people to the mercy of every invader ? 
The firft bufmefs of a legiflalure ii> to provide a military 
ftrength which may defend ihe whole fyftem. The worlds 
William Penn, is a land of robbers, ^ny ftate or com- 
monwealth eroded therein muft be well fenced and fecured 
by good military inftitutions ; or, the happitr it is in all oth- 
er refpe^Ss, the greater will be its danger, the more fpeedjr 
its dcftru^ion. Your plan of gov^rnment muft be chang- 
ed ; tlicfe Indian nations muft be extirpated, or your colo- 
»y will be loft. 

Penn. Thsfe are fuggeflions of human wifdom. The 
tJcfirines I held were infpired. They came from above. 

Cort, It is blafphemy to fay that any fiAlj could come 
frcm the fountain of wifdom. Whatever is inconfiftent with 
l;:e great laws of nature cannot be the efiVd of infpiration. 
Self defence is as nccefTary to nations as to men* And 
ftiall individuals have a right which nations have not? True 
leligion, William Penn, is never inconfiftent with reafon 
and ihe great laws of nature. 

Penn. Though what thou fay ft (hould be true, it does 
•ot come well fr^m thy mouth. A tyrant talk of reafon I 
Go to the inquifition, and tell them of reafon, and the great 
laws of nature. They will bioil thee, as thy foldiers broiled 

the unhappy Guritemoz-n. Wliy doft thou turn pale? 

Js it the name of the inqjiifition, or the name of Guatemo« 
:*in, which troubles and aiFiights thee? O wretched man! 
I wonder not that thou do<t tremble and fhake, when thou 
tbifikeft cf the masy murders tbott.haft c«>mmi;wd| the WiSj/gf 
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thoufands of thoie innocent Indians thou haft butchered, 
fi'/thout an accufatton of a crime ! Kexnember there is a 
d.iy coming when thou muft anfwer for all thy barbarities! 

What wouidft thou give to part with the renown of thy 

conqaeth, and to have a confcience as pure and undillurb- 

ed as mine ? 

Cort. I feel the force of thy words. They pierce me 

like daggers I can never, never be happy, while I retaia 

any memory of the ills I have caufed ! 



The Whistle. 



W 



HEN I was a child, at feven years old, 
feys Dr. Franklin, ray friends on a holiday filled my little 
pockets with coppers. I went dire^ly to a (hop where they 
fold toys for children ; and being charmed with the found 
of a Whittle, which I met by the way, in the hands of an- 
other boy, i voluntarily offered, and gave all my money 
for one. 

2. I then came home, and went whiftlinsf all over the 
hbufe, much pleafed with my Whittle; but difturbing all 
the family. My brothers and fifters, and couftns. under- 
ftanding the bargain I had m^de, told me I had given four 
times as much for it as it was worth. 

3. This put me in mind of what good things I might 
have bought with the reft of the money. And they laughed 
at me fo much for my folly, that I cned with vex.ition ; 
and the refledlion gave me more chagrin than the Whittle 
gave me pleafure 

4. This, however, was afterwards of ufe to me ; the 
impreflion continuing on my mind, fo that often when I was 
tempted to buy fome unneceflary thing, I faid to myfelf. 
Don't give too much for tie IVhifi^ And fo I faved my 
money. 

5. As I grew up and came into the world, and obferved 
the anions of men, I thought I met with many, very ma- 
ay, who gave too much for the lVhi/!le, 

■ 6 When I faw one too ambitious of court favors, /k« 
;iDg hii uxne in attendance at kvees) lus repofei his IHiy 



5» THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOIL 

erty, his vii^ae, and perhaps his friends, co attain it« I haTe 
faid ro my -elf, This man gives too much for his fVhiftle. 

7. When I faw another fond of popular ity» conftantly 
employing himfolf tn poHrical buftles, neglecting his owa 
affairs, and ruining them by that negled, He pays indeed^ 
ikid I, too much for his Whljlle* 

8. If 1 kne«v a mifer, who gaveupeTery kind of com« 
fortable livtng, all the pleafure of doing good to others, all 
the efteem of his fellow- citizens, and the j,oys ot benevolent 
friendihip, for the f^ke of accumulating wealth, Poor moHf 
faid I, you do indeed pay too much for the fVhj/ile. 

9. NVhen i meet with a man of pleafure, iacrificing every 
laudable improvement of the mind or of his fortune, to mere 
corporal fenfations, and ruining his health in the purfuit ;. 
Millaken man, fay 1, you are providing pain for yourfelf 
tniiead of pleafure ; you give too much for your fVhi/ile. 

10 If I fee one fond of fine clothesx Ene furniture, finfr 
hpufes, fine equipage, all above his fortune, for which he 
contracts debts, and euds his career in prtfon ; Alas ! lay If 
he has paid dear^ very dear ^ for his Whiffle^ 

II. In fhort, I conceived that great part of the miferiei 
of mankind were brought upon them by the falfe e(timates 
they ^ad m;%de of the value of things, and by their giving 
too much for their IVhiflles. 



True Patriotism, displayed at the 

Siege of Calais. 

In 1347, the town of Calais in France 
befieged by Edward III of England, and reduced to the 
lad extremity by famine and the fatigue of the inhabitants* 
John of Vienna, ihe governor, foreieeing the neceffity of 
furrendering his f(;rtrefs, appeared upon the walls and de- 
fired a parley. 

i: Sir "Walter Manny was fent to him by Edward, whom 

the governor addreffed in the following words. " I have 

been entrufted by my fovereign with the command of this 

town. It is almoft a year fince you befieged ir«e ; and I 

iar^ eadeskVQTed, as weUa& lJiio& under me, to do my 
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duty. * But you are acquainted with our prefent c6nditioxir 
We are perifliing with hunger, and have no hopes of relief. 
I am willing* therefore, to furrender ; and defire, as t>^ 
fole €ondiU)n» that you would infure the lives and liberties 
of thefe brave men, who have fo long (hared with me every 
danger snd fatigue/' 

3. Manny replied, that the king was>fo incenfed againft 
the townfmen of Calais for their obftinate refiflance, ne 
was determined to take exemplary vengeance on them; and 
would receive no terms which (hould reilrain him in the 
punifliment of the offenders. 

4. " Confider," replied the governor, " that this is not 
the treatment to which brave men are entitled. If any 
Englilh knight had been in my ittuation, your king would 
have expelled the (ame conduffc from him. The inhabit- 
ants of Calais have done for their fovereign what merits 
ibe efteem of every prince ; much more, or fo gallant a 
frince as Edward. 

5. " But I inform you, that, if we muft perifli, we (hall 
not perifh unrevenged ; and that we are not yet fo reduced, 
but we can fell our lives at a high price to the vidbors. It 
is the intereft of both fides to prevent thefe defperate ex- 
tremities ; and I expeift that you yourfelf, brave knight» 
will interpofe your good offices with your prince in our be- 
half" 

6. Manny was (truck with the juftnefs of the fen»iment, 
and reprefented tdthe king the danger of reprisals, if he 
(hould offer fuch treatment to the inhabitants. \.d^ard 
was at laft perfuaded to mitigate the rigor of the Cvinduions 
demanded. 

7. He only infifted that (5x of the moft refpeftable cit* 
izens (hould be fent to him, to be difpofed of as he thought 
proper. They were to come to his camp> carrying the 
kefs of^the ci'^y in their hands, bare.^eaded and barefooted, 
with ropes about their necks. And on thefe conditions, he 
promifed to fp^re the lives of all the remainder. 

8. When this intelligence was conveyed to Calais, it 
ftnick the inhabitants with new confternation To facri- 
ficf (ix of their fellow citizens to certain deftrudlion for fig- 
nalizing their valor in a common canfe: appe^r^d to tht-m 
e?eQ more fevere than that general punKhmeut wittL wKvck 
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tSbej were before threatened ; and they found ihemfii 
incapable of coming to any refolution in fo cruel and 
trefsful a fitu^tion. 

9. At laft one of the principal inhabitants, called 
ftace de St. Pierre, whofe name deferves to be lecor 
fiepped forth, and declared himfelt willing to encov 
dedth^br the fafe^ of his friends and companions, 
other, animated by his example, made a like generou 
fer. A third and fourth prefented themfelvts to the i 
fete ; and the whole number was ibnn completed 

10. Thefe fix heroic citizens appeared before Ed\; 
in the guife of malefactors, laid at hi^ feet the keys of 1 
«ity, and were ordered to be led to execution. It is 
prifing that fo generous a prince ftiould ever have Ci 
tained fuch a barbarous purpofe again it fuch men ; 
fiill more, that he 6ould ferioufly per lilt in the refoli 
of executing it. 

11. Bat the entreaties of his queen faved his mer 
from that infamy. She proftrated herfelf before him, 
with tears in her eyes, begged the Iftes of the^e unhs 
men. Having obtained her requeit, (he carried them 
her tent, ordered a repaft to be fet l>efgre them, and, : 
making them a prefent of money and clothes^ difhi 
them in fafety. 



Sublimity of the ScrI^tures. 

vjrOD came from Teman, and the Holy 
from mount Paran- Selah. His glory covered the h 
ens, and the earth was full of his praife. And his bri 
nefs was as the light ; he had horns coming out of his h; 
and there was the hiding of his power 

2. Before him went the pe(tilence ; and burning < 
went forth at his feet. He ftood and meafured the ea 
he beheld and drove afunder the nations, and the evei 
ing mountains were fcattered ; the perpetual hills did h 
hi^ .vays are everlafting 

5 Ca a. the tents of Cuflian in afHldtion ; and the 
toins of the Und of Midian did tremble. Was the I 
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ijifpleafed againft the livers ? Was thy wrath againft the 
k'df chat thou didft ride upon thy horfes, and thy chariots 
offalvation? Thy bow was made quite naked, according 
to the oaths of tfie tribes, eyen thy fword. Selah. 

4. Thou didd cleave the earth with rivers. The moun* 
tuns faw thee and they trembled ; the overflowing of the 
water pafled by; the deep uttered his voice, and lifted 
up his hands on high. The fun and moon ftood ftill in 
their habitation. .At the light of thine arrows they wentf 
and at the fhining of thy glitt^ering fpear. 

5. Thou didft march through the land in indignation ^ 
thou didft threih the heathen in anger. Thou wenteft 
forth for the falvation of thy people, even for falvation witk 
^ine anointed. Thou woundedft the head out of the 
boufe of the wicked, by difcoverlng the foundation unte 
,=the neck Selah. 

'. 6* Thou did ft ftrike through with his ftaves the head 
40f his villages ; they came out as a whirlwind to fcatter 
; their rejoicing was ^s to devour the poor fecretly, 

ou didfl walk through die fea with thine hor&Sj througk 
the heap of great waters. 

7. When I heard, I trembled; and my lips quivered aft 
the voice Rottenaels entered into my bone&, and I trem- 
bled in myfelf, that I might reft in the day of trouble. 
When he cometh up unto the people, he will invade tbeai 
With his troops. 




Revelation. Chap. i. 

JlYnD I faw another mighty angel come down 
(torn heaven, clothed with a cl<^ud ; and a rainbow was 
upon his head, and his face was as it were the fun, and hit 
net as pillars of fire. And he had in his hand a little book 
open ; and he fet his right foot upon the fea, and hi^ left 
root on the earth, and cried with a loud voice, as when a 
Soo roareth : and when he had cried, feven thunders utter- 
ed their voices. 

a. And when the feven thunders had uttered their 
; v#i€ee» I was 9boui to writer and i heard a Toice front 
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heaven faying unto me. Seal up thofe things which the ie? « 
en thunder b uttered^ and write them not- 

3. And the angel, whom I iaw ftand upon the Tea* and ; 
upon the earth, lifced up his hand to heaven, and fware ^* 
by irlim who livet/i for ever and ever, who created heaven* \ 
and the things which therein are, and the earth, and the '. 
things which therein are, and the iea, and the things which 1 
are therein, that there fhould be time no longer. But ia \ 
the days of the voice of the feventh angel, when he (hall ; 
begin to found, the myltery of God fhould be finifhedj scs 
he hath declared to his fervants the prophets. 



Akecdotk of Montesquieu. 

A GENTLEMAN, being at MarfeiUes, hir- 
^d a boat, with an intention of failing for pleafure. He 
Entered into converfation with #ie two young men who 
owned the veflel, and learned |^at they were not water- 
men by trade, but filverfmiths ; and that when they could 
be fpared from their ufual bufinefs, they employed them- 
lelves in that way to increale their earnings. 

2. On expreffing his furprife at their condudt, and im- 
puting it to an avaricious difpofition ; Oh ! (ir, faid the 
young men, if you knew our reafons, you would afcribe it 
to a better motive. 

5. Our father, anxious to affift bis family, fcraped to- 
gether all he was worth ^ purchafed a vefTcl for the pur- 
pofe of trading to "the coaft of Barbary ; but was unfortu- 
nately taken by a pirate, carried to Tripoli, and fold for a 
flave. 

4. He writes word, that he is luckily fallen into the 
^ hands of a mafler who treats him with great humvjnity ; 
but that the fum which is demiinded for hrs ranfom is fo. 
excrbitant chat it will be impoffible for him ever to raife it. 
He adds that we muil, therefore, telinquifh all hope of ev- 
er feeing him again, and be contented that he has as many 
comforts as his fi; nation will admit 

5 With the h pes of relloring to his family a beloved 
Adter, we are Ilrivingi by every honeft mean in our power^ 
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^ #olIeft the fum ne ceflary foi his ranfom ; and we are 
not alhamed to employ ourselves in the occupacirn of wa- 
.termen. The gentleman was ftruck wich this account, and 
4m his dep'utore, made them a handfome pre: en t. 

6 Some months afterwards, the young men being at 
work in their ihop, were greatly furpii.'ed at the mdden ar- 
rival of theit father, vrho threw hinifeif into their arms ; 
exclaiming, at the fame time, that he was fearful they had 
taken ibme unjull method to raife the money for his ran- 
ibm, for it was too great a fum for them to have gained by 
their ordinary occupation. 

7, They profeifed their ignorance of the whole affair, 
and could only fufpcdl they owfd their father's relei/e to 
that ilranger, to whofe generofity they had been before fo 
much obliged. ^\fter Moniprquieu's death, an account of 
this affair was found among his papers, and the t'um adlu- 
ally remitted to Tripoli for the old man's ranf )m. 

8 It is a pleafuie to hear of fuch an aft of benevolence 
performed even by a perfon totally unknown to us ; but 
the pleafure is greatly increafed when it proves the union of 
virtue and talents in an author fo renowned as Monielquieu. 



The benevolent Pair. 

J\ POOR man and his wife at Vienna, wh» 
had fix fmall children, finding themfelves unable to fupport 
them all, were reduced to the neceffity of turning the young- 
eft upon the public. The huCband carried it reludantly to 
the foundling hofpital, depofited it in the bafker which was 
placed near the gale for the reception of the foundlingSf 
and anxfoufl\ waited till the arrival of the infpe^or, that 
he might t^ke a farewell view of his child. 

2. Wl'en the infpeftor came at the ufual t>me to exam- 
ine the bafket, he perceived two children therein. Obferv- 
ing the labourer who llood at a fmall diftance, he fuppofed 
tiiat he had br'-^ught them both 5 and compelled the p'^or 
in in. notwifhftanding all his proteftations to the contiaryt 
to return w'xfh rw' children inftead of one, wbidi vai alU 

Mmif more than he knew how to nuuataiair 

r 
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3. His wife, as well as himfelf, was exceedinglf dejeA* 
ed at this increafe of their expenfes ; but, unwilling to ex- 
pole the little ftranger in the lireet, they determined to uSt 
all their endeavors to fupport themielves and the feven 
children ; and they hoped Providence would affift theni' 

4. On nndreifing the child the woman found a paper 
fewed to its clothes, containing an order upon a banker for 
five crowns a month, to be paid to the perfon who took 
care of it. The good people were not a little rejoiced at 
their happy fortune. 

5. But the (lory being circulated, and coming to the 
knowledge of the managers of the hofpital, they claimed 
the child as their property. The labourer r^fufed to relin- 
quifh it, and ^as afliAed by fome perfons oi diAindlion. 

6. The caufe being tried in a court of juOice» it wa« 
decreed, that, as the foundling hofpital had at firll declined 
receiving the child, it of 1 ight belonged to the poor maa 
who had (hown fuch humanity in keeping it when he was 
fo ill able to afford any additional expenfe. 



Thi; unfohtunate Philanthropist, 

In the year X775> * ^*P h^^^B *^ anchor m 
Table bay at the Cape of Good Hope, was driven oa 
iChore in a violent ftorm, and the crew reduced to the ut-" 
mod diftrefs and danger. Their cries for adittance were 
diftin^ly heard by the inhabitants ; but at firlt there ap- 
peared no profpeft>of relief from any. quarter 

a. The fweU of the fea, which broke over the (hip with 
the greateft violence, made it mipoflible for them to fave 
Ihemfelves in boats, and highly dangerous to attempt it bj 
fwimmmg. Some of thofe, who vcntuted to iwim to the 
fhore, were thrown againft the rocks and dafhed to pieces ; 
others, as foon as they had arrived at the {here, were car- 
ried back by another wave and drowned. 

3. A Dutchman by the name of Volte mad, wh# 

happened to be a fpedtator of this diftrefling fcene, was 

tpuehed with compaffi<>n of fo noble a kmd, and at the 

jfkme time fo opentti vei ihat| mounttng a high fpiriced horfer 
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I& fwam him oyer to the ifatp ; encouraged fome of tho 
crew to laj hold ot the end of a rope, which he thtew out 
to them for that purpofe, and others to fatten themfehres 16 
the horfe's tail ; then turned abouts and carried them fafe 
OB (hore 

4. Thts animars natural aptnefs for fwtmming, the 
ffreat fize of his body, the firmneis and ilrength of his 
limbs, prevented h<m from being eafily overpowered by the 
twAi of the fea- Bur, unfortunately, this generous and 
9dtive veteran himfelf bec<tme a vidtim to death. 

5. Fourteen .young perfon& he had adtully faved ; and 
vrhile endeavoring to preferve more than it was p'.fllble for 
him to do in to (hort a time, he and his horfe w«xe both 
drowned. The occafion of this was as follows. 

6 After the* leventh turn, having itaid a little longer 
than ufual to reft himlelf, the poor wretches on board were 
SLtrdid that he did not intend to return ; for this reafon» 
being impatient, they redoubled their prayers and cries folr 
aiEitance ; upon which his tendereft feelings being wrought 
up )n, he again haitened to their relief ere his horfe was 
fufficiently relied. 

7. The poor^ animal, almoft fpent, now funk the fooner 
under his burden ; inafmuch as too many fought to be 
iaved at one time ; and one of them, as it was thought^ 
happened unluck>ly to c:uch hold of thehorfe's bridle, and « 
by that mean drew his head under water. 

8 This bold and enterprifing philanthropift commandos 
our edeem and admiration the more, as he had put himfelf 
into this danger for the relief of others, without himfelf 
being able to fwim. The Dutch Eaft India company 
oaufed a monument to be ereded to the memory of this 
unfortunate philanthropic. 



St, Paul's Speech before King 

Agrippa. 

1 THINK myfelf happy, king Agrippa, be- 
caufe I (hall atifwer for myfelf this day before thee, touch- 
ing all the things whereof I am accufed of the Jews ;r 
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•Tpeciallyi as I know thee to be expert in all cuftoms tad 
«|ueitioo$ which are among the Jews. Wherefore 1 be- 
i^ch thee to hear roe patiently. 

2. My manner of life from my yooth, which was at 
ihe fir ft among my own nation at Jerufalem» know all the 
Jews ; who knew me from the beginning if they wonld 
telUfy, that, after .the ftraiteft feA of onr religion, 1 lived 
a Pharifee. 

3. And now I (land and am judged for the hope of the 
promife made of God unto our fathers. Unto which prom- 
Ue, our twelve tribes, inftantly ferring God day and nighty 
hope to come ; for which hope's fake, king Agrippa, I am 
accufed of the Jews. 

4. Why fhould it be thought a thing incredible witk 
you, that God (hould raife the dead ? I Ti^rtly thought with 
myfeif, that I ought to do many things contrary to the 
game of Jefus of Nazareth. 

5. Which thing I alfo did in Jerufalem ; and many of 
the faints did I (hut up in prifm, having received authority 
from the chief priefts And when they were put to deaths 
I gave my voice againft them. And I punifhed them oft 
in every fynagogue, and compelled them to blafpfcsi^me* 
And being exceedingly mad againft them, I perfecuted 
them eveh unto ftrange cities. 

• 6. Whereupon, as I went to Damafcus with authority 
and commiffion from the chief priefts, at mid day, O king» 
I faw in the way a light from heaven, above the brightneis 
cf the fun, (hining round about me and them who journey- 
ed with me. 

7. And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard 
a voice fpeaking unto me, and faying in the Hebrew tongue^ 
Saul, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me ? It is hard for thee to 
kick againft the pricks. And I faid, Who art thou, Lord i 
And he faid, I am Jefus whom thou perfecuteft. 

8. But rife, and ftand upon thy feet ; for I have ap- 
peared unto thee for this purpofe, to make thee a minifter, 
and a witnefs, both of thefe th'mgs which thou haft feen» 
and of thofe things in the which I will appear unto thee ; 
delivering thee from the people, and from the Gentiles, un- 
to whom I now fend thee, to open their eyes, and to turn 

gbea fr0m darknefs to light» and from the pow^r of Sataa 
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nto Grod } tbat they may receiye forgjvenefs of fins, and 
inheritance among them veho are fan^iSed by faith which 
is in me 

9 Wliereupony O king Agrippa» I was not difobedient 
ttnto the heairenly vifion ; bat mewed firft unto them of 
Damafcos, and at Jerufalem, and throoghoat all the coafti 
of Jade.i, and then to tiie Gentiles, that they Oioald repfmt 
and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance. For 
theie'caafes, the Jews caught me in the temple, and went 
about to kill me. 

10.'^ Having therefore obtained help from God, I con- 
tinue unto this day, witneflSng both to fmall and great ; 
faying no other things than thofe which Mofes and the 
prophets did (ay (h >uld come ; that Chrift fhould fuflFer» 
and that he (hoald be the firft who fhould rife from- the 
dead; and (hould (how light unto the people and to the 
Gentiles. 



Crublty to Animals. 

Montaigne tlilnks it fome refleaJon up. 
on human nature itfelf, that few people takt^ deligfit in lee- 
mg bdds carefs or piny together ; bur aimed every t)ne is 
plealed to fee them lacerate and worry one another. 

2. I am forry this temper has become almoft a dlftin- 
^ifhing character of our own nation, from the obfervatioa 
which is made by foreigners of our belnved padimes, bear- 
baiting, cock fighting, and the hke. 

)• We (b«.uld find it hard to vindicate the deilroying 
of any thitig that has life, mertly out of wan'Onnefs ; yet in 
tbi* principle our children are bred up ; and one of the firil 
pleafures we allow them is the licence of infii<^ing pain up* 
cm poor animals. 

4. Almoft as foon as we are fenfible what life is our- 
ttlveSf we make it our 'port to take it from other creatines, 
I cannot but believe a very g^od ufe might be made of the 
fancy which children have for biri^. and infers 

5. Mr. Locke takes notice of a m'>theT, who often procu- 
red tbe/e animals for her children|bu\.Te>i7ixdt4 m ^\»ciSb^4 

F t 
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ihem as they treated tl^em well or ill. This was no other 
than entering them betimes into a daily exeicife of human- 
ity, and improving their very divetdons to a vmut^. 

6. The laws ol telf defecce und^ ubtedl) juftily us in 
dellroying thofe animals which would deftroy us. which in* 
jure our propei ties, or annoy our perfons ; bur nor even 
thele, whenever iheir fltuation incapacitates them from hurt* 
iDg us. 

7. I know of no right which we have to (hoot a bear- 
on an inacceffible ifland of ice ; or an eagle on the moun- 
tain's top ; whole lives cannot injure, nor deaths procure 
us any benefit. We are unable to give lifie, and therefore 
6ught not wantonVy to take it away from the meaneft infedb 
without fufficvent reafon. They all receive it from the 
{zmc benevolent hand as ourfelves, and have therefore an 
equal right to enjoy it. 

8. God has been pleafed to create numberlefs animals 
intended for our fuftenance ; and that they are fo intended, 
the agreeable flavor of their flclh to our palates, and the 
wholefome nutriment which it adminifters to our ttomachs, 
are fufiicient proofs. * 

9. Thefe as they are formed for our ufe, propagated by 
our culture, and fed by our care,, we have certainly a right 
to deprive of life, becaufe it rs given and preferved to them 
on that condition. 

10. But this (hould always be performed with all the 
tendernefs and compjffion which fo difagreeable nn office 
will permit ; and no circumftances ought to be omitted, 
which can render their executions as quick and eaiy as 
poffible. 

Speech of Nicolaxjs-; 

1 HE Athenians, having made war npoa 
the Syiacufians, the army of the former, ur.der the com* 
mand of Nicias and Demofthenes, was totally defeated ; 
and the generals obliged to furrendei at difcierion. The 
victors, having entered their capital in triumph, the next 
ifajr a council was held to deliberate what wm to be cknlir 
wJtb the prifonen* 
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Diocles^ one of the leaders of the greateft autfaoritf 
ig the people, propofed that all the Athenians who 

bom of free parents, and all fuch Sicilians as had join- 
itb thenir (h.mld be imprifoned, and be maintained on 
I and water only ; thit the fl ives and all the A.tttcks» 
d be publxly fold; and that the two Athenian .^eae- 
(hould be ^{i fcourged with rods, and then put to 
1. 

This laft article exceedingly di%uiled all wife and- 
>a{Iionate i>yracu(ians Hermociates, who was very 
us for his probity and juftice. atiempred to make ome 
►nltrances to the people ; but they would not ht-ar him ; 
die (h >uts which echoed from- all fides prevented him 

continuing his fpeech. 

At that inHant, Nicolaus, a man venerable for his 
: age and gravity, who in ^his war had loft two Ions, 
only heirs to his name and eitate, made his servants 
r him to the tribunal for h.^rrangues ; and the inftart he 
ared a profound filence eniued, when he addreiTed 
\ in the following manner. 

" You here behold an unfortunate father, who has 
more than any other Syracufian the fatal effeds of this 

by the death of two tons, who formed all the cf'nlbla- 

and were the only -upports of my old age. 

**• I cannot, indeed, forbear admiring theii patriotifm 
crlficing to their country's welfare a life which they 
Id one day have been deprived of by the common courfe 
iture; but then I cannot but be fenfibly afFe<51ed with 
:ruel wound which their death hath made in my heart ; 
forbear detel^ing the -\thenians, die authors of this 
ippy war, as the murderers of my children. 

" But, however, there is one circumftance which I 
lot conceal, that 1 am leis Tenfible for my private ^fflic* 
, than for the honour of my country ». which 1 fee expo- 
o eternal infamy, by the barbarous advice whi(h is now 
a you. The Athenians, I own, for declaring war fb 
ft!y againft us, merit the fevereft treatment which could 
iflt^ed on them ; but have not the gods, the juft aven* 
ot wrongs, fufficiently pun<{hed them, and avenged us? 
" When their generals laid down their arms and fur- 
•red) did thcj not do this in hopes of having their lirf^ 
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fjpared i And wili it be polfible for us» if we pttt them l» 
death, CO avoid the ju(^ reproach of having violated the law 
of nations, and difhonored our vidlory by unheard of cruelty! 

9. " What, will you JttflFer your glory to he thus failied * 
in the face of the whole world ? and will you hear ,jt faid 
that ^ nation, who hrft dedicated a temple to clenitocyi 
had found none in Syracufe ? Surely, victories and tri- 
umphs do not give immorial glory to a city ; but the ezer* 
eifing of mercy towards a vanquifhed enemy, moderatioa 
in the greateii profperity. and the fearing to offend tl^ 
gods by a haughty and infolent pride, are glories far more 
permanent than the moft fplendid conquefls- 

10 ** You doubtlefs have not forgotten, that this Niciat^ 
whofe fate you ^le going to pronounce, was the very man 
who pleaded your caufe in the aflembly of the Athenians^ 
and who employed all his credit, and the whole p>ower of 
his eloquence, to diflujide his country from embarking in . 
this war* 

1 li ** Should you therefore pronounce fentence of deatk 
on this wortliy general, would it be a j^ift reward for*"ttie 
zeal he ih wed f >r you intere^ ? With /regtrd to myfelF, 
death would be lefs grievous to me, that? (he fight of Co 
horrid an 'njuftice committed by my countrymen amd fit* 
few-citiaeas,'* * 



Intlgrity, 



X HE Spanifli hi ft -^rian^ relate a memorabfe 
mftance of honor and legard 10 truth, v Spanifli chv •Her 
in a fudden quarrel flt-w a Mo- liih gentleman, and fled. 
His puriuers foon lolt fight of him ; w he had unperceiv- 
9di thrown himfelf over a garden wall. 

2* The owner, a Moor, happening to be in his garden, 
Iras addrefled by the Spaniard on hib knees, who acquiinii* 
ed liim w»th h»s cafe, and implored concealment. Kat this^ 
fkid the Moor, giving him half a peach ; you now know that 
you rhuy confide in niy proteftion. 

J He thrn locked him up in his g rden apart ment^ 
nUipg^ bim su foon as it was nigVaVi^itQ^M provide for jUk 
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tfeape to a pUce of greater fafety. The Moor Aen went, 
into his houTe ; where he hiid but juft feated himfetfy ^hen a 

Ereat crowd, with loud lamentations^ came to his gaic^ 
ringing the corpfe of his fon, who had j^ft been killed by 
a Spaniard. 

4 ^ When the firft (hock of furprife was a little OTer,falft 
learned from the defeription given, that the fatal deed was 
done by the Tery perfon then in his p«»wer« He meniioocd 
this to no one ; but as foon as it was dark, retired to his 
f arden, as if to grieve alone, giving orders that none (hould 
follow him. 

5. Then accofting the Spaniard, he faid, Chriftian, the 
perfbh you have killed is niy fon ; his body is now in my 
aoufe. You ought to fuffer ; but you have eaten with mtf 
and I have given you my faith, which muft not be broken* 

6. He then led the aflonifhed Spaniard to his ftables* 
and mounted him on one of his flet^teft horfes, and faid. 
Fly far, while the night can cover you ; yon will be fafe ia 
die morning. You are indeed guilty of my {bn*8 blood ; 
but God is juft and good, and 1 thank him I am innocent 
ef yours, and that my faith jgiven is preferved. 

7. This point of honor is moft religioofly obfcrved by 
Ae Arabs and Saracens from whom it was adopted by the 
Moors of Africa, and by them was brought into Spain ; the 
•£Feds of which remain to this day ; fo that when there is 
any fear of a war's breaking out between England and 
Spam, an Englilb merchant there, ^ho apprehends the con- 
fiscation of his goods as thofe of an enemy, thicks them 
fafe if he can get a Spaniard to take charge of them. 

8. The Spaniard, fecftres them as his own, and faithful* 
ly re delivers them, or pays the value, whenever the £ngw 
liCbman demands them. One inftance ot Spanifh honor 
cannot but (iill be f refli in the memory of many now liv- 
ing ; and deferves to be harkled down to the lateft pofterity. 

9 In the year 1 7^6, when the Englifh were at open war 
with Spain, th^ Llizabeth of London, Capt. William Ed- 
wards, coming thrf)Ugh the gulf from Jamaica, richly la- 
den, met wiib a moft violent ftorm, in which the (hip 
fprung a leak, that obliged them for the favisg of thsif 
Irvesi to mti intd Havaana, a Spaaiih fK>rt« 
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lo. The captain went on (hore, and diredly waited ck ^ 
the governor, told the occation oi his putting in, and* that i 
Ifift'iuriendeted the (hip a> a prize, and himleiJF and his met 
" ^.'priToners of war, only requeuing good quarter. ^ 

'^ '' }i. No, Sir, replied the Spaniih governor, if we hadt ,\ 
taken^you in fair war at tea, or approaching our coafk with .^ 
hoftile intentions, your (hip would then have been a prixe^ ] 
^nd your people pnlbners ; but* when diftreiled by a tem- 
peit. you come into our ports lor the fafety oi your lives^ 
we the enemies, being men, are bt^nnd as ibch by the law» 
•f humanity to afford relief to didreffed men who a(k it of - 

OS. 

1 2. We cannot, even againft our enemies, take advaa* 
tage of an a6l of God You have leave iherelore, to unload 
your (hip, if that be neceflary to hop the leak ; yoo may 
refii her here, and traffic io far as (kill be neceifiry to pay 
the charges : you may then depari, and i wiii give you » 
pafs to be in force till you are beyond Bermuda. 

13., If after that you are t.:.ken, you will then be a law- 
ful prize ; but now you are only a (IrAUger, and have a 
flranger's tight to fafety and protection. Theihip accoic^ 
»gly departed, and arrived fafe in London* 



An Address to the Visitants. 

J^rhe following lJne» were compofcd by Philenja, v^ith a dcfig« 
that they fliould be fpokcn by a Httic Girl at one of the -public 
fchools in Bodon, on the annual vifitation.] 

KJN rhe Spring's bread the rofe's Gem is laid 
By fome f«)nd floiiil. or fome fylvan maid; 
Round the greeii lod the pliant ftems expand, 
Propped by the fk'lml cult'rer*s foftering hand ; 
Till, reaiM by c^re, the blufhing l:.MBLfM towers, 
The grace of ^«»'-dens and the queen (;f fl ?wers ; 
E'en at the cheerlefs hour of faded prirrie» 
Kegales the fente, and fcorns the (red of tirae. 

2 Thus 'he y 'Ung b'lds, which «orm ihis bright parterre,, 
Rais'd by atfe<iioo, and improved by care, 
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re to the view n powerlefs, formlefs bandy 

the wjfe Artift with a mafler*s hand* 
iw forth each latent worth, each mental graetf 
i ppur'd expre(fii>n o'er the vacant £tce ; ^ 

k the datk eye with ienfe and foftneTs rollf 
i lips of roles hreatbe the fueling fouli 
i damaik cheek with kind afEe^irmK glow, 
1 the mind's whitenei's light the (km of fnow. 

Here the fair form, by nobler views refin'dt 
les the brigh miriW of die faultlefs mind« 
fallen weed attradls the glance of fcorn, 
blooming charm eonceaU the envious thorn* 
h pity's dew the eye of radiance flows, 
:h LEARNING 's gem thefbreaft of beauty glows. 

Happy the child whole green unpra^s'd yeartf 
I guiding hand of parent- fbndnefs rears^ 
rich inftrudio#s ample field removes, 
nes every fault, and every worth improves ; 

the young mind unfolds each fecret chaim^ 
h genius bright, with cherifb'd virtue warm | 
e the Spring's boaft the lovely plant ihall rife 
rrateful odors to the nurturing flj^iea. . 
Bur the negledtea being of a day, 

carelefs wa(te« the morn of life away* 
»ngh deck'd in lavifh nature'^ blooming dyc^ 

fcorn of wifdom, and of fools the prize, ^ 
res in difgrace, iu power lefs beauty mourns^ 
ile from her, view the eye of juogmknt turns. 
-So the lieht Poppy fills the flf>w'ry fcf^ne* 

1 of her ftreaked robe, and painted mein | 
ife's fliort fpnng each tranfienr grace difplays* 
I flaunts ennmor'd of the cojccomb's gaze. 
(h<uld THE WISE approach her tawdrry boweij 
1 lend his bofom to the phantom flower, 
latent fweets refrelhing powers di'penfe, 
droufy dulnefs veils the (Ick'ning feixfe : 

in difguft he fpurns her li*elefs rharms, 

I ^ings them rifled froin bis Joattbiog armn^ 
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Abvxce to a young Tradesmak. 

IVEMEMBER that tim^ is xnon^y. > 
who tan earn ten (hillinK a day by his labor, and go 
abroad, or fits idle one half that day, though he fpei 
but fixpence dnring his diyerfion or idlenefs, ought nr<t 
reckon that the only expenle ; he has really fpent, or rath 
thrown away, five (hillings befides. 

2. Remember that credit is money. If a man lets I 
money lie in my hands after it is due, he gives me the i 
tereft, or fo much as I can make of it during that tin: 
This amounts to a confiderable Turn where a man has goc 
and large credit, and makes g^d ufe of it. 

5. Remember that money is of a prolific, generatti 
nature. Money can beget money, and its offsprmg can t 
get more, and fo on Five fhtllings ttffhed is fix ; tnrni 
again, it is feven and three pence : and fo on till it becom 
a hundred pounds. The more thete is of it, the more 
produces every turning, fo that the profits rife qntcker at 
quicker. 

4 Remember that fix pounds a year is but a groat 
day For this little fum (wbich may be daily wafted eith 
in time or expenfe, unperceived) a maTi of credit may, < 
his own fecurity, have the conftant pofr?'ffion and ufe of 
hundred pounds. So much in ftocl, brtfkly tmned by i 
induftrious man, produces great advantage * 

5 Remember this frying, *» The good paymaiJ:er is lo 
of another man's purfe " He who is known to pay pun 
tually and eiaAly at the time he promifes, may at any tin 
and on any occafion, raife all the money his friends ci 
fpare. This is fometimes «>f great ufe. 

6 After induflry and frugality, nothing coHtribm 
more to the raifing of a young man in the world, than pur 
tual'ty andjufticein all his dealings ; therefore never ke 
lK>rrowed money an hoiir beyond the time you promifc 
left a dif-ippoinmicnt (hut up your frierdS purfe forever. 

7. 'Vht moft trifling adions which aflPed a man's cret 
are to be regarded "Ilie found of your hammer at fiv<* 
the mornirg or nine at nightf heard by a creditoft mA 
JHim aa/jr 6x goooxtu locfgcr. 
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8. But if he fees you at a billiard table, or hears your 
voice at a tavern^ when you ihould be at work, he fends 
.for his money the next day ; demands it before he can re- 
ceive It in a lump. 

p. It (hows, beddesi that you are mindful of what you 
owe ; it makes you appear a careful, as well as an honed 
man, and that flill increafes your credit. 

10. Beware of thinking all your own that you pofFefif 
and of living accordingly. It is a miilake that many peo- 
ple who have credit tall into. To prevent this, keep an 
exa£l account, for fome time, both of your expenfes and 
your income. 

11. If you take the pains at lird to mention particulars^ 
it will have this good effedt ; you will difcover how won- 
derfully, fmall, trifling expenfes mount up to large fums, 
and will difcern what might have been, and may for the fu- 
ture be faved, without occafioning any great inconvenience. 

I a. In fhort, the way to wealth, if you defiie it, is as 
plain as the way to market. It deperds chiefly on two 
vrords, inJufiry znd frugality ; that \sj wafte neither time nor 
money, but make the beft ufe of both. Without indudry 
and frugality, nothing will do, and with them, every thing 
vill do ^ 

1 3. He, who gets all he can honeflly, and faves all he 
gars (neceffary expenfes excepted) will certainly become 
rich ; if that Bei&g, who governs the world, to whom all 
(hould look for a blefllng on their honed endeavors, doth 
noty in his wiie piovidence, other wife determine. 



Parental Affection. Story of the 

Bear. 

1 HE white bear of Greenland and Spitf- 
bergen is confiderably larger than the brown bear of bu* 
rope, or the black beanpf ;^meric^ This bear is often 
feen on Achats of ice, ieveral leagues at fea. The following 
is copied ^n<m the journ-^l of a TQjtfgei for maluLg difcov- 
eries towards the North Pole. ,1 

G 
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2. Early in the morning, the man at the maft-hea^, 
gave notice that three bears were making their way very 
i'ad over the ice, and direding their courfe towards the (hip. 
They had probably been invited by the blubber of a fea- 
horfe, which the men had fet on fire, and which was bum* 
ing on the ice at the time of their approach. 
^ . 3. ,They proved to be a (he bear and her two cubs i 
but the cubs were nearly as large as the ^tm. They ran 
eagerly to the fire, and drew out from the flames part of 
the flefli of the feahorfe, which remained unconfumedi and 
ate it voracioufly. 

4. The crew from the (hip threw great pieces of the 
flefh, which they had ftill left, upon the ice, which the old 
bear carried away fingly, laid every piece before her cubs ; 
and, dividing them, gave each a fhare, referving but a 
imall portion to herfelf As (he was carrying away the laft 
piece, they levelled their mu(kets at the cubs, and (hot them 
both dead ; and in her retreat, they wounded the dam, but 
not mortally 

5. It would have drawn tears of pity from any but un* 
feeling mipds, to have roaiked the affedionate concern man- 
ifelled by this poor beaft, in the moments of her expiring 
young. Though (he wasforely wounded, and could but juft 
crawl to the place where they lay, (he carried the lump of 
fiefli (he had fetched away, as (he had donp the others be(bre, 
tore it in pieces, and laid it down before them ; and when 
(he faw they refudsd to eat, (he laid her paws fir ft upon one, 
and then upon the other, and endeavoured to raife them op. 

6. AU this while it was piteous to hear her moan. 
When (he found (he cculd not ftir them, (he went o£F ; and 
when at fome diftance, locked back and moaned ; and that 
not availing to entice them away, (he returned, and fmell- 
ing around them, began to bck their. wounds. 

7. &he went o£F a (econd time, as bt fiore ; and havmg 
crawled a few paces, lookc d »gain bchrrd her, and for feme 
lime ftood moaning. Bui ftill her cubs not rifing to follow . 
her, Ihe returned to them again, and with ftgns of inexpret j 
fible fondnefs, i^^nt round one and round the othei, paw* ] 
ing them, and moaning. 

8. Finding -^t laft that they were cold and lifelefs, (he -^ 
rutfed'he- head towards the (hip, and growled he» refent- 4 
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xsent at the murderers ; which they returned with a volley 
of mu(ket balls. She fell between h.'^r cubs, and died lick« 
ing their wounds. 

9. Wlidt child can read this interelling (lory, and not 
Feel in his heart the warmeft eoiotions of gratitude, for the 
ftronger and more peimanent tendernefs he has experien- 
ced from his parents ; while at the fame, time he feels his 
difpleaiure arifing towards thofe who treat with wanton 
karbaritj any of we brute creation^? 



The Victim. An Indian Story. 






X HE tragical death of an Indian of the CvU 
laplffa nation* (fays a gentleman) who facrificed himfelf for 
his country and fon, 1 have always admired, as difplaying 
the greatefl heroifm, and placing human nature in the no- 
bleft point of view. 

?• A f7i:f ji; IrmiaPi, hsvmg one day expreffed himi 
felf in the moft reproachful terms of the French, and call- 
ed the Collaplffas their dogs and their flaves, one of this 
nation exafperated at his injurious expreflions, laid him dead 
upon the fpot. 

3. rhe Cbadaws^ the moft numerous and the moft war- 
like tribe on the continent, immediately flew to arms. They 
fent deputies to New- Orleans to demand from the French 
governor the head of the favagc, who had fled to him for 
prote<5tion. 

4. The governor offered prefents as an atoaement, but 
they were reje<5led with difdain ; and they threatened to 
exterminate the whole tribe of the CoUapiJfas, To pacify 
this fierre nation, and prevent the efFufion of blood, it was 
at length found neceflary to deliver up the unhappy In- 
dian. 

5. The Sieur Ferrand, commander of ihe German pofts, 
on the right of the Mifliiippi, was charged with this mel- 
ancholy commiflion. A rendezvous was, in confequence, 
appointed between the fettlement of the Collap'ijfas and the 
German pofts, where the mournful ceremony was condudl- 
ed ii\ the following manner. 
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6. The Indian vidlim, whofe name was Mtng»^ was 
produced He rofe up, and* agreeably to the cullom of 
the people, harangued the aflembly to the following purpose. 

7. ** I am a true man ; that is to fay, I fear not death ; 
but I lamenc the fate of my wife and four infant children, 
whom L leave behind in a very tender age. I lament too 
my father and my mother, whom I have long maintained 
by hunting* 1 hem, however, I recoipmend to the Frencbi 
fince, on their account, I now fall a facrifice.'' 

8. Scarcely had he finiihed this (hort and pathetic har- 
angue, when the old father, ftruck with the filial affeAion of 
his fon, arofe, and thus addrefTed himfelf to his audience. 

9. '* My fon is doomed to death ; but he is young and 
vigorous, and more capable than I, to fupport his meth^r, 
his wife, and four infant children. It is neceflTary, thent 
that he remain upon the earth to proted and provide for 
them. As for me who draw towards the end of my carecTf 
I have lived long enough. May my fon attain to my agCt 
that he may bring up my tender infants. I am no longer 
good for any thing ; a few years more or lefs arc to nie of- 
fmall importance. I have lived as a man. I will die as a 
man, 1 therefore take the place of my fon." 

10. At thefe words, which exprefled his paternal love 
and greatnefs of foul in the moft touching manner, his wife, 
his fon, his daughter in-law, and the little infants, melted 
into tears around this brave, this generous old man. He 
embraced them for the laft time, exhorted them to be ever 
faithful to the French, and to die rather than betray them 
by any mean treachery unworthy of his blood. •• My 
death,'' concluded he, ** I confider neceflfary for the fafeiy 
of the nation, and I glory in the facrifice." 

11. Having thus delivered himfelf, he prefented his 
head to the kinfman of the deceafed Chaffaw ; and they 
accepted it. He then extended himfelf over the trunk of 
a tree, when with a hatchet, they fevered his head from his 
body. 

12. The French, who ailifled at this tragedy, could not 
contain their tears, whilft they admired the heroic conftan- 
cy of this venerable old man ; whofe refolution bore a re- 
femblance to that ot the celebrated Roman orator, who in 

ti)^ time of the triumvirate, was concealed by his foa. 
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13. The young man was mod cruelly tortured in order 
to force him to difcover his father, who, not bein^ able to 
endure the idea, that a fon fo virtuous and fo p:enerou?, 
ili3uld.thus f\i£Fer on his account, went and prefented him- 
(elf to the murderers^ and begged them to kill him aud fave 
his fon. 

14. The fon conjured them to take his life, and fpare 
the age of his fiiher ; but the foldiers, more barbarous dian 
the favages, butchered them both on the fpot. 



The art of Pleasing. 



I 



HAVE often lamented, that they, who 
have taken the mod p.-iins to recommend an attention. to 
the art of pleafing, have urged it only on the mean mo- 
tives of felf-tntereli. 

2. In order to a'.tain the power of pleafmg, they have 
recommended flattery and deceit ; and though they have 
required in their pupils the appearances of many gor)d qual* 
ities, they have not infilled on any fubllantial or conlil^ent 
virtue. 

3* It IS my wifh to exalt this amiable taUnt of pleafing 
to the rank of a virtiie founded on principle, and on the 
bed difpoiitions of humiin nature. I would feparate it 
from thofe varniftied qualities, which, like whited fcpulchres, 
are but a difguUe for internal deformity. 

4. A ftud* nt (;f the art of pleafing. as it is taught in the 
fGhool of fifhlon, is all foftnefs and plMufibility, ^11 benevo- 
lence and generofity, all attention and ndid uity, all grace- 
fiilnefs and gentility. Such is the external appearance ; 
but compare it with his private life, with thofe a^'ons 
which pafs unfeen, and you will find it by no means c< -rre- 
fpondent. 

5. Vou will ufually find a hard heart, me^nnefs, felfifli- 
Uefi», avarice, and a total want of th^Je principles from 
which alone true benevolence, fmcere friendthip, und jjren- 
tlenefs otdifpofition can originate- You will, indeed, find 
even the appearances of friendihip and benevolence p^'^por- 
tioned 10 the iuppofed riches and rank of him wbofe tavor 
and patroD3ge are cultivated. 

C2 
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6. It is a favourim jnaxim with thofe who teach the art 
of pleafing, that if you defire to pleafe, you can fcarccly fail 
to pleafe. Bat what motive, according to their do^rine, 
IS to excite this defire ! A wifh to render all with whom 
you converfe fuhfervient to your interefted purpofes of av- 
arice or ambition. 

7. It is a me^n and defpicable motive, when made the 
fole and conftant principle of converfation and behaviour. 
If this life is the whole of our exigence ; if riches and civ3 
honors are the chief good ; if truth, honor, and generoiity, 
are but names to adorn declamation ; then, indeed, they 
who praftife the art of pleafing, according to the vulgatf 
idea of It, are, after all, the truly, and the only wife. 

8 But let us not think fo meanly of the world and itf 
Creator ; and if our favorable opinion of things be an erroTf 
it is not only pardonable, but glorious ; and a generous man 
will iay, like the noble ancient, he had rather err with a 
Socrates and a Plato, than be right with a Machiavel. 

9. But, indeed, the virtues and the graces are much 
nearer allied, ihan they who ar^e ftrangers to the virtues are 
willing to acknowledge. There is fomething extremely 
beautiful in all the moral virtues, clearly underftood and 
properly reduced to pradice. 

!0. Religion is alfo declared to be full of pleafantnefs, 
in iliat volume in which its nature is defer ibed with the 
greateft auihcnticity. It muft indeed be allowed, that he 
who is adluated in his defire of pleafing by morality and 
religion, may very properly add all the eniheilifhments of 
external grScefulnefs ; and he may reft alfured, that the 
iincerity of his principles, and the goodncfs of his charader, 
will infure a degree of fuccefs in his attempts to plea(e» 
which a falfe pretender, with all his duplicity can never 
obtain. 

II. If true politenefs confifts in yielding fome of our 
own pretenfions to the felf-love of others, in repreffiug f>ur 
pride and arrogance, and in a gentlcnefs of fentiment and 
condu^, furely nothing can be more conducive to it than 
a religion which every where recommends brotherly love, 
jjjeeknefs, and humility. 
iz. 1 know not how paradoxical my opinion might ap» 
peskr to the fafhicnable club* av ^V laxut^' > %t \^ xjfefc fc»^ 
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fefled men of the world, nr to the pr oticent in wh^c I chH 
the mfincere art of pleafing : but I cannot help rhinking, 
tliat a crae Chriftian, one ^ho chinks and h£1s, as far as the 
mfirmity of his nature wi]] permit, coniiiltntly with the prin- 
ciples of his religinn« poiTefTes quilittes more capabltf of 
pleating, than any of choie which are faid i(\ eminently to 
have diftingtiiihed a Marlborough and a BoUingbroke 

13. The pious and amiable Mr N feems tome to 

haTe de(enre4 the epithet of all ^iccompliflied, much better 
than he to whom it has been fo oiten applied ; and it we 
may judge of his writings, and the accounts given of his 
life» as on the one hand, there never was a better ChTiftian^ 
fo, on the other, there never appeared a more polite gen- 
tleman. 

14. It is evident he derived his art of pleafing. not from 
a ftu^y of the world, or praA'fiiig the trick> of the little 
"Worldling, but from the loveiy qualities recommencied in 
the gofpel, and from an imitation of the humbb- Ji-fus 

15. They who ftudy the art ol pleafmg, would perhaps 
fmile were an inflrudlor to refer them, ior the be(^ rules 
which have ever been given, to the fermon on the mount. 

16.' It is however certain, that the art of pleafing, 
which is founded on iincere principles, derived from reli- 
gion and morality, is as far fuperior to that falfe art which 
confilU only in timulation ?nd diflimulation, a& ihc fine bril- 
liancy of the real diamond excels the ludre of Frtich pafte; 
or as the rofeate hue on the cheek of Hebe, the painted 
viiage of a haggard courtezan 

17. The inuncere art of pleaiing refembles |he inferior 
iQpecies of timber in a building, which, in order to pleafe 
the eye, requires the affiilance of paint ; but the art which 
is founded on fmceiity, is more like that which difplays far 
greater beauty in the variety and richnefs of its own native 
veins and color. 

18. A (hort time, or a flight touch, deftroys the fuper- 
fkial beauty of the one ; while the other acquires new 
graces from the hand of time, 

19 The rules and do5lrines of reliejion and morality 
tend 10 corred all the malignant qualities of the henrt ; 
fuch as envy, m;dice, pride, and re/ifntment In doing 
th»^ ihef cm off the very fource of difagtteiJblft b«haviiQ«r« 
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20. Morality and religion inculcate whatever is juft, 
mild, moderate, candid, and benevolent. In doing ihisp 
they e£Pe<5lually promote a fyllem of manners, which, with- 
out any fmifter defign in the perfon who pofTeiTes thexn^ 
cannot fail of being agreeable. 

21. If to thefe fubflantial powers of pleafmg are added 
the laft poltHi of a graceful deportment, the habits acquired 
in good company, an acquaintance with men and mannersp 
a talle for polite arts and polite books, no other roquifites 
will be wanting to perfeA the art, and form an allaccom- 
pliihed char after. 

22- A man will not be under the neceffity of hurting 
his confcience and reputation in cultivating, I know not 
what, of a deceitful and afieded behaviour. He may be at 
once pleafing and refpe(H:able, and grow in favor with men, 
without offending God. 



Example of Justice and Magnanimity. 

/\M0NG the feveral virtues of An Rides, 
that for which he was moft renowned was juflice ; becaufe 
this virtue is of mod general ufe, its benefit* extending to 
a grtfat number of perfons, as it is the foundation, and in a 
manner the foul, of every public office and employment. 

2. Themiilocles, having conceived the defign of fup- 
planting^ the Lacedemonians, and of taking the government 
of Greece out of* their hands, ih order to put it into thofo 
of the Athenians^ kept his eye and his thoughts continuallj 
fixed upon that great prnje^t ; and as he was not very nice 
or fcrupulius in the choice of his meafures, whatever tend- 
ed towards accomplifhing the end he had in view, he look- 
ed upon as juft and lawful 

3. On a certain day, he declared in a full afTembly of 
the people, that he had a v^y important defign to propoie; 
but that he could not commantcate ic to the people, be» 
caufe its fuccefs required it fliould be carried on with the 
greaiej[l fecrecy ; he therefore defired they would oppoint 

9 pet ton tf, ^^hom he might explain hinafelf upon the n|st« 
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|,. Ariftfdes was unanimoufly fixed upon by the whole 
^xnbly, who referred themfelves entirely to his opinion of 
i Affair ; fo great a confidence had they both in his pro- 
7 and prudence. 

5. i'hemiitoclesy therefore, having taken him afide, told 
m the defign which he had conceived was to burn the 
et belonging to the reft of the Grecian ftaies, which then 
f in a neighboring port ; and by this mean Athens would 
rtainly become xniftrels of all Greece. 

6. Ariftides hereupon returned to the afTembly, and 
ily declared to them, that indeed nothing could be more 
Ivantageous to the commonwealth than Themi (lodes' 
ojed ; but at the fame time, nothing in the world could 
* more unjuft. All the people unanimoufly ordatned that 
hemiftocles (hould entirely defill from his projed. 



SKSE 



The Duellists. 

SCBVB BBTWfiiB J^P^ARD AMD HfiNRr. 

Edward. JtIaRRY, at your reifuefty I incil 
yd here, and afk an explanation. 

Henry. My bufinefs with you is of fuch a nature ai 
eeds no prologue. I demand of you in direct terms, and 
cpeft a categorical anfwer, whether you wrote the piece 
gned Horatio in yefterdar's gazette ? 
Ed I did. 

Hen* It is faid by fome that your pointed fatire was aim* 
I at me. I next demand, whether that be true or not ? 
Ed My fatire was not pointed bur at a vice which eve- 
' where prevails And whoever fiys I aimed at you, or 
ly individual, aflerts an impious fihehood. However, if 
>u think thai any part is applicable to yourfelf, you are 
elcome to receive it Or, according to the proverb, " If 
te garment fits you, you may wear it " 
Hen From various circumllances, it appears evident 
>u aimed at me. r\nd give me leave to tell you, you 
ive couched a tender point ; I mean my h'>rnr. You 
ive fixed a ftain upf)n my charadle) «'hich rotli'^'g bat 
ood has power to walh away. I therefore requet^ that 
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you choofe your weapoxii appoint your place, and meet nM 
before we fleep. 

. Ed. .1 am ready to fight you, boafting hero, with any 
weapon, and at any time and place you chooie* 

Hen. Go then atid prepare, and meet me here with your 
fecund, in half an hour. [^Exh Henry."] 

Ed. [^ Alone ] Where has my courage fled ? In fpite of 
all my efforts, the blood chills in my veins, and my trem- 
bling limbs will icarce fupport me. Am I a coward then 2 
No, Heaven forbid it. Shame, honor, manhood forbid it. 
When my country called me to the field of battle, yrhen I 
faced the cannon's mouth, and heard its thunder, never did 
1 fuffer a joint to tremble. Why then do I tremble now| 
and what gave courage in fuch fcenes of danger ? That 
was a righteous caufe, and if I fell, I fell where di^ty call- 
ed me. If my prefent caufe be good, why tremble ? If 
bad, why am I engaged in it ? Some fecret whifper telli 
me to forbear. But ah ! it is too late. I hare accepted 
the challen^, and now I can't go bark. O Heaven direft 
lac! Heaven, did I ^^v? T \*r^z slrcid^ »^nounced Heaven. 
Mud I periOi then ? No ; I ivill have courage to be called 
a coward. I will refufe to fight, and hazard the conf^* 
-^-^ "iance. AH the ignominious epithets the world can heap 
'upon me will never half equd the tormenting flings of a 
wounded conicience [^Enter Henry. ] 

Hen. You aie come in time ; but where is your fecogdy 
Sir, and where your arms ? 

Ed. Arms and a fecond I need not. Cannot thii 
caufe be fettled on fome friendly terms? Shall we prefump- 
tuoufly dare to ftrike a blow which endlefs ages never can 
retrieve. 

Hen. Coward, daftard ; poor faint-hearted wretch ! I 
defpife you from my foul, and fpurn you from my prefence. 

Ed. Had 1 not reafons of eternal weight to keep my 
temj)er, I fear you would ftand in danger But you have 
nothing to fear \ for 1 have refolved to lay afide revenge 
• and fly to reafon. You may call me what you pleafe, daf- 
tard or coward. I condemn myfelf in terms the mod fe- 
vere, for being fo weak, fo bale, as to accept your mad pro- 
pofil. It h not courage, my friend, to d.ue Omnipotence; 
it is downright prefumption. True courage is never to bo 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. i j 

found in rafh adventures ; nor can that be called honor 
^bich arms one friend agamft another in a private qiurreL 
I tremble when I think what a precipice I have el'caped. 

Hen. Edward you have touched me in the niceft point. 

You have difgraced my name, and I will not bear it My 

heart is fixed upon revenge, and L am refolved to have it. 

£ii, if 1 h?ive prronged you, the law is open ; take what 

Citfsfii^ion that will give you. 

Ifcn. The law feldom does juftice in fuch a cafe as this. 
Ed, I yield to the law, and (hall be content with what- 
ever fktisfadlion that will give you But if you are not 
fuited with chat, and ftill are bent upon revenge, ftrike at this 
i heart; plunge your dagger into this bofom My heart's 
Uood (hall run freely ; but my confcience I cannot violate. 
ffem. Go, fconndrel ; if you will not give me fatisfac- 
tion in the only way which honor dilates, exped to feel the 
horfewhip, when there are none to help you, or be 701:0: 
witnefles. 

EJ. That we defend ourfelves, when we are affaulte^f 
is nature's law. Be it kno>^n to you^ I heed not your 
threats ; nor (hall I ever take one ftep mote or lefs to avoid 

(you. And if you, like a ruffian, attack me, and I do not 
manfully defend myfelf, then call me coward. 

Hen- Edward, you muft be fenfible that you have injur- 
ed me, !and ought to make me fatif>fadion. I afk for noth- 
ing but what is honorable. And, (incc we have gone thus 
far, if we now refafe to fight, the world will call us bqth 
cowards^' and who can endure it f 

Ed. Is this y cur courage then ! What, afraid to bear» 
for a few days, the feoffs and fneers of knaves and fools 1 
f How will you dare to meet your final Judge ; to be tried by 
' Him before afiembled worlds, and then condemned to ever- 
lafting woe ? I am not confcious of the leaft defign to do 
you wrong ; but this i own with fiiame and deepeft forrow» 
that I liftened in the lead degree to your defperate propo- 
ial of arming myfelf to ihed your blood. But I now de- 
clare, that I hold in utter deteftation and foul abhorrence, 
the favage cuftom of deciding quarrels by murderous du- 
elling. 

Hen. My friend, you have convinced me. Give me 
your hand. I own my faulty and mud acknowledge you te 
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be a man ef real courage, I admire your firmnefs, and 
coiifeis that it is a barbarous cuftom which (lamps thi& cruel 
praeHce with the name ot honor. My friend, you have 
preierved my life ; and language is too feeble 10 ezprefs the 
grateful feufations of my heart for fuch a kindnels. 



Speech of Mr. Pitt in the British Par- 
liament, ON THE Subject of the Sjlavb 
Trade. 

Sir, 



W] 



HILE I regret the ill fuccefs which has 
hitherto attended my efforts on this fubjed^, I am confbled 
with the thought that the houfe has now come to a refolu- 
tion declarative of the infamy of the flave trade. 

2. The only quedion now is, on the continuance of this 
tra£Eic, a traffic of which the very thought is beyond all hu- 
man endurance ; a traffic which even its friends think fo 
intoleraGle that it ought to be cruihed Yet the abolition 
of it ii to be refolved into a queftion of expediency. 

3. Its advocates, ip. order to continue it, have deferted 
even the principles of commerce ; fo that, it feems, a traf- 
fic in the liberty, the blood, ^he life of human beii^gs, is not 
to have the advantage of the common rules of aritlimetici 
which govern all other commercial dealings. 

4. The point now in difpute is the continuance JFor one 
year. As to thofe who are concerned in this trade, a yesir 
will not be of any consequence ; but will it be of none to 
the unhappy flaves:? It is true, that in the courfe of commer- 
cial concerns in general, it is faid fometimes to be beneath 
the magnanimity of a man of honor to infift on a fcrupu« 
lous ezadnefs, in his own favor, upon a difputed item in 
accounts. 

5. Bui does it make any part of oor magnanimity to be 
ezadt in our own 6eivor in the traffic of human blood ? If 
I could feel that any calculation upon the fuhjed were to 
be made in this way, the Me on which I (hould determinef 
would he in fnvor of the unhappy iufierers| not of thofe 
m^ho pfpreSei them* 
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H. Bat this one year is only to (how the planters that 
Farliament is willing to be liberal to them ! Sir, I do not 
tinderftand complimenting away the lives of Co many ha* 
man beings. 1 do not comprehend the principle on w.:ich 
a few individoals are to be complimented, and their imnds 
Set at reftj at the expenfe and total facrifice of the inrcell, 
the fecurity* the happinefs of a whole quarter of this world* 
which* from our foul pradlices* has for a vad length of 
time, been a fcene of miiery and horror. 

7. I fay* becaufe I feel, that in continuing this trade* 
you are guilty of an oflPence beyond your power to atone 
for $ and by your indulgence to the planters, thoufands of 
human beings are to be configned to mifery. 

8. Every year in which you contintie this trade, you 
add thoufands to the catalogue of mifery, which, if you 

.could behold in a (Ingle in (lance, you would revolt with 
horror from the' fcene ; but the fize of the mifery prevents 
you from beholding it. Five hundred out of one thoufand 
who are obtained in this traffic peri(h in this fcene of hor- 
ror ; and are brought miferable viftims to their graves. 

9. The remaining part of this wretched group are tain- 
ted both in body and mind, covered with diiisafe and in- 
fedion, carrying with them the feeds of peftilence and in- 
furredion to your iflands. 

10. Let me then a(k the houfe, whether they can de- 
rive any advantage from thefe doubtful e£Pfds' f acalcula- 
tion on the continuance of the traffic ? and whether tw» 
years will not be better than thice for its continuance ? 

1 1 For my part, I feel the infamy of the '^rade fo heav- 
ily, the -impolicy of it fo clearly, that I am alhamed not to 
have been able to have convinced the hou:e to abandon it 
altogether at an inftant ; to pronounce with one voice the 
immediH^e and total abolition. There is no excufe for us. 
It is the very death of ju nice to utter a fy liable in fiipport of it. 

12. I know. Sir, 1 (late this fuhjed with warmth. I 
feel it is impoffible for me not to do fo ; or if it were, I 
(hculd deteft mv^elf for the ezerci^ of moderation. I 
cannot, without fuffiering every feeling and every paffinn that 
ought to rife in the cau'e of humanity to deep within me, 
fpeak cooly up »n fuch a :ubjed. And d d they f el as I 
ttiink they ought, 1 am fuie the deciiion of the houfe 

a 
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would be with us for a total and immediate abolition i 
this abominable traffic. 

13. In fhort, nnlefs I have mifunderdood the fubje^ 
and unlefs feme leaions fhould be offered, muchfuperior 1 
any I have yet heard, I (hall think it the moft fingulai ai 
that ever wa$ done by a deliberative affembly, to refufe 1 
affent to the propofed amendment. It has been by a refi 
lution declared to be the fird objedl of their defire, the fir 
iobjed of their duty^ and the firil obje^ of their inclinatioi 



The Slaves. An Elegy. 



I 



F late I paufed upon the twilight plain 
Qf Fontenoy, to weep xhe free horn brave ; 
Sure fancy now may crofs the weflem main. 
And melt in fadder pity for ihejiave. 
' 2. Lo ! where to yon plantation drooping goes 
A fable herd of human kind ; while near 
Stalks a pale defpot» and around him throws 
The fcourge, that wakes, that puniOies the tear. 

3. O'er die far beach the mournful murmur (lray$» 
And j'^ins the rude yell of the tumbling tide. 

As faint the 7 labor in the folar blaze. 
To feed the luxury of Britifli pride ! 

4. E'en at this moment, on the burning gale 
Floats the weak wailing of the female tongue ; 
And can that fex's foftnefs nought avail ? 
Mud feeble woman fhriek amid the throng ? 

5. O ceafe to think, my foul ! what thoufands die 
Bv fuicide, and toil's extreme defpair ; 
TKoufands, who never rais'd to Heaven the eye, 
Thoufands who fear'd no punifbment, but here. 

6. ^re drops of blood the horiible manure, 
That fills with lufcious juice the teeming cane ? 
And mud our fellow-creatures thus endure> 
Tor traffic vile, ih' indignity of pain ? 

7. Yes, their keen forrows are the fweets we blend 
With the green bev'rage of our morning meal> 

The while to love meek mercy we pretend^ 
^ forji&'ithui ills affe^ to fed. 
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8. Yes 'tis their anguilh mantles in the howl, 
Their fighs excite the Britain's drunken joy ; 
Thofe ignoFant fuflPrers know not of a foul. 
That we enlightened, may its hopes dedroy. 

9. And there are men, who, leaning on the la^ivs^ 
What they have purchasM, claim a right to hold. 
Curs'd be the tenure, curs'd its cruel cauie ; 
Freedom^s a dearer property than gold h 

10 And there are men, with fhamelefs front have faid, 
" That nature form'd the negroes for difgrace ; 

" That on their limbs fubj'^dtion is difplay'd ; 
•* The doom of flav'ry ftamp'd upon their face** 

1 1 • Send your ftern gaze from Lapland to the liner 
And ev'ry region's natives fairly fcan, 

Their forms, their force, their faculties combine, 
And own the vaft variety of man ! \ 

12. Then why (Mp^H-Se your/ehet thechofen few, 
To deal oppreffion's poifon'd arrows round ; 

To gaU, with iron bonds, the weaker crew, 
Enforce the labor, and inflid the wound ? 

1 3. * Tis fordid int'rell guides you. Bent on gatn^- 
In profit only can ye reafon find ; 

And pleafure too ; but urge no more in vain, 
The felfifh fubjedt, to che fecial mind 

I ^. Ah ! how can he, whofe daily lot is grieff 
Whofe mind is vilify 'd beneath rhe rod, 
Suppofe his Maker has for him relief ? 
Can he believe the tongue that fpeaks of God ? 

1 5. For when he fees the female of his heart, 
And his lov'd daughters, torn by lull away. 
His fons, the poor inheritors of fmart — 
-~-Had he religion, think ye he could pray ?' 

16. Alas ! he deals hini from the loathsome flied. 
What time moid m-dnight bfows her venom'd breath. 
And -lufing how he long has toil'd and bled. 
Drinks the dire balfam of confoling death ? 

17. Halle, hade, ye winds, on fwifteft pinions fly. 
Ere ^rom this world of mifery.he ^o. 

Tell him his wrongs oedew a nation's eyvi. 
Tell him Britannia blulhes for his. woe ! 
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1 8. S^}\ that in future, negroes Jhall be hlefi^ 
K:ink*d trVn as nien» and men's juit lights enjoy; 
B:* "ciiJiti f^Id, nor puicha&'dy nor (>ppreii''d, 
Isio ^liet (hall wither, and no ftiipes deiiroy ! 

19 day that lair iieedom bends her holy flight 
To heei ih^r infant, and conf<>le the fire ; 
S* ItiHil he, wond'ring, prove, at laft, delight} 
And in a rhiob of exiiacy eipire. 

I c I hen ih nil proud A ioion'fr crown, where laurds twii^^ 
To)r fnn* the bofr^m of the raging fea, 
B • it, Viidii ihe glorious leaves, a gem divine. 
The radiasic gem of pure humanity ! 



• -*»-» 



The Humane Indian. 



./\N Indian, who had not met with his nfiou 
al fnccefs tn hunnng, wandered down to a plantation 
an:* ng the back ff^ttlements in Virginia ; and feeing a plant- 
ti at his door, aiktd for a morfel of bread, for he was very 
hungry. The planter bid him begone, for he would give 
him none. 

2. Will you g've me a cup of your beer ? faid the la- 
dian. No, you (hall have none here, replied the planter* 
But I am very faint, laid the favage. Will you give me 
only a di aught of cold water ? Get you gone, you Indiaa 
dog ; you (hall have nothings ht re, faid the planter. 

3. It happened fome months after, that the planter 
went on a (hooting party up into the woods, where, intent 
upon his game, he miffed his company, and loft his way ; 
and night coming on, he wandered through the foreft, till 
be elpied an Indian wigwam. 

4. He approached the favage's habitation, and afked 
him to (how him the way to a plantation on that (ide th« 
country. It is too late for you to go there this eveuine. 
Sir, faid the Indi^^n ; but if you will accept of my homely 
fare, you are v elcvome 

5. He then offered him fome venifon, and fuch other 
lefrefhment as h's^ (lore afforded, and having laid fomt 

ti^ar&ins for bis bed, he deGred that he would repofe hla^ 
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felf for the night, and he would awake him early in the 
xnomin^i and conduct him on his way. 

6. Accordingly in the morning they fet rff, and the In- 
dian led him out of the foreft, and put him into t! e road 
which he was to purfue ; but juft as they were taking leave, 
he (lepped before the planter, and turning round, ftaring 
full in his face, r*(ked him, whether he recolledled his fea- 
tures. The planter was now ftiudc with fhame and con- 
fafion, when he recogniled, in his kind protestor, the In- 
dian whom he had fo harlhly treated 

7. He conffifeil that he knew him, and was full of ex- 
cuses for hi^ bruial behavior ; to which the Indian only 
replied ; When you fee poor Indians fainting for a cup of 
cold water, don't fay again, ** Get you gore, you Indiau 
d,)g.** The Indian then wiflitd him well on his journey, 
and left him. It is not difficult to fay which of ihefe tw© 
bad t!ie bed claim to the name of Chrlflian. 



The Mammoth. 



O 



F all the quadrupeds which have hitherto 
been defcribcd, the Mammoth is undoubtedly muc"^ the 
larj^efl This animal is not known »o have an cxiJtfnce 
any where at pre'enr. We judge of it only froRj iij* bor es 
and ikele^ons, which are of an unparalleled fize, and are 
found in -Siberia, Raffi.i, Germany, and North- America 

2 On the Ohio, and in many places faither nnrthi 
ttifks, grinders, and fk*»letons, which admit of n*- conipari» 
fon with any other animal at prefenr known, are found in 
va(i numbers ; {i^me lying on the furface of the earth and 
fome a little bel'^w it 

3. /\ Mr Stanley, taken prifoner by the Indians nf-ar 
the mouth of the Tenneffee, relates that after being ir.;nfl 
ferred from one tribe to another, he was at length car ied 
over" the mountains weft of rhe M'.fT uri to a river which 
mns •A'eft>pardly ; that thefe bones abounded there: and 
that the natives iaid the animal was ftiU exifting in ihs 
iiorthern pares of their country^ 

H t 
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4. A de!e;^uiion of warriors -from the Delaware tribe 
hdving vifiLeJ ihe governor of Virginia, during the late 
levolutinn, on matters of budnefs ; aiter ihefe bad been 
difcufTtfd and fettled in council, the governor aiked them 
fomtf quelH^ns relative to their country, and, among others^ 
what ihuy knevir or had heard of the animal whofe bones 
were lound at the Salt lick on the Ohio. 

5. The chief fpeaker immediately put himfelf into an 
attitude of oiatory, and with a pomp fuited to what he 
conceived the elevation of his fubjed, informed him that 
it was a tradition handed down from their fathers, " That 
in ancient times, a herd of thefe tremendous animals came 
to the Big bone licks, and began a univerfal deflrudton of 
the bears, deer, elks, buffaloes, and other animals, which 
had been created for the ufe of the Indians. 

6 '* That the Great Man above, looking down and fee* 
mg this, was fo enraged that he feized his lightning, de- 
fcended to the earth, feated himfelf on a neighboring 
mountain, on a rock, on which his feat and the print of his 
feet are flill to be feen, and hurled his bolts among them 
till the whole were flaughtered, except the big bull, who» 
prefenting his forehead to the (hafts, (hook them o£F as they 
fell ; but miffing one at length, it wounded him in the fide; 
whereon, fpringing round, he bounded over the Wabalh^ 
the Illinois, and finally over the great lakes, where he b 
living at this day.'* 



Dialogue between Mrs. Careless, and 
Mrs. Friendly, upon Flmale Educa- 
tion. 

Mrf. Carelefs, vTOOD moming, my dear Mrs. 
Friendly. I came to requeft your company in a walk | 
but I fee you are engaged with a book ; pr^y what h it ? 

Mrs^ Friendly. It is a treaiife on female education, which 
plcafes me much ; and will, with d'^rreftic avnc.^tions, de- 
prive me of the pleafure of walking with you ihi' morning. 
JIfrs. Care* And what have you to do with troiti«Vs on 

eduwatiw? I Sd^om read amy \Vwsv^) axx^ i^^'^vt %«9te ^f 
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hat kind. I (hould as foon think of plodding through a 
volume of Old fermms. 

Mrs. Fr, 1 aflure you, I confider the educarion of 
fouth, females in particular, to be a matte* of the fii U im- 
porrance ; and I cake great pleafure in re.idiitg the nb er« 
vatinns of ingenious writers on the l\ibj»'<5t. I have c'lil- 
dren, in whofe welfare, 1 need not ttll you, I dm dtitt.Aj 
interefted ; and their happinefs or mifery, rh^ir honor or 
infamy, entirely depend, in my opinion, on ihe principlei 
and habits they acquire in you^h, whilft the mind is tender 
and the voice of inilrudlion fink:* deep. 

Mn. Care. But cannot children be educated, unlefs their 
parents read books on the i'ubjcd. 

Mrs. Fr. Certainly they can, if the parents are them* 
felves qualified for the tafk. Bur I find it a difficult and 
delicate bulinefs, and therefore 1 have recourfe to the wife 
and experienced for affidance in condu<5ting it 

Mrs. Care, The afliiiance of the dancing, mufic, and 
drawing mafters, is all L require for my ctiildren. They 
fliall indeed know ibmething of reading, writing, and nee* 
die work ; but to give them a poi'tte education and make 
Ihem accomplifhed is my aim. 

Mrs Fr. I fear, my dear Mrs. Carelefs, you do not 
diftinguifh the advantages, which arife from a ufeful rather 
than a polite education ; fince you fpeak with fo much in* 
difference of the former, and with fuch raptures of the latter. 

Mrs, Care- FraLj what are the mighty advantages of 
educating children in what you ftyle a ufeful manner I I 
never yet faw them. 

Mrs. Fr Then you are no very ftrift obferver. (I 
beg ) our pardon lor fpeaking thus freely ) But furely each 
day brings inftances of its advantages ( and each day ihows 
the mifchief of a contrary mode. The kind of educanon 
I mention is that which tends to give females well '-egu- 
lated minds and agreeable manners ; and render them be- 
lov.^d, efteemed, and admired. For it is by no means 
n-ceffary in order to this that a young lady fhould be mif- 
tre's of all poH»e accompl'fhments They often belong to 
fome of the moft difgufting and infignificant of the fex. 
No, let parents form the growing mind to virtue, religioiv 

aad the calm pleafures of domeftic life i at the fame time 
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endeavouring that cheerful nefs play round the heart, and 
innocent gaiety enliven llie behaviour. Let the habit of 
felf government be early produced ; for all the world con- 
fpiring Cvinnot make a woman happy who does not govern 
her piflions Let the fir ft appearance < f ftubbornnefs in 
them be checked and refifted ; and let them be taught cheer- 
fully to deny themfelves every o\jt€t of defire, inconfiftenC 
with rea/o/ty prudetice. or Tirtue. Thus cultured, their tem- 
pers will be fweet and placid, and their manners gentle and 
en^nging. If rhey be ywx. under the care of tutors abrpadf 
they will not be unreachable and refrn^ory ; and the prefix 
ence of their parents will not be necelTary to make them 
behave with dilcretion and propriety 

Afrj. Care Well, after their minds are thus taken care- \ 
of, how %vould you have them further accomplifhed ? \ 

Mrs Fr They fnould be vtell verfed in reading, wri- 
ting, arithmetic, ind hnglifh gr^^mmar. If their natural 
geuius ihongly led them to poetiy, painting, or mu(ic, and 
eaty fortune admitted, ii fhonld be indulged and cultivatf'd \ 
but bv no means to fuch a degiee as to interrupt or fuper- 
fede domellic employments For thefe require attention in* 
a greater or lefb degiee from every woman ; and unlef&ihe. 
under (land and difc trge them according to her circum- 
ftances, (he is contemptible and ufelefs. 

Mrs Care. Fine accomplifhnients truly ! a perfeft (kill 
in handling the broom and dnltt-r ! Mrs. Fiiendly, it you 
educate your children in this way, they will be ru-ned ;. 
they will be ftrangers to the charms of dancing, dieis and 
company. The ja:races will never condelcend to adorn 
ihofe who are accuUomed to the kitchen 

Mrs Fr, My friend, I have no r>bje<flion to dancings 
drefs and company, when they form not the chief obje^ of 
folic»tude vind attention, and are cultivated merely aj. the 
recreation and ornaments of life, and not asrhe bufinefs and 
end "f it Be afTured, a well fu^-nifhed mind, a well gov- 
erned temper, love of domeftic ple;jfures, and aninclinati-^S ■ 
and capacity to purfue domel^c employments, are the firft 
reqipfites in a w«'man, and the f .indanoft ,»f her lei; e^a- 
bility and enjoyment. Without thej'e. ih' ugh her gr^iceful 
mien and dancmg charm every eye, and Jie? muficbe 
iWeeier than the harp oi Orpheus^ (he muft be unhappy in 
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Wrfelfy and a vexation and cormenc to her triends^ Let 

Us view a peifon educated in the fchnel ot diffip^tiony and 

furiifflied with merely pohte accoinpli{hnient&- Engioifed 

by the deiire ot leading a life ot' amulemenc before me can 

even fpell a Psnrence, and unfurniflied with juft fentiments 

ind iiiduftiious h^bicsi fhe ib ient to the dancing academy 

that her manners may become graceful. Here ihe lees 

gayer drefle« than her awn. which infimie with y-anity and 

envy her giddy, unoecupied mind. She is determined t» 

be oatdone by none in elegance She dilputes with Mam« 

ua about fafhion and fine clothes ; and if her extravagant 

defires are not indulged^ murmurs and repines at her cruel 

btef becomes confirmed in the deteftable habit of fretting; 

' and knows not content but by the name. A fondnefs lor 

iho(e phantoms which lure to ruin, called pleafures, and a 

pafiion for (how and parade, which perhaps through life fhe 

can never indulge, gain entire poHeflion of her heart. /\U 

ker joys are in gay parties and a&mblies, where, like the 

butterfly of fixmmer, fhe pleafes by the brilliance of her 

•olon only ; which, however, is no fooner familiar to the 

f eye* than k is beheld with indifference ; yet alas ! this it 

■11 the attradion which this child of vanity can boaft. 

ICatiirer years fieal on ; her mind 'n Co uncultivated that 

fhe is incapable of the rational pleasures of ihinking and 

•onTerfation ; her love of difllpation aod amufement grows 

wlcb her growth ; flie figh^ for new pleafures ; but alas i 

h ibe has (6 often travelled the circle, that their novelty is 

f. deftroyed. With all her apparent gaiety, fhe is prob ibly 

r more wretched than the mifcreant, who begs the morfel 

that fiiftains his being. If (he be ever placed at the head 

•f a family, (he difgufts her hufband, negledt* her cbildten^ 

and order, peace and induftry are Grangers In her houfe. 

Her company is ever uninterefting or dil agreeable, her 

I same is fynonimous with folly, and her memory is lod with 

' her life 

Mrs, Care What a pi(!flure, my dear Mrs. Friendly* 
have you drawn ! I turn from it with horror. I aflTure 
you my chief care (hall be to form mv children to reflec- 
ti«ifti, felf.governmeit, and indnllry -. -ind tht^y and 1 Ihall 

I have reafon to rejiice in the change you have made ia my 
ftatimeati* 



! 
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Mrs, Fr. I rejoice to hear you exprefs yourfelf iti fizd 
a manner. Believe me, when 1 Tay, the beft fortune whidi 
oan be beftowed on a child is a good education It lecurei 
her honor and happinefs through life, whatever be her lta< 
tion i and it leads her to the exercife of thole noble and 
virtuous difpofitions which are an indffpenikble preparatioi 
for the enjoyments of the future (late. 



Singular Adventure of Generai,. 

Putnam^ 



W 



HEN General Putnam fird moved U 
Pomfret, in Connedlicut, in the year 1 739. the country wai 
new and much infeded with wolves. Gieac havfK wai 
made among the (h'eep by a (he wolf which wit^ her annli< 
al whelps, had for feveral years continued in that vicinitfi 
Th^ young ones were commonly df (Itoyed by the vigilance 
•f the hunters ; but the old one was too fagacious to hi 
tnfnared by them. 

2. This wolf, at length, became fuch an intolerabh 
nuifance, that Mr. Putnam entered into a combination witt 
five of his neighbours to hunt altern^ely until they could 
de(troy her. Two by rotation, were to be conftantly ir 
purfuit. It was known, that, having loft the toes from <mi 
foot by a fteel trap, (he made one track (horter than the other, 

3. By this veftfge, the purfuers recog:iifed, in a light 
fiiow, the route of this pernicious animal H<iving f flow- 
ed her to Connedticut river, and found (he had turned back 
in a direft courfe towards Ponrifret. they immediately re« 

, turned, and by ten o'clock the next moining the blood- 
hounds had driven her into a den, about three miles diftant 
from the houfe of Mr. Putnam. 

4. The people fooo colledled with dogs, guns, draw, 
fire and fulphur, to attack the common enemy. With this 
apparatus, feveral unfaccefsful efforts weie made to force 
her from the den. The hounds came back b^dly wounded 
and refufed to return The"*Tnoke of blaz'n.s: Umw I.ad no 
effe<5l. Nor did the fum'^s o^' burnr brimftnie. with which 
the cavern was filled, compel her to quit the retirement. 
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5. Wearied with fuch frniclefs attempts (which had 
brought the time to ten o'clock at night) Mr Putnam tri^ 
ed once more to make his dog enter, but in vahi ; he- pro- 
pofed to his negro man to go down into the cavern and 
(hoot the wolf. The negro declined the hazardous fervice. 

6. Then it was that their matter, angry at the difap- 
pointment, and declaring that he was afhamed of having a 
coward in his family, refolved himfelf to deftroy the fero- 
cious bead, left (he fliould efcape through fome unknown 
Gfltire of the rock. 

7. His neighbors ftrongly remonftrated againft the per- 
ilous enterprife ; but he knowing that wild animals were 
mtimidated by fire, and having provided feveral ftrips of 
birch bark,^ the only combuftible material which he could 
obtain, which would afford Ught in this deep and darkfome 
c«ve« prepared for his -defcent. 

B. Having accordingly, divefted himfelf of his coat 
and waiftcoat, and having a long rope fadened round his 
legs, by which he might be pulled back, at a concerted fig- 
nu, he entered, head foremod, with the blazing torch in 
his hand. 

9. Having groped his paff^ge till he came to a hori- 
zontal part of the den, the moft terrifying d^Tknefs appear- 
«d in front of the dim circle of light afforded by his torch. 
fa was filcBt ias the honfe of death. None but m< ndeis of 
Ihedefert had ever before explored this foHtary manfion of 
borror. 

10. He cautioufly proceeding onward, came to an a& 
cent ; which he ilowly m«'unted on his hands and knees 
iQtil he difcovercd the glaring eyeballs of the wolf, who 
l»as fitting at the exrremity of the cavern. Startled at the 
Jght of fire, fhe gnafhed her teeth and gave a fuUen growl. 

11. As foon as he had made the neceffary difcovery 
lie kicked the rope as a fignal for pulling him out The 
people, at the mouth of the den. who had liftened with 
painful anxiety, hearing the growling of the wolf, and fup- 
pofing their friend to be in the moft imminent danger, drew 
mm foith with fuch celerity that he was ftripped of his 
dotbest and feverely bruifed. 

12. After he had adjured his clothes, and loaded his 
fpn with atne buck fhot^ holding a torch in one hand and 
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the mu&ec in the other, he defcended a.fecond tiflMSi 
When he drew nearer than before* the wolf affaming a ftill 
more fierce and terrible appearance, howling, rolling hei 
eyes, fnapping her teeth, and dropping her head betwiehl 
her lege was evidently in the attitude and on the point d 
ipringing at him. 

I j, At this critical inftant, he leyelle d and fired at het 
head. Stunned with the ihock, and fttffbcated with the 
fmoke, he immediately found himfelf drawn out of the cave 
But having reftefhed himfelf and permitted the fmdte U 
diflipate he went d^wn a third time* 

14. Once more he came widiin figbt'of the wdf, whi 
appearing very paffive he applied the torirh to her nofe ; 
and perceiving her dead, he took hold of her ears, anc 
then kicking the rope (ftill tied round hU legs) the people 
above with no fmall exultation, dragged uem both on 
together. 



Extract from Dr. Joseph Warren*« 
Oration, DtLivtRED at boston^ 
March 5, 1772. 

X HE voice of your fathers' blood cries ti 
you from the ground, " Mv fons, fcom to be slaves V 
tn vain we met the frowns of tyrants ; in vain we crofied 
the boifterous ocean, found a new world, and prepared it 
for the happy refidence of liberty ; in vain we tcnled ; if 
vain we fought ; we bled in vain, if you our off&prii^ want 
valnr to repel the aflaults of her invaders ! 

2 Stain not the glory of your worthy anceftors ; bat 
like them refolve never to part with your birthright. B< 
W'fe in your deliberations, and determined in your exertion 
for the prefervation of your liberty. 

3. Follow not the dilates of p<iflion ; but enlift your 
^Ives under the facred banner of reaon ; ufe every metho( 
in your power to <ecure your rights : at leaft prevent tli< 
curfes or pofterity from beini? heaped upon your memories 

4. If you with united zeal nnd frrtitude, oppofe th( 
ti^rreai; ^ opprei&oD ; if you feel the true fire of patriotill 
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burning in your breaiU ; if you, from your fi^uU, deCpiCe the 
mnH gHudy dreli which flavrry can wear ; if you renily 
pTc?er the lonely cottage, whiltl bleit ^viih liberty, to gilded 
pal.)ces« furrounded with the enfigns o! {]/iV;;iy, yi n nny 
have the fulleft afTurance that tyranny, with he*' wii..le ac- 
cursed train, will hide her hideous head in coniulion, fhame 
and defjpair. 

f . If you perform your part, you mufl have tlic (Irongeft 
confidence, that the fame Almighty Being, wh- |iroiedlted 
your pious and venerable forefathers, who enabltd them to 
turn a barren wildemefs into a fruitful field, wlio fo often 
made bare his arm for their falvation, will Hill be mindful 
of their offspring. 

6. May this Almighty Bfing gracioufly prefide in 
all our councils. M.iy he diredl us to fuch mcafures as 
he him'elf (hall appri»ve, ani bepleafed to blefs. May wc 
be ever favored of God. May our Innd be a land of lib- 
erty, the feat of virtue, the afylum of the opprefTed, " a 
name and a praife in the whole earth," until the lad ilio-k 
of time (hall bury the empires of the world in undiiim- 
guifhed ruin ! 



Self-Interest, 

Dialogue between two Neighbors. 

Deriy, \J00D morning, neighbor Scrapewell. 
I have half a dozen miles to ride to day, and (h^iuld be ex- 
tremely obliged if you would lend me y»ur grey mare. 

Scrapetitell. I fliould be happv, friend Derby, to oblige 
you ; but -im under a neceflity of going immediately to the 
mill with three bags of corn. My wife wants the meal 
this very morning 

Der Then (he muft want it ftill, for I can afTure you 
tbe mill does not go to-day. 1 heard the miller tell Will 
Davis that the water was too low. 

Scrape You don't fay fo ? That is quite unlucky ; for 
in tha- cafe, I (hall be obliged to gnUop oflF to tow" for the 
mea^ My wife would comb my head fur me, if I UiQuld 
negled it. 

1 
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Der, I can fave you this journey. 1 have plenty o£ 
meal at home, and will lend your wife as much as fhe 
wants. 

Scrape. Ah ! neighbor Derby, I am Aire yonr meal will 
never fuit my wife. You can't conceive how whimiical 
flie is. 

Der, If fhe were ten times more whimfical than (he is» 
I am certain (he would like it ; for you fold it to me your* 
felf, and you aifured me it was the beft you ever had. 

Scrape. Yes, yes, that's true, indeed ; I always have the 
heft of every thing. You know, neighbor Derby, that no 
one is more ready to oblige than 1 am ; but I muft tell 
you the mare this morning refufed to eat hay \ and truly I 
am afraid fhe will not carry you. 

Der. Oh, never fear ! I will feed her well with oats on 
the road. 

Scrape, Oats ' neighbor ; oats are very dear. 

Der, They are fo indeed ; but no matter for that* 
When I have a good job in view, I never ftand for trifles. 

Scrape. It is very flippcry ; and I am really afraid (he 
will fall and break your neck. 

Der. Give yourfelf no uneafinefs about that. The mare 
is certainly fure. footed ; and, befides, you were juft now 
talking yourfelf of galloping her to town. 

Scrape Well then, lo tell you the plain truth, though 
I wilh to oblige you with all my heart, my faddle is torn 
quite in pieces, and I have juft fent my bridle to be mended. 

Der, Luckily, I have both a bridle and a faddle hang- 
inff up at home. 

Scrape, i\h \ that may be ; but I am fure your faddle 
will never fir my mare. 

Der, Why then 1*11 borrow neighbor Clodpole's. 

Scrape Clodpole's ! his will no more fit than youn 
does. 

Der. At the worft, then V\\ go to my good friend 
Squire J.'^nes- He has half a fcore of them ; and I am fure 
he will lend me one that will fit her. 

Scrape, You know, friend Derby, that no one is more 
willing to oblige his neighbors than 1 am. I do affnre 
you the be;. ft fh'^uld be at ycmr fervice with all my heart ; 
but fte has not been curt ted, I beltevei for three weeks 
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paft. Her foretop and mane want combing and cutting 
irer7 much. It any one fhould fee her in her preient plight 
it would ruin the lale of her. 

Der* O ! a hopfe is foon curried, and my fon Sam OxdXl 
difpatch her at once. 

Scrape. Yes, very likely ; but I this moment recolledl 
(he creature has no ihoes on. 

Der. Well, is there not a blackfmith hard by ? 

Scrape, What, that tinker of a Dobfon ! 1 would not 
trull faeh a bungler to ihoe a goat. No, no ; none but 
uncle Tom Thumper is capable of (hoeing my mare. 

Der. As good luck will have it, then, I ihall pafs right 
by his door. 

Scrape, [^Calling to bis/m.'] Timothy, Timothy. Here's 
neighbor Derby, who wants the loan of the grey mare to 
ride to town to day. You know the flcin was rubbed oflF 
her back laft week a hand's breadth or more. ^He gives 
Tim a wink.'] However* I believe fhe is well enough by 
this time. You know, Tim, how ready I am to oblige xaj 
neighbors. And, indeed, we ought to do all the good we 
can in this world. We mud certainly let neighbor Derby 
have her if fhe will pofiibly anfwer his purpofe. Yes, yes ; 
I fee plainly by Tim's countenance, neighbor Derby, that 
he's difpofed to oblige you. 1 would not have refufed yott 
the mare for the worth of her. If I had, 1 fhould have 
expelled you would have' refufed me in your turn None 
of my neighbors can accufe me of being backward in do- 
ing them a kindnefs. Come, Timothy, what do yju lay ? 

Tim. What do I fay, father ! Why, I fay, Sir, that I 
am no lefs ready than you are co do ?- neighborly kinduefs. 
But the mare is by no means capable of performing the 
journey. About a hand's breadth did you fay, Sir ! Why 
the fkin is torn from rhe poor creature's back, of the big- 
nefs of your gre.it brimm'd hat. And, befides, I have 
promifed her, as loon as fhe is able to travel, to Ned Saun« 
ders, to carry a load of apples to market. 

Scrape, Do you hear that, neighbor ? 1 am very forry 
matters cum out thus I would not have difobliged you 
for the price of lwo. fuoh mares. Believe me, neighbor 
Derby, 1 am really forry for your fake, that matters turn 
ant thus. 
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Der, And 1 as much for yours, neighbor ScrapewelTi 
for to tell you the tiuth« I received a lettei this morning 
from Mr. Griffin, who tells me li I will be in town this 
day, he will give me the refufal of all that lot of timber, 
which he is about cutting down upon the back of cobble* 
hill ; and 1 intended you Ihould have (hated half of it, which 
would have been not lefs than fifty dollars in yoiu pocket. 
But— 

Scrape. Fifty dollars, did you fay ! 

Der Ay, tiuly did I ; but ias your mare is ont of or* 
der, ril go and fee if I can get old Koan the blackfmith's 
horfe. 

Scrape. Old Roan ! My mare is at your fervice^ neigh- 
bor. Here, Tim, tell Ned Saunders he can't have the 
mare. Neighbor Derby wants her ; and I won't refofe (b 
good a friend any thing he aiks for. 

Der But what aie you to do for meal \ 

Scrape. My wife can do without it this fortnight} if 70U 
want the mare io long. 

Der But then your faddle is all in pieces. 

Scrare. I meant the old one. I have bought a new one 
£nce, and you fhall have the firil ufe of it. 

Der And you would have me call at Thumper's and 
get her fhod ? 

Scrape. No, no ; I had foi^otten to tell you, that I let 
neighbor Dobfon ihoe her laft week by way of trial ; and 
to do him jufiice, I muft own he fhoes extremely well 

Der, But if the poor creature has loft fo much fkin 
from off her back — 

Scrape. Poh, poh ! That is juft one of our Tim*s large 
ftories. I do afTure you, it was not at firft bigger than mj 
thumb nail ; and I am certain it has not grown any fince. 

Der. A t leaft, however, let hfir have fomething flie wi// 
eat, fince fhe reftjfes hay. 

Scrapie She did, indeed, refufe hay this morning ; but 
the only reafon was that fhc was cramm'd full of oats. Yoa 
have nothing to fear, neighbor ; the mare is in perfeA trim ; 
and (he will ikim you over the ground like a bird. I wiA- 
yen a good journey and a profitable job. 
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On Frofan£ Swearing. 

A EW evil habits are of more pernicious cob- 
ieqnence, or overcome with more difficulty, than that very 
odious one of profane curflng and Iwearipg. It cannot be 
exptrdled ih it the force of moral principles (hould be very 
ftron^ upon any one who is accuftomed, upon every trivial 
cccifion, and frequently without any occafion at all, to flight 
the prt^cepts and charadVer of the Supreme Being. 

2. When we have Toft any degree of refpedk for the Au- 
thor of our eziiience, and rhe concerns of futurity, and can 
bring the moft awful appellations into our fl^ghteft conver- 
faiion, merely by way of embellifliing our foolifh and per- 
hai)s fallacious narratives, or V) give a greater force to our 
little refentmentSy conscience will foon lofe its influence up* 
on our minds 

5. Nothing but the fear of dilgrace, or a dread of hu- 
jr^n l.iws, will reftrain any perfon, addidted to commoxi 
fwearing, from the moft deteftable perjury. 

4. For if a man ciin be brought to trifle with ilie moft 
facred things in his common difcourfe, he cannot ^urelj 
confider them of more confcquence when his inter eft leads 
him to f\«rear falfely for his own defence or emolument. 

5. It is really aftonifhing how im;^rcepiibly fhii vice 
ereepi upon a perfon, and how rootedly he afterwards ad- 
heres to it People generally begin with ufing onU fl ght 
czclaniations, and which fetm hardly 10 carry rhe <tppcar- 
ance of any thing criminal ; and fo proceed on to othersi 
till the moft fhocking oaths become familiar. 

6. And when cnce the habit is confi;med, it is rarely 
ever eradicated. The fwcarer lofes the ideas which are 
attached to the words he makes uff of, ard the^efoie exe- 
crates his friend when he means to blefs him : and calls 
God to witnefs his intention of doing things which he 
knows he has no thoughts of performing? in re^ility 

7. A young gentleman with wh^m T am irtim^tely ac-» 
quainted, and who poflefles many exc<*lleni qa^.lificitions, 
bui unhappily in a declining ftate of health, nnd evidt- tly 
tending rapidly to the chambers of death, has been from h}9 

1 2 
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childhood fo addicted to the pradice of fwearing in his 
commim converfation, that even now I am frequently 
ihocktd by his profaning the name of that facred Being 
before whom he, moft probably, will foon be obliged to 
appear 

8. It mud furely be exceedingly painful to a fenfible 
beart, feeling for the bed intereiis of a valuable friend* and 
otherwise eicellent acquaintance, to obferve the perfon he 
fo h ghly regards conhtnu'd in luch a (hocking habit even 
"while ftanding in the mo(i awful fituation in which it is po& 
fible for a human creature to be placed. 

9. Almoft every other vice affords its votaries fbme 
pretences of excui'e, frnm its being produdive of prefent- 
ple-^iure, or affi rding a profped of future advantage : but 
the profane * wearer cannot even fay that he feels any fatif- 
fadion, or that he hopes to meet with any benefit, from this 
&olifh habit. 

10. Let thofe, then, who are addlded to this vice, feri* 
f)ufly coniider how aggravated a guilt it is to offend the De- 
ity continually, without having the lead (hadow of iin excufe . 
for fo doing ; and determine at once to regulate their con- 
verfation and condud in fuch a manner as to affure to them- 
(elves the permanent fatisfa^tion which will refult, at the 
clofe of life, from the refle<ftion that they have erred no 
farther from the rules of eternal juftice, than the common 
condition of humanity in its preient (late renders unavoid- 
able ; and that they have endeavoured, to the utmoft of 
their power, to corred every error in their conduct, when 
they have felt it condemned by the didtates of conicience. 



The Triumph of Virtue. 

A MERCHANT of Provence, in France^ 
of a moft amiable charadler, but of narrow ciicumftancefy 
met with fome confiderable loffes in trade, and became a 
bankrupt. Being reduced to penury and want, he went to 
Paris to feek fome afliftance. 

a. He waited on all his old cuftrmers in trade, repre- 
/ented lo them bb misfortunes which be bad taken evet-jr 
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method to avoid, and begged them i<« ?nHbiehim to purfue 
his buflnefs, aiTuTtng thole to whom he w:is indebced, that 
his only wifh was to be in a condition to pay them .tnd 
that he (houid die contentedly, could he but accomphfli 
that wifli. 

5. Every one he had applied to felt for his misfortunes^ 
and promiied to affil't him, excepting one. to whom he ow- 
ed a ihoufand crr.wns, and ivho inltead of pitying his mlT- 
fortunes, threw him into prifon. 

4. The unfortunate merchant's fon, who was about 
twenty-two years of age, being informed of the forr'Jvful 
fitoation of his father, haftened to Paris, threw himiielf at the 
feet of the unrelenting creditor, and, drowned in tears, be- 
fought him in themoft a£Fe6ling exprcdions, to ccndefceud 
to leflore him his father, piotefting to him, that if he xvould 
not throw obtlacles in the way to his father's re-eftabli(hmg 
his affairs, of the poffibility of which they had great reafon 
to hope, he fhould be the firft man paid. 

5. He implored him to have pity on his youth, and to 
h^Ye fome feelings for the misfortunes of an aged mother, 
encumbered with eight children, reduced to want, and near* 
I7 on the point of perifbmg. Laftly, that if thefe confider* 
attons were not capable of moving him to pity, he entreat* 
ed him, at leafl, to permit him to be confined in prifon in- 
ftead of his father, in order that he might be reftored to his 
family. 

6. The youth uttered thefe expreffions in fo affedling a 
manner, that the creditor, flruck with fo much virtue and 

generofity, at once foftened into tears, and raifing the youth 
■om his humble poflure. Ah! my fon,faid he, your father 
(hall be releafed. So much love and refped which you 
have (hown for him, makes me afhamed of myfelf. I have 
carried this matter too far ; but I will endeavor forever to 
efface the remembrance of it from your mind. 

7. L have an only daughter, who is worthy of you ; (he 
would do as much for me, as you have done for your father. 
I will give her to you, and with her all my fortune. Ac- 
cept the offer. I make you and let us h^n to your fatber> 
CO rekafe bimi and aik bis confent. 



I 
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Female Industry. 



Wi 



HAT a happy fimplicity prevaQed in an- 
cient times, when it was the cuftom f- r ladies, thiu;>h <)f 
the greateft diAindtion, to employ them{«>lves in uk'tiil, and 
fomtitmeb laborious works ! Evety one knows what is told 
Qs in Icripture to this pur pofe concerning. Rebecca, Rachel, 
and fever al others. 

2 We read in Homer of princefFes drawing themfelves 
water from fprings, and wafhing with their own hands the 
finelt of the linen of their refpeftive families- The fifters 
of ilezander the Great, who were the daughters of a pow- 
erful prince, employed themfeWes in making clothes for 
their bmrhers The celebrated Lucretia ufed to fpin ixL 
the midli ot her female attendants. 

3. -iuguAus, who was fovereign of the world, wore, for 
federal years together, no other clothes but what his wife 
and iiller made him It was a cuftom in the northern parts 
of the world, not many years ago, for the princefFes wha 
then lat upon the throne, to prepare ieveral of the diihes at 
every meal 

4. in a word, needle work, the care of domeftic affairs^ 
and a feriou^ and reiired life, is the proper fuTi6tion of wo- 
meiK and for this they were defigned by Providence. The 
de^Tavity of the age has indeed affixed to thefe cnQomsi 
which are very near as old as thecreition, an idoa of mean** 
irclis .^nd contempt ; but then, what has it tubftituted m t&t 
room 'fthem? \ foft indolence, a ftnpid idlenefs, frivol- 
ous converfnion, vain amulements, and a ftrong paflSoft 
for public ihows. 

3 . Let us compc^re the'e two chara^ers, and pronounce 
which ol them may y.iiWy bo^ft its being fouiided on good' 
ienle, folid judgment and a ^afte for truth and- nature. 

6 It mu'c, never ihelefs, be confeffed, in honor^of the 
fair Jex, and of the American ladies in particular, that 
many among them, and th. fe of the higheft (tarions iii life^ 
hwve maiie it not nnly a duty, but a pleafure, t-- emplof 
them . Ivf s 'n needle \^ork. not of a tt'ifling, bii- rt thf moft 

Arviceable kind ; and to make part of their fttrntturc widi 
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own hands. I might alfo add, chat great numbers of 
them adorn their minds with agreeable^ and at the (kme 
time^ krioos and ufefui Ituaies. 



The Lap-Dog. 

A Dialogue between two young Ladies. 

En%a. JVllSS Nancj, what child was that 
your aunt had in her arms this moming> as £be was walk* 
ing in the mall I 

Nancy. A child ! Mifs Eliza ; a child ! You don't 
chink my aunt would be i'een walking In public with a child 
in her arms ! 

EH. Frzj9 Mifs, where would be the harm ? I know (he 
has a beautiful pair of twins ; and I thought it might be 
one of them, as it was partly covered with her cloak. 

Nan, No, indeed ' it was her lap-dog- 

EIL Upon my word, Nancy, you have mended the 
matter mightily ! Your aunt is alhamed to be feen walking 
with a child in her arms ; but is not afhamed to be leen 
carrying a paltry puppy through the ftreets ! Pray how 
much more valuable is a puppy than a child ? 

Nan. Why, as to the real value, Eliza, I don't know 
but a child fhould be prized the higheft Though my 
aunt fays fhe had rather part with both hei twins than lofe 
her dear little Trip. But, you know, fhe would be taken 
for one of the iotver fart of women, if fhe were to lug a 
child about with her ; whereas nothing makes her appeair 
more like a lady than to be feen gallmting her little do^. 
And Trip is none of your common curif I afTure you His 
mother was imported from Europe ; and it is faid fhe once 
belonged to a lady of nobility. You can't think what a 
fweet little creature he is My aunt nuifed him wholly 
herielf ever fince he was a week old. 

E/L And who nutfed the twins i 
\ NoHm They were puc inrr» the counliy with a very good 
wbma^. They have never been Ht b«»me but once fined 
they were born. But their mamma vifits tbem as ofteui at 
loaftf as once a moaih. 



io6 THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 

EiL Would {he be willing co be as long ablent from h^ 
deal little Trip^ as y(m call him ? 

Nan. O no, indeed ! SJie w uld run crazy, if (he were 
to loie him but for one day. And no wonder : tur ne is 
the Rinil engaging litde anlnnal you ever faw. Yru would 
be diverted lo fee l.im drink tea t^ut of the lades' cups. 
And he ki^es his miltrei) delightfully ! My aunt fays (he 
would not H -ep a night wtihoui him for his weight in g'>ld« 

£Ii It is very noble in your aunt to pay fuch attention 
to an objedt of ih much confequence. He is certainly more 
valuable than ha/ a dozen childien. Does your aunt ex* 
pefl to learn him to talk ? 

Nan. Talk ! why he talks already. She fays (he per- 
fedlly underftands his language When he is hungry, he 
can afk for fweet meats. When he is dry, he can aflc foi 
drink When he is tired of running on foot, he can afk to 
ride i and my aunt is never moie happy tlian whenihehai 
him in her arms ! 

£/i And yet (he would not be feen with one of her 
own children in her arms ! 

Nan, Why that would be very vulgar ; and all her a& 
^uaintance would laugh at her. Childreni you know, are 
always crying ; and no ladies of faihion will ever admit 
them into their company 

Eli, If children are always crying^ little dogs are often 
lariingf and which is the mod difagreeable noife ? 

Nan. Oh ! the bar king of Trip is mufic to all who heas 
bim! Mr. Fribble, who often viilt% my aunt, (ays he can raiic 
and fall the eiglit notes to perfection ; and he prefers the 
found of hi:» voice to that of the harpfichord It was be wbc 
bnuight his mother from London ; and he fays th^ne was 
not I groarer favorite among all the dogs in pofTeflSon oi 
the fine Ind'e- of c >urt. And more than all that, he Ctyi 
Trip greatly refembies a f paniel which belongs to one of the 
roya) family Mr Fnbbie and my aunt almoft quarrelled 
laft ni.e;.^t, to fee which ihr>uld have the honor of carrjinj 
the dear little favorite to the play 

Eii After hearing fo many rare qualifications of thi 
liule quadruped, I do nor wonder at v-ur aunt's choice of i 
com; iiu -n 1 am not furprifed Uu- ih >iilJ fet her affediotu 
upon a creature fo deierTtng of all her care. It is to h 
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viflied her children mi^ht never c me in competition with 
this objed: of her affe^ions I hope (he -cdl coi.iinue to 
naintain the 'dignity of her fez ; and never difgrbce the 
&fliionable circle to which (he belongs t by negltdling her 
lap-dog f(»r the more vu/gar employment of attending to 
her own offspring. 



Extract from the Oration of Thomas 

DAWhS, EsQi DELIVERED AT BoSTON JuLY 

4, 1787- 

HAT Education is one of the deepeft prin- 
ciples of independence, need not be labored in this ad*em- 
bly In arbitrary govemmentSy where the people neither 
make the law nor choofe thofe who legiilatey the more ig« 
norance the more peace. 

2. But in a government where the people fill all the 
branches of the fovereignty, intelligence is the life of liberty. 
An American would refent his being denied the ufe of his 
muiket ; bnt he would deprive himfelf of a (Iron^er fate- 
guard, if he Ihould want that learning which is necefTary to 
a knowledge of his confticiition. 

3 It is eaty to fee that our agrarian law and the law 
of education jVtrre calculated to make republicans ; to make 
wuU' Servitude could never long confili with the habits of 
fuch citizens. Enlightened minds and virtuous manners 
lead to the gateb of glory. The fentiment of indepeatience 
mutt have been connatural in the bofoms of Americ4ns; 
8Dd» fooner or later, muft have blazed out into pubhc ac- 
tion. 

4. Independence fits ihe foul of her refidence for every 
noble enterprize of humanity and .greatnefs Her radiant 
finile lights up celeftial ardor in poets and orators, who 
Iflund her praifes through all ages ; in legifl.itors and phi- 
kyfophers, who fabricate wife and happy governments as 
dedications to her tame ; in patriots and heroes, who (hcd 
their lives in facrifice to her divinity. 

5. ' At this idea, do not our minds fwell with the mera- 
ory of tkofe whole godlilce virtues have founded her mod 
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magnificent temple in America ? It is eafy for us to niiaiA* 
tain her clo6rine, at this late day, when there is but ong 
party on the fubjed, an immenfe people But what trib* 
ttte fliall we be(l<^w, what lacried paean (hall we raife over 
the tombs of thofe who dared, in the face of unrivalled* 
power, and within the reach of majefty, to blow the blaft 
of freedom throughout a fubjeft continent. 

6. Nor did thofe brave countrymen of ours only at- 
prefs the emotions of glory; the nature of their principles' 
infpired them with the power of pra8tce ; and they offer- 
ed their bofoms to the fhafts of battle. Bunker's awAil 
mount is the capacious urn of their afhes ; but the flaming 
bounds of the univerfe could not limit the flight of their 
minds. 

7. They fled to the union of kindred fouls ; and thofe 
who fell at the freights of Thermopylae, and thofe who 
bled on the heights of Charle(towni now reap congenial 
joys in the fields of the blefled* 



General Washington's Resignation. 

Mr. Presidemti 

X HE great events on which my refignation 
depended having at length taken place, 1 havenow the hon- 
or of offering my fincere congratulations to Congrefs, and 
of prefenting myfelf before them to furrender mto their 
hands the truft committed to me, and to chim the indul- 
gence of retiring fi om the fervice of my country 

% Happy in the confirmation of our independence and 
fovereignty, and pleafed with the opportunity afforded the 
United St-ites of becoming a refpe^able nation, I refign^ 
with fatisf^'^Vinn. the appointment 1 accepted with diffi- 
dence ; a diffidence in my abilities to accomplifh fo atduoos 
a t'.^ik, which, however, was fuperfeded by a confidence ia 
the re^huie of our caufe, the fupport of the fupreme pow- 
er <^f the Union, and the patronage of Heaven. 

3 J he fuccefs*u1 termination o\^ the war has verified 

the mnf> ijnguir.p expeftattons ; and my )?tatitude for the 

iderpoduon ol PioTidencei and the afiiftance I have re* 
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m^vei from my countrymen, increafes with every review 
•f the moment '>us conteft. 

4. While I repeat my obligations to the army in gene- 
Tslf I (hould do injuQice to my own feelings not to ac- 
knowledge, in this place, the peculiar fcrvices and dlAin- 
guiflied merits of the gentlemen who have been attached to 
my perloH during the war. 

5. It was impcflible the choice of confidential rfficers 
to compofe my family (hould have been more fortunate. 
Permit me, Sir, to recommend in pariicular ihofe who have 
continued in the fervice to the preieiit moment, as worthy 
©f the tavor.ibk- notice and patron. ige of Congiefs. 

6 I confider it a^ an indifpenf ible duty to clofe this lall 
folemn aft of my official life, by commending the interefts 
©f our deareft country to the proteftion of Almighty God, 
and ihof'c who have the fupeiintendence of them, to his 
holy keeping. 

7 Having now finiflied the work afligned me, I retire 
from the gr ai: theatre (if adlion ; and, bidding an afR*<fl:on- 
ate farewell to thib anguft body, under whofe orders I have 
fo long afted, I h?re offer my commiflion, and take my 
leave of all the employments of public life. 

G. WASHINGTON. 
Dec. 23, 1783. 



Speech of a Scythian Ambassador Tt 

Alexander. v 

VV HEN rhe Scythian amba/Tidors waited 
on Alexander the Great, vhey gazed on him a lonjf ^ime 
without fpeaking a word* bemg very probably fur prif^f J, as 
ihey formed a judgment of nen from th'^lr air and daturet 
to find that his did not anifwer the high idea they entertain- 
ed of him from bh fame, 

2- At Uft the oldt ft of the ambafTadors addre/Ted him 
thus. ♦* Had the god given thee a body proportionable to 
thy ambition, the whole univer e would have been too little 
for thee. With one hand thou wouldft touch the Eafl:, 
'and with the other the Weft ; and| not fatisfied with this 

K 
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thon wouldeft follow the fun, and know where he hidts 
himfelf. 

3. But what have we to do with thee? We never fet 
foot in thy country May noi thofe who inhabit woods b^ 
allowed to live, wihout knowing who thou art, and \^ hence 
thou comeft ? We will neither con^mand over, nor fubmtt 
to any man. 

4. And that thou mayeft be fenfible what kind of peo- 
ple the Scythians are, know, that we received from Hea- 
Ten, as a rich preient, a yi)ke of oxen, a ploughfliare, a diit^ 
a javelin, and a cup Thefe we make Uie of, both with ottr 
friends and againH our enemies. 

5. To onr friends we give corn, which we procure hj 
the labor of our oxen ; with them we offer wine to the 
gods in oiir cup ; and with regard to our enemies, we com- 
bat them at a diftance with our arrows, and near ai hand 
vith our javelins. 

6. But thou, who boaftefl thy coming to extirpate rob- 
bers, art thyfelf the greateft robber upon earth. Thou haft 
plundered all nations thou overcameft ; thou haft pofTefled 
thyfelf of Lybia, invaded Syria, Peifia, and Badtriana ; 
ihou art forming a defign to march as far as India, and 
sow thou comeft hither to I'eize upon our herds of cattle. 

7. The great pofleflions thou haft, only make thee cor- 
et the moie eagerly what thou haft not. H thou art a god, 
thou oughteft to do good to mortals, and not deprive them 
cf their pofT flions. 

8« If thou art a mere man, refteft always on what thorn 
art. They whom thou (halt not moleft will bt- thy true 
friends ; the ftrongeft friendfhlps being contracfted between 
equals ; and they are efteemed equals who have not tried 
their ftrength againft each other. But do not fuppofe tha( 
thofe whom thou conquereft can love thee.'' 



The Revenge of a great Soul, 

DeMETRIU.^ Poliorcetes, ti'ho had done 
fingular fer vices for the people of the city of Athens, on 
fftting out [qt a war in which he was engaged, left hts wife 
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tad children to their prote(5lion. He loft the battle, and 
was obliged to feek I'ecuricy for his peif tn in flight. 

1 He doubted not, at fir It, but that he ihould find a 
fafe afylum among his gor>d friends the Athenians ; but 
tb'^fe ungrateful people ret'u:ed to receive him, and even 
fenl back to him his wife and children, under pretence, that 
they probably might not be fafe in Athens, where the ene- 
my might come and take them. 

3 rhis condudt pierced the heart of Demetrius ; for 
nothing is fo aflFo<5ting to an honell mind, as the ingratitude 
of thofe we love, and to whom we have done lingular fer- 
Tices . Some time afterwards, this prince recovered his af« 
fairs, and came with a large army to lay (lege to Athens. 

4. The Athenians, pcrlbaded that they had no pardon 
to expedl from Demetrius, determined to die fword in hand, 
and pifled a decree, which condemned to death rhofe who 
ihould fir ft propofe to furrender 10 that prince ; but they 
did not recolle<5t, that there was but little com in the city, 
and ihat they would in a Ihort time be in want of bread. 

5. Want foon made them fenfible of their error ; and, 
after having I'uflFcred hunger for a long time, tJie moft rea- 
fonable among them faid, " It would be better that Deme- 
trius Ihould kill us at once, than for us to die by the linger- 
ing death of famine Perhaps he will have pity on our 
wives and children. '* They then opened to him the gates 
of the city 

6 Demetrius, having taken pf/n-ffion of tlie city, order- 
ed, th.it all the married men (hould affemble in a fp.icious 
place appointed for the purpofe, and that the foldiery, fword 
in hand, (hould furround taem. Cries and lamentations 
were then heard fmm every quarter of the city ; women 
embracing their hufbinds, children their parents, and ^ all 
taking an eternal farewell of each other. 

7. When the married men were all thus colle6led, 
Demetrius, for whom an elevated fituation was provided, 
reproached them for their ingratitude in tlie moll feeling 
manner, infomuch that he hirnfelf could not help flii'dding 
tears. Demetrius for Tome time remained filent, while the 
Athenians expeded, that the next words he uttered would 
be to order his foldiers to maffacre them all. 
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8. It is hardly pofiible to fay what xnnft hare been iihm 
furprife when they heard that good prince lay, *' 1 wifli tO 
coiiVtnce you how ungeneroufly you have treated ne ; for 
it wa n';t to an ent^zny you have refufed affiUance, but tot 
prince who loved you, yirhn ftili lovei you, and wko vnfhM 
to revenge him'elf only by granting jour pardon, and by 
being itili your fiiend. Return to your own homes: while 
yr»u have been here, my foldiert have been filltog JOW' 
koul'es with provifions/' 



w 



CUDJOE, THE FAITHFUL AFRICAN. 

A NEW ENGLAND floop trading on the 
coaft of Guir.ea, in 1 75 i. left a fecrnd mate, William Mur- 
ray, tick oil fh^^re, and fniled without him. Murray wat 
at i};e hi ufe nf a black man named Cudjoe, with whom he 
had contra (5led an >cquaintance during their trade. 

2. He i^icovH.'ed ; and the floop being gone, he con- 
tinu-'d wirh his black friend till f >me other opportunity 
fiiould offer of his getting home In the mean time m 
Dufch fliip came into the road, and forne of the blacks 
conimg on board her, were ireacheroufly feizedand carried 
©IF as their fl ives. 

3. The relatinns and friends, tranfported with fudden 
i-agt*, ran to die houfe of Cudjoe, to take revenge by killing 
Muiray. Cudjoe (lopped them at the door, and demanded 
what they warned. The white men, faid they, have car- 
ried away our brothers and fons, and we will kill all white 
men. 

4. Give us the white man you have in your houfe, for 
we will kill him Nay, faid Cudjoe, the white men who 
carried away your relations are bad men ; kill them when 
you can take them ; but this white man is a good man, and 
you mu(i not kill him But he is a white man, they criedy 
and the white men are all bad men ; we muft kill them alL 
Kay, fays he^ you mud not kill a man who has done no 
karm, only for being white. 

J-. This man i- my friend, my houfe is his poft, I am 
Jfrs /bJdier, and rauft fight for h\m •, '^ou mud kill xne be- 
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ore you can kill him. What good mm will ever come 
igaln under my roof, if I let my floor be (lained with a 
rood m m's blood. 

6. The negroes feeing his refolution, and being cori- 
rinced by his di'courie that they were wrong, went away 
ifliamed. In i few days Murray ventured abroad again 
with his friend Cudjoe, when feveral of them tor)k him by 
;he hand, And told him, they were glad ihey had not killed 
lim ; for as he was a g ^od meaning, innocent man, their 
Tod would have been very angry, and would have fpoiled 
:heir filhing. 



Thb African Chief.* 



S 



EE how the black (hip cleaves the main; 
High-h.jundi ng o'er the violet wave, 
Keniurmuring with the groans of pain. 
Deep freighted with the princkly Slave ! 

2. Did all the gods of vfric fleep, 
Poigetful of their guardian love, 
Wi-en t!ie white traitors cf the deep 
Beiray'd him in the palmy grove ? 

3. A Chief of Gambia's golden (here, 
Whofe arm the band of warriors led, 
Perh ips the lord of boundlels power. 

By whom the foodlefs poor were fed. 

4 Does not the voice of reaf-rm cry, 
•* Claim the fi: ft right which n:4ture gave ; 
From the icJ courge o^ houdnoe fly, 
Nor deign to live a burden'd Slave ?" 

5. Has not his fuff'ring <iiF-pring clang 
Defponding round his fetter M knee, 

On his worn fh mlder weeping hung, 
And urg'd r»ne effort to he free I 

6. His wife by namelefs wrongs fubdu'd, 
His bofom's friend to death refign'd, 

• Captured iu arms, fighting for his irecdom, and inl'.r.iuo.vll^'^ 
mnrdertd by hid conquerors, iu the iiland oi H\V^%idJvj\1)\'^^\^ 

K 2 
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The flinty path- way bath'd in blood, 
Pour'd tortures on his frantic mind ! 

7. Stung by defpair^ he fought the plaiOf 
To heaven upraised his Oariing eye, 
Claim'd freedom from the crufhing chain> 
Or mid the battle's rage to die. 

8. Firft of his race, he led the band, 
Cuardlefb of dangers floating round, 
Till by his bold, avenging hand, 

Full many a defpot ftain'd the ground. 

9- When erft M^enld's fons oppreifed^ 
Plew deip'rate to the fanguine field, 
With iron cloth'd each injured breaft. 
And bade the haughcy Spartan yield ; 

10. Did not the foul to heaven alli'd. 
Feel .the full heart as greatly fwell» 

As when the Roman Cato di'd, 
Or when the Grecian vi^im* fell ! 

11. If }?3iter deeds quick raptures raife, 
The boon BcUavia*! patriots won, 

Paoli's time enduring praife, 

Or the far greater Washington. 

12. If thefe command thy generous zea]> 
Who fcorn'd a tyrant's mad control, 

For bleeding Gambia learn to feel. 
Whole Chieftain claim'd a kindred foul. 

13. Oh 1 mourn the loft difaftrous hour ^ 
Lift the red eye of fpeechlefs grief, 

While numbers throng the fultry (hore, 
And tear from hope the captive chief. 

14. While the hard race of failiJ buCf 
Unpra^is'd in the power to feel, 
Refign him to the murd'rous crew, 

^The horrors of the quiv'ring wheel. 

15. Let forrow bathe each blufhing cheeky 
Bend piteous o'er the tortured flave, 

Whofc wrongs compaffion cannot fpeak ; 
Whofe orly refuge is the grave. 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. f i j^ 



BlALOOUE BETWEEN MeRCURY AND A MOBSR]^ 

FiNh Lady; shoviitg the futili EiiGAOiMfciiTaAiiar 
Pursuits of a modish Woman. 

Mrs. Modijh. Indeed, Mr. Mercmy, I cju- 
BOt have the pleafure of watiing vpon yoa now. I am en- 
gaged, abrolutel]r engaged. 

Mercury. I know you haare an amUble, affe^onate huA 
band, and feTeral fine children. Bat you need not be told« 
that neither conjugal attachments, maternal afP'^Aions, nor 
•ven the care of a kingdom's welfaie, can excuie a perfoa 
who has received a fummons to the realms of death If 
Ibe grim me/Tenger were not as peremptory as unwelcome^ 
Charon would not get a piflenger nnce in a Century Yoa 
mnft be content to leaTe your hufband and family, and pafs 
the Styx 

Mn. Af. I did not mean to infill on any engagements 
with my hu(band and children- I never thought myfelf 
viga^ed to them I had no engagements but fuch as were 
•ommon to women in high life«_ Look at my memoraa* 
dam, and you will fee I was engaged to the play on Mon- 
days, balls on Tuefdays, routs oa Saturdays, and to card 
afierohles the reft of the week for two months to come ; 
and it would be the rudeft thing in the world not to keep 
my appointments. If you will Aay for me till the fummer 
feafon, I will wait on you with all my heart. Perhaps the 
dyfian fields may be lefs deteftable than the country in our 
world. Pray have you a fine theatre, pleafant gardens, 
and elegant affemblies there ? I think I ihould not diflike 
drinking the Lethe waters when you have a full feafon. 

Mir. Surely you could not like to drink the waters of' 
eblivion, who have made pleafure the bufinefs, end, and 
aim of your life ! It is good to drown cares ; but wh« 
would wafli away the remembrance of a life of gaiety and 
pleaiure I 

Mrs M Diverfion was indeed the bnfinefs of my life | 
but as ti\6l€afur€^ I have enjoved none fince the novelty of 
my aniufements has worn off Can one be pleafed with 
(k^g tbf £uae ibiag orer and over again i Late hears aasA 
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fatigue gave me the vapors, fpoiled the narur^.l cheerfulneft 
of my temper, and even in youth wore away my youthful 
Yivacity. 

Mer. If this mode of life did not give you pleafutei 
why did you continue in it ? i fuppofe you did not think it 
very meritorious. 

Mrs M 1 was too much engaged to thtnh at alL 
Thus lar indeed my manner of life was agreeable enough. 
My friends always told me diverfions were ntceflkiy; andl 
my doftor afliired me diffipation was gof)d for my fpirits ; 
my hufbind infultrd that it was not. And you know one 
loves to oblige on***}- friends, comply with one's dotSloryand 
contradi(5t one's huiband. And, be fides, I was ambitioos 
to be thought du bun ton 

Mer. Son ton ! What ts that, madam ^ pray define it. 

Mrs M O Sir, exciife me ; it is one ot the privileges 
of the bon ton never to define or be defined It is the 

child and parent of jargon It is 1 can never tell you 

what it is; bur I will try to tell you whdt it is not. In 
fonverfation it is n<it wit ; in manm is it is not polirenefs; 
in behavior it is not nddreJs ; but it is a litile like them all. 
It can only belong to people of a certain rank, who live in 
a certain manner, with certain per ions, and who have not 
certain virtues, and who have certain vices, and who inhab- 
it a certain part of the town. Now, bir, I have told yoa 
as much as 1 kr)ow of it, though I have admired and aim- 
ed Ht it all my life. 

Mer. Then, madam, you have wafted your time, faded 
your beauty, and dellroyed y.>ur health, for the laudible 
purpofes of contradi^ing your hufband, and being this fume- 
thirjg and this nothing called the bon ton 

Mrs. M What would you have me dr> ? 

Mer 1 will follow your own mode of inftrudling. I 
will tell you what I would not have had you do I would 
not have had you facrifice your time, your reaibn, and your 
dulies, to fafhion and f )lly. 1 would not have h'<d you 
negledt your hulb^ind'a happinefs, and your children's edu- 
cat'on. 

Mrs M As to the education of my d^^ughters, I fpared 
no expenfe. They had a dancing m^itter, mufic m.ifter» 
drawing mafter, and a French governefs to teach them po» 
litenelis and the French language* 
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JKfT. So their religiony fentinients and manners were 
Bo be learned from a dancing mafter, mafic mafler, and a 
ibamber maid ! Pet haps they might prepare them te catch 
ik€ b-m ton. Your daughters mufl have been fo educated 
u to fit them to be wires vrirhout conjugal a£FeAion» and 
nothers without maternal care I am forry for the fort 
if life they are commencing, and for that which you hare 
fuft concluded. Minos is a four old gentleman, without 
the leaft imattering of the hon ton^ and 1 am in a fright for 
you. The bed thing I can ad^ife you, is to do in thii 
world as you did in the other ; keep happinefs in your view^ 
but never take the road that leads to it. Remain on thb 
Ide Styx \ wander about without end or aim ; look into 
ihe elyfian fields ; bur never attempt to enter into them, left 
Minos Ihould pu(h you into Tartarus. For duties neglected 
may bring on a ientence not much left fevere than crimM 
pommitted. 



Part of the Spebch of Publius Scipio to 
THE Roman Army, before the Battlr 

OF THE TlCIN* 

J[ H AT you may not be unapprised, foldiers, 
if what fort of enemies you are about to encounter, or what 
is to be feared from them, I tell you they are the very fame, 
whom, in a former war, you vanqu-ftied both by land and 
fea ; the fame from whom you took Sicily and Sardinia j 
uid who have been thefe twenty years your tributaries. 

2. You will not, I pr'^fume, march againft thefe men 
leith only that courage with which you are wont to face 
Dther enemies ; but with a certain anger nnd indignarion, 
fuch as you would feel if you faw your (laves on a fuddem 
rife up in arms againft you. 

3. But you hxye heard, perhaps, that, though they are 
few in number, they are men of ftout hearts and robuft bod- 
ies ; heroes of i'uch llre!^gth and vigor as nothing is able 
to refi'i Mere efiigies ; nay, (hadows of men I*' wretches, 
HiLAciated with hunger and benumbed with cold ! braifed 
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and battered to pieces among che rocks and craggy elins !' 
their weapons bn.ken, and their hories weak and iounderedf 

4 Such are the cavalry, and mch the infantry, witk i 
which you are going to contend ; not enemies, but the frag- ; 
mencs of enemies. There is nothing which I more appre- . 
bend, than chat it will be thought Hannibal was vanquifliel | 
by the Alps before we had any confli^ wiih him. 

5. I need not be in any fear that you (bould fufpedr 
me of faying theiie things merely to encourage you, while 
inwardly I have different ientiments. Have I ever {hown 
any inclination to avoid a conteil with chis tremendous 
Hannibal ? and have I now met with him only by accident 
and unawares ? or am 1 come on purpofe to challenge hiffl 
to the combat ? 

6. I would gladly try, whether the earth, within thefe 
twenty years, has brought forth a new kind of CarthagenU 
ans : or whether they be the fame fort of men who fought 
at the jEgates, and whrm at Liyx you fufFered to redeem 
ihemrelvt s at eighteen denarii per head. VV hechei this 
Hannibal, for labors and journies, be as he would be 
thought, the rival of Hercules ; rr whether he be what 
his f^Jther lett him, a tributary, a vafFal, a Oave to the Ro- 
man people. 

7. Did not the confcloufnefs of his wicked deed at Sa- 
guntum torment him and make him defperate, he would 
have fome regard, if not to his conquered country, yet fure- 
ly to his own family, to his father's memory, to tlie treaty 
written with Amilcar's own hand. We might have (larv* 
ed them in Eryx ; we might have paiTed into Africa with 
cur vidtorious fleet, and in a few days have deQioyed Car- 
thage. 

8- At their humble fupplication, we pardoned them. 
We releafed them when they were clofely Ihut up without 
a p^ffibility of efcaping. We made peace with them when 
they were conquered When they were diftrefT-d by the 
African war, we confidered them, and treated them as a 
people under our prote<5lion. 

9. And what is the return they make us for all tHefe 
favors ! Under the condu6l of a hair brained y«jung many 
they come hither to overturn our Slate, and lay waAe our 
country. 
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lo. I could wUby indeed, that it were not fo ; and that 
' war ixre are now engaged in concerned our glory only^ 
t not our prefervatioQ But the conteft at pre enc is not 

the pr.fTtffion of Sicily and Sardinia, but of Italy itfelf. 
r is there behind us another army, which, if we fliould 

prove the conquerors, may make head againft cur vte* 
ous enemies. 

I. There are no more Alps for them to paft, whick 
rht give us leifure to raife new forces. No, foldiers ; here 
I muft take your (land, as if you were juft now before 

walls of Home Let eveiy one reileifl, that he it now 
defend^ not his own perfon only, but his wife, his chit 
n. his helplefs infants. 

[3. Yet, let not private condderations alone pofle^ cvr 
ads Lee us remember that the eyes of the fenate and 
iple of Rome are upon us ; and that, as our force and 
irage {hall now prove, fuch will be the fortune of that 
r, and of tbe Roman empire. 



Part of Hannibal's Speech to the 
Carthagenian Army on the samb 

Occasion. 

V-/ N what fide foever I tarn my eyes, I behold 
full of courage and ftrength. -i veteran infantry ; a 
ft gallant cavalry : you, my allies, moft faithful and val« 
t ; yf)U, Carthagenians, whom, not only your country's 
(e, but the julieil anger, impels to battle The hope, 
courage of aiTiilants, is always greater than that of 
(e wh') aft up<»n the defenfive 

With hotVile banners difplayed. you are come down 
in Italy You bring the war. Grief, injuries, indig* 
i»s, fire youi minds, and Ipur you forward to revenge. 
\^ they demanded me ; that I, your gem^ral, fhould be 
vered uo to them ; next, all of you who had fought at 
fiege of S.iguncum ; and we were to be put to death bjr 
ruciating tortures. 

Pioud and cruel nation ! Kvery thing muft be youn^ 
a| your dilpolal ! You are to prel'cribe to us with wfaoa 
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we are to make war, with whom to make peace ! Yo« Mfi 
to fet us boonds ; to fliut us up between hills and rivers ; 
but you are not to obferve the limits which yourfeWes ha?e 
fixed! 

4. " Pafs not the Iberus " What next ? *• Touch noc 
the Saguntines ; Saguntum is upon the Ibeius ;' more not ; 
a ft^p towards that ciiy." Is it a fmall matter, then, that I1 
you have deprived tts cf our Ancient poffeflions, Sicily an4 ji 
Sardinia ? You would have Spain too ! ' !i 

5. Well, we (hall yield Spain, and then— ——you wil | 
pafs into Africa. fVUl pjifs, did I fay ? This very yeait '; 
they ordered one of their confuls into Africa, the other in- . 
to Spain. No, foldiers, there is nothing left tor as but ] 
what we can vindicate with our fwords. 

6. Come on, then Be men. The Romans ma v, wirk 
more r^fe^y, be cowards. They have fheir own country , 
behind them ; have places of refuge to flee to ; ard -atv fe- ] 
cure from danger in the roads thither. But for you, there ■ 
is no middle fortune between death and viftory. X.et this 
be but well fixed in your minds ; and, once again, 1 (aj 
you are congwrors. 

i 

Extract from Dr. Belknap's Address 

TO THE Inhabitants of New-Hampshire, at thi . 
Closb of his History of that Statb. 

CiriZFNS OF Nir-W^HAMPSHIRB, 

J 1 AVING ^pent above twenty years of m^ 
life with you, and pafled thrcugh various fcenes of peace 
and war w^^ithin that time : beirg perion^dlly acquainted with) 
in^ny of tcu, ho:h in your public and private charaf^ersn 
ard h^vinp an eameft <^.fCirt 10 promote your true intereft|1i 
I tnift you will not th'r.k n»e altogether unqualified togiteii 
you a lev h'Uts by way of >idvice. ^ 

1 Yru Are certainly a lifirig ft ate ; your numbers ar» j 
rapidly incfr?fin^: 3rd your importance in tie poliviod 
fcaie will be au^mentedf in proportion to your iflDprovinf 



i 



I 



1PHE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. iii 

the mttural adrantages which your ficuHtion afiV^rds ynU| 
and Eo your cuhivacing the intellc^ual and moral puwers 
•f yoarfelves and your children 

3 The fir ft article on which I wruld open my mind 
to you is that of education. Nature h<fs been as b( uixtilul 
to ycu as to any other people, in giving yrur children ge- 
BiQs and capacity; it is then your duty and yfiur iiitercft 
K) cultivate their capacities,' <ind render them ierviceabie lo 
themfelves and the community. 

4* It was the faying of a great orator and ftarefman of 
antiquity, that " The lofs which the Comnion^'eUh iiif- 
tains, by a want of education, is like the lofs wh:ch the 
year wruJd fufftr by the deftiudion of ilie fpnrg " 

5 If the bud be blafted, the tree will yield no fruit. 
If the fpringing corn be cut down, there will be no harveil. 
So if rhe y^uih be rwin d ihrough a fault in their education, 
the C'^immunty fuftains a lofs which cannot be repaired ; 
" for it is too late to cor reft them when they are fpinled " 

6. .Notwithftandirig the care of your legiflatois in en- 
a^ing laws, and enfoicing them by fevere penalties; nf)t- 
withftanding the wife and liberal provifion which is made 
by fome towns, and fnme private gentlemen in the Sta'c ; 
yet there is ftill, in many places, " A great and crimiudl 
negled of education " 

7. You are indeed a very confiderable degree hotter, ia 
this refpe^, than in the time of the late war ; but yet much 
remains to be done. Great care ought to be taken, not • 
only to provide a fupport for inftru^ors of children and 
youth ; but to be attentive in the choice of in(liu«Slois ; to 
fee that they be men of good under(land?ng, learning and 
morals ; that they teach by their example as well <is by 
their precepts ; that they govern themfelves, and teach 
their pupils the art of felf grveniment. 

8. Another fource cf improvement, which I beg leave 
.to recommend, is the eftabli(hment of focial libraries This 

is the e^fifft, the cheappft and mod efFeftual mode of dif. 
fufmg knowledge among fhe people. For the fum of (ix- 
or eight dollars at once, and a <maU annual payment be- 
fides. a man may he fu;. plied with the means of literary im- 

>rovement. duiing his life, and bis children may inherit 

%e bidling. 
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9. A few neighbors, joined together in fetting np a li- 
brary, and placing it under the caie of Tome fuitable perfoQ« 
with a veiy Jew regulations, to prevent carelefTnefs and 
wafte, may render the mod effential fervice to themfelvee 
and ro the community. 

10. Books may be much better preferved in this way^ 
than if they belonged to individuals $ and there is an ad- 
vantage in the focial iniercourie of perions who have read 
the fame books, by their converting on the fubjefts whick 
have occurred in their reading, and commucicatiug thev 
•bfervatioBs one to another. 

11. From this mutual inrercourfe, another advantage 
may arife ; for the perfons who are thus affnciated may 
not only acquire, but origtuate knowledge. By (ludying 
aature and the fciences ; by pradliiing arts, agriculture and 
jnanufadlures, at the fame time they may improve their 
minds in reading, they may be led to difcoveries and im- 
provements, original and beneficial ; and being already 
formed into fociety, they may diffufe their knowledge, ripea 
their plans, corre^ their miAakes, and promote the caufb 
•f fcience and humanity in a very cenfiderahle degree. 

12. The book of nature is always open to our view, 
and we may (ludy it at cur leifure. " *Tis elder (bripturj^t 
writ by'^God's own hand." The earth, the air, the fea» 
the rivers, the monucains, the rocks, the caverns, the ani- 
mal and vegetable tribes are fraught with inftrudlion. Na- 
ture is not half explored ; and in what is pattly known 
there are many myfteries, which time, obfervation and ex- 
perience muft unfold. 

1 3. Every focial library, among other bocks, ihould be 
furnifhed with thofe of natural philosophy, botany, zoolo- 
gy, chymiftry, huibandry, geography and aftronomy ; that 
inquiring minds may be dire^ed in their inquiries ; that 
they may fee what is known, and what Hill rt^mains to be 
difcovered ; and that they may employ their leifure and 
their various opportunities in endeavouring to add to the 
ftock of fcience, and thus enrich the world with their ob- 
fervations and improvements. 

14. iSuffer me to add a few words on the ufe o£fjf^triiU' 
9iis liquor^ that bane of focie^', that deftroyer^ of healths. 
iM^als and property. Nature indeed hai8 fuiciihed faer 
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Wgetable produ<ftions with /./re/; but (he has Co combined 
it viritli other fubftances, that unlefs her work be tortured 
b'7 fire, the fpirit is not feparated, and cannot prove perni- 
cious Why fh )uld this force be put on nature, to m.ika 
her yield a m>xious draught, when all her original prepara- 
tions are faluiary ? 

15. The j'jice of rhe apple, the fermentation of barley, 
and the dec dion of fprnice, are amply fufficient for the 
refrefbment of man, let his labor be ever fo fevere, and his 
pcrfpiration ever lb ex pen five. Our forefathers, for many 
years after the fettlemtnt of the country, knew not the ufc 
of dillilled fpirits. 

16 Malt was imported from England, and wine from 
the Woftern or Canary lilinds, with which they were re- 
freflied, before their own fields and orchards yielded tl.eui 
a Aipply. An expedition was once undertaken ag.iin^l a 
nation of Indians, when there was but one pint of (Irong 
water (is it was then called) in the whole army, and that 
was reff rved for the fick ; yet no complaint was made for 
want of refrefhment. 

17. Could we but return to the primitive manners of 
our anceHors, in this refpedb, we fhould be free from many 
of the diforders, both of body and mind, whrch are noi^ 
experienced. The difufe of ardent fpirits would alfo tend 
to abolifh the infamous traffic in Haves, by whofe labor this 
baneful material is procured. 

18. D'vine Providence feems to be preparing the way 
for the dellru<5tion of ihat deteftable comme'-ce. The in- 
furj-e(5lionb of the blacks in the Weft- Indies have already 
iprcad deil>l:Uion over the moft fertile plantations, and 
greatly raifed the pi ice of thofe commodities which we 
have been ufed to imjv^t from thence. 

19 If we could check the coofumption of diftilled fpir- 
its, and enter with vigor into the manufa6^ure of maple fu- 
gar, of which our forefts would afford an ample fupply, the 
demand fiT Weft-India produclirins might be diminilhed ; 
the plantations in the i(l mds would not need frelh recruits 
from \fi ica; the planters would fre.at with humanity their 
remaining bl icks ; the market for (lives would become lefs 
inviting ; and the navigati/>n, which is now employed in 
the moll pernicious fpecies of commerce which ever dif- 



i24 THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOIL 

graced humanity, would be turned into feme other chua* 
Qel. 

20. Were I to form a piAurc of happy fociety, it would 
be a tonn conCiiWng cf a due ZTiixture ot hilh, Talliesy and 
flreaiiis cf water. The land well fenced and cukivated ^ 
the loads and bridges in good repair ; a decent inn for the 
refrvlhi.'^eft cf travellers, and for public entertainments. 
The innahi^a.is moftly hu/bandmen; their wives and 
daiTgh:er& d>-ntetlic maiiufaAmers ; a fuitable proportiotl 
of handicraft woikmen, and two or three traders ; a phy- 
ficitn, and lawyei, each of whom ihould have a farm* for 
his lupport 

21. n clergyman of good underftanding. of a candid 
dlfprfuion and txeniplary nioials; not a metaphyfical, nor 
a jmlennc, h"r a itiioiis and pra^i^ical preacher A fchooU 
m idtr who fhculd undeiftand his bufmefs, and teach his 
piij i'"> t*^ g( vern thcmfelvefi. ti focial library, annually ia- 
Gieafu.g, and under good regulation. 

2i. A club of fenfihJe men, feeking mutual improve- 
ment. A decent muficul iociety. ,No intriguing politiciai^ 
hnrle jockey, gambler or fot ; but all fuch chara6er& treat- 
ed \^ith confempt. Such a fituation may be confidered as 
the mod f^tvorable to focial happinefs of any which this 
world can afford. 



Dialogue between Cicero and Lord 

Chesterfield. 

Cicero. JVllSTAKE me not. 1 know how 
to value the Tweet courtefies of life. Affability, attention, 
decorum of behavior, if they have not been ranked among 
the virtues, are certainly related to them, and have a pow- 
erful influence in promoting focial happinefs. 1 have re- 
commended them as well as yourfolf. But 1 contend* and 
no fophiftry fhall prevail upon me to give up this point, 
that, to be truly amiable, they mud proceed from goodnefs 
of heart. AfTumed by the artful, to ferve the purpofes of 
private intereft, they degenerate to, centemptible grimace^ 
and detedable hypocrify. 
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Cbf/lerfieUL Ezcufe xne, mj dear Cicero ; I cannot 
enter farther into the controverfy at prefent. 1 h 1 ve an 
handred enga^ments at leaft ; and fee yonder my liide el- 
egant French Comtefle I promifed her and myfelf the 
pleafure of a promenade PleaAmt walking enough in tht^e 
elyfj.in groves So much good company too, that, if it 
were not that the canaille are apt to be troublefome, 1 
fliould not much regret the diftance from the Thuilleries. 
But adieu, mon chtr ami^ for I fee Madame B. Is joiaing 
the pirty Adieu, aditu ! 

Cic, Contemptible wretch ! 

Chsft .'\h ! what do I hear? Recolle<5t that I am a 
man of honor, unufed to the pity or the infults of an np- 
ftart. But perhaps ycur exclamation -was not meant of 
me. If it were, I demand an explanation. 

Cic. I am as Ittde inclined to infult as to flatter you. 
Your levity excited my indignation ; but my compadHon 
for the dei^eneracy of human nature, exhibited in your in- 
ftance, abforbs my contempt 

Cheft, I could be a little angry, but, as hienseance forbids 
it, I will be a philofopher for once — A propos, pray how 
do you reconcile your — what fhall I call It — your uni'mooth 
addre!5 to thofe rules of decorum, that gentlenefs of man- 
ners, of which you fay you kno a^ and teach the propriety 
as weU as myfelf ? 

Cic To confefs the tiuth, I would not advance the arts 
of embelliflimcnt to extreme refinement Ornamental edu- 
cation, or an attention to the graces, has a connexion with 
effeminacy. In acquiring the gentleman, I would not lofe 
the fpirit oi a man. There is a gra.cefulne{s in a manly 
chara^er, a beauty In an open, an ingcnuoui difp: fition 
which all the profefled teachers of the art of pleafmg know 
not how to infut'e. 

Cheft. You and I lived in a ftate of manners, as differ- 
ent as the periods at which we lived were diftant You 
Komans— pardon me, my dear — you Romans had a little 
of the brute in you. Come, come, I muft overlook it. 
y.'U were obliged to court pltrbeians fr^r their fuffrages ; and 
If J'f.iliijtm'tli gaudet, ic mu(l be owned, that the greatefl of 
joa were fecure of their favor Why, Be^u Nalh would 
kave handed jour Catos and your Brutufes out rf ih^ baR- 
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room, if ihey had fliown their unmanly heads in it ; and 
my Lord Modifh, animated with the confcious merit of the 
largeft or fmalleft buckles in the room, according to the 
temporary ton, would have laujL-hed Prmpey the Great ont 
of countenance. Oh, Ciccio, had you lived in a modem 
European court, you would have caught a degree of that 
iBndefcribable grace, which is not only the ornament, but 
may be the fubftitute of all thofe labored attainments which 
fools call folid merit. But it was not your good fortuz^f 
and I make allowances. 

Cic. The vivacity you have acquired in ftudying the 
wriiings and tlie manners of the degenerate Gauls, has led 
you to fet too high a value on qualifications which dazzle 
the lively precepcions with a momentary blaze, and to de- 
preciate that kind of worth which can neither be obtained 
nor underttood without ferious attention, and fbmetimes 
painful efforts But I will not contend with you about the 
propriety or impropriety of the outward modes which de- 
li,^hr a (howy nation. I will not fpend arguments in proving 
*hat gold is more valuable than tinfel» though it glitters lefs. 
But I muft cenfnre you, and with an afperity too, whichy 
perhaps, your graces may not approve, for recommending 
ipice as graceful, in your memorable letters. 

C/jt/i, i hat the great Cicero fhould know fo little of the 
world, really furpriies me. A little libertinifm, my dear* 
that's all ; how can one be a gentleman without a little lib- 
en inifm ? 

Cic, I ever thought, to be a gentleman, it was requidte 
to be a moral man. And futely you, who might have en- 
joyed the benefit of a light to direct you, which I wanted, 
were blameable in omitting religion and virtue in your fyf- 
tem. 

C/j(fl. What ! fuperftitious too ! You have not then 
ronverfed with your faperior, the philofopher of Ferney. 
1 thank Heaven, I was born in the fame age with that 
great luminary. Prejudice had elfe, perhaps, chained me 
in the thraldom of my great grandmother. The(e arc 
cnlighteiled days, and I find I have contributed fomething 
to the general illumination, by my poAhumous letters 

Cic, Boaft net «f them. Remember yom were a 
father. 
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Qhejl. And did I not endeavor mod efiedlually to ferve 
my ibn« by pointing out the qualifications neceOTary for a 
ft>reign ambaflador, for which department I always defign- 
•d mm ? Few fathers have tnken more pains to accomp-'fli 
a fon than myfelf There was nothing I did not conde- 
fcend to point out to him. 

Clc. True ; yonr condefcenfion was great indeed. You 
were the pander of your fon Yon not only taught him the 
mean arts of diffimulation, the pt^tty tricks which degrade 
Bobility ; but yon corrupted his principles, fomented his 
pailions, and even pointed out objed& for their gr^itification. 
You might have left the taik of teaching him iafhionable 
▼ice, to a vicious world. Example^ and the corrupt af- 
fedions of human nature^ will ever be capable of accom- 
plfihing this unnatural purpofe. But a parent, the guardian 
appointed by nature for an uninftru6^ed offspring introduced 
into a dangerous world, who himfelf takes upon him the 
office of iedudlion, is a monfter indeed. 1 ahb had a fon. 
I was tenderly folicitous for the righr condiid r>f his edu- 
cation. I enirufted him indeed to Cratippus at .Athens; 
but, like youy 1 could not help tranfmitdng inllrudions dic- 
tated by parental love. Thofe infirudli^ns are contained 
in my book of Offices, a book which has ever been cited 
by the world as a proof, lo what a height the morality of 
the heathens was advanced without the light of revelation. 
I own, I feel a confcious pride in it ; not on account of the 
ability which it may diTplay, but for the principles it teach- 
es, and the good, I flatter myfelf, it has diffused. Y'^u did 
not indeed intend your inftruflions for the world ; but as 
you gave them to a fon you loved, it may be concluded 
that you thought them true wifdom, and withheld them on- 
ly becaul'e they were contrary to the ptofeffions of the un- 
enlightened. They have been generally read ; and their 
uniform tendency has been to introduce vice and immo- 
rality 

Chejl. Spare me, Cicera I have never been accuftom- 
td to the rough converfation of an old Roman. I feel 
myfelf little in his company. I feem to' flirink in his noble 
preience I never felt my infignificance fo forcibly as now. 
French philofophers and French courticn have been my 
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models ; and, amid the dlflipatlon of pleafure, and the 
ly of affefted vivacity, I never corfidered tne graceful 
•f virtue, and the- beauty of an open, fmcere and m 
obaradlen 



Of the Elephant. 

i HE Elephant is not only the mod tradi 
but the moft inteiiigent of anim-^ls ; fenfible of benofifs 
fentful of injuries, and endued even with a fenfe of olo 

2 In India, .hey were once employed in the Inuncl 
of fhips. One was direded to force a very large (hip 
the water ; the work proved fuperior to his flren^th ; 
mafier, with a farcalHc tone, bid the keeper takeaway 
lazy bead and bring another ; the poor minimal indantl 
peated his efForrs, fi adjured hi- fkull, and died on rhe l 

3 In Delhi, an elephant puffing along the Areets 
his trunk into a taylor's flinp, where feveral people we 
work ; one of them pricked the end of it with a nee 
the bead pafTed on ; but, in the next dirty puddle, £ 
his trunk with water, returned to the fhop, and fpurtin^ 
ery drop among thf^ people who had o^nded him, fpc 
their work 

4- An elephant in Adrmeer, which often p:*{red thrc 
the market, as he went by a certain herb woman, alv 
received from hei a mouthful of greens. At length he 
(eized with one of his periodical fiis of rage, broke his 
ters, and running through the maiket, put the crowi 
flight ; among others, this woman, who, in her hade, 
got a little child Qie had brought with her. 

5. ITie animal recollefting the fpot where his bene 
trefs was wont to fit, took up the in^nt gently in his.ti' 
and placed it in fafety on a dall before a neighboi ing hr 
Another, in his madnefs, killed his governor ; the wife 
ing the misfortune, took her two children and fiung t 
betbre the elephant, (kying. <' Now you have deflroyed 1 
fa^er, you may as well put an end to their lives and mi 

6. He inftantly ftopped, relented, took the greate 
ibe (hildreii» placed it on his fieck, adopted it £r bis 
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or goTernor, and never afterwards would permit any 
Body elle t o mount him 

7. A foldier at Pondicherry, who was accnftomed^ 
ivhenerer he received the portion that came to hit (hare, to 
carry a certain quantity oi it to one of thefe animals, having 
one day drank ratner too fieely, and finding hwnfelf pur- 
fued by the gu^irds, who were going to take him to prifox^ 
took refuge under the elephant's body, and fell aileep. 

8. In vaiu did the ^.ird try to force him from this 

-aTylum, as the elephant proteded him with his trunk. The 

next morning the foldier recovering from his drunken fit* 

ihuddered with hoiror to find him^lf itretchcd under the 

belly of this huge animal. 

9. The elephant, which without doubt perceived the 
man's embarrafTment, careffed him with his trunk, in order- 
to infpire him with courage, and make him underftand ttiat 
be might now depart in fafety. 

10. A painter was defirous of drawing the elephant which 
was kept in the menagerie at Verfailles in an uncommon at- 
titude, which was that of holding his trunk raited up in the 
ttr with his mouth open. The painter's boy, in order to 
keep the animal in this pofture, threw fruit into his mouth. 

1 [. But, as the lad frequently deceived him, and made 
an offer only of throwing him the fiuit, he grew angry f 
and, as if he had known that the painter's intention oi draw- 
kig him was the caufe of the affiront that was offered him» 
inftead of revenging himfelf on the lad, he returned hik re- 
fentment on the mader, and taking up a quantity of water 
in his trunk, threw it on the paper on which the painter 
was drawing, and fpoiled it. 



Speech of Mr, Walpole in the British 
Parliament in OppooinoN to Mr. Pitt<, 
LATE Earl of Chatham. 

Sir, 

1 WAS unwilling to interrupt the courfe of 
this debate while it >vas carried on with calmnefs and de- 
oeacy by men who do not fuffer the ardor of oppofitba t^ 
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•load their reafon, or tranfpoFt them to fuch ezpreiSofls as 
the dignity of this afTembly doe^ not- adniit 

2. I hare hitherto de&rred to anfwer the gentlemaa 
who declaimed againfl the bill wiih fuch fluency of rhetoriCf - 
and fuch vehemence ot gelture | who charged the advocatet 
for the expedients now propofed, with having no regard lo 
any intereii but their own, and with making laws only tO' 
•on'ume paper ; and threatened them with the defedlion of 
their adherents, and the lofs of their infl jence, upon this 
»ew dilcovery of their folly and igaorayce. 

3 Nor, Sir, do I now anfwer him for any other pur- 
pofe than to remind him h.)w litrle the clamors of rage, and 
petulancy of inventive, contribute to the purpoies for which 
this alfembly is called together ; how little thedi covery of 
truth is prnmnted, and the iecurity ol the nation eitablifhed 
by pompuus di»5lion and theatric*! emotions. 

4. Formid:ible founds and furious declamations, confi* 
dent aflertions, and lofty periods may afFedt the young and 
unexperienced ; and perhaps the gentleman may have con- 
tra<51ed his habits of ontory by converiing more with thoKe 
of his own tge, than with flich as have had more opportu* 
nities of acquiring knowledge, and more fuccef&ful methods 
ef comnm-iicactng their ientiments. 

5. If the heat of hb temper. Sir, would fu£Fer him to 
attend to thoie whofe age and long acquaintan^ with bu- 
finefs give them an indisputable right to deference and fu- 
periority, he would learn, in time, to reafon rather than de- 
claim, and to prefer juftnefs of argument, and an accurate 
knowledge of fads, to founding epithets and fplendid fuper- 
latives, which may difturb the imagination for a momen^ 
but leave no Lifting impreffi.jn on the mind. 

6. He will leirn, Sir, that to accufe and prove are ve- 
fy di6Fereat, and that reproaches, iimupported by evidence, 
afF 61 only the char;<^er of him who utteis them Excur- ; 
fions of fancy and fl'g^irs of oratory are indeed pardonable . 
in young men, but in no oiher ; and it would furely c^m- , 
tribute more, even to the purpofe for which fome gentle- j" 
men appear to fpeik ; th.it of depreci uing the conduct of ■ 
the adminiftration, to prove the inconv.^niences and injuflice i 
of this bill, than b irely to afTort them, with wharever mag- 1 
nifirence of language or appearupce of zeal, hocefty, or 
compaffioj:!. 
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Mr. Pitt's Answer to the for£Goik«» 

L HE atrocious crtme of being a young 
y which the honoraible gentleman has, with fuch ipiiic 
and decency, charged upon me, I (h<ill neither attempt to 
palliate nor deny ; but content myfelf with wifhing, that I 
maf be one of thole whof^* follies may ceafe with their 
youth, and not of that number who ace ignorant in fpite 
of eip«*rience. 

2. Whether youth can be imputed to any man as a re- 
proach, I will not. Sir, afTume the province of determine 
ing ; but furely age may become jultly contemptible, if the 
opportunities which it brings have pafTed away without im« 
provement, and vice appears to prevail, when the pafiions 
kav.e fubfided 

J, I'he wretch, who, after having fecn the confequences 
ef a thouAnd errors, continues ftill to blunder, and whofe 
age has only added obftinacy to ftupidity, is furely the 
ebjeA of either abhorrence or contempt, and deferves not 
that his grey head fhould fecure him from infults. 

4- Much more* Sir, is he to be abhorred, who, as he 
bas advanced in age. ha& receded from virtue, and becomef 
more wicktrd with left temptation ; who profiitutes himfelf 
for money ^hich he cannot enjoy, and fpends the remains 
of his life in the Tuin of his country. 

5. But youth, Sir. is not my only crime ; T have beea 
nccufed of «fiing a theatrical part A tlieatrical part may 
either imply fome peculiarities of gefture, or a diilimula- 
tion of my real i'entiments« and an adoption of the opinions 
and langu'rtge of another man. 

6 In the firft fenfe, Sir, the charge is too trifling to be 
eor.futed, and deferves only to be mentioned that it may be 
flefpied. I am at liberty, like every other man, to iifemy 
o»n l<inguage ; and though I may perhaps have Come am- 
bitionTto pleafe this gentleman, I fliall not lay myfelf under 
any reftraint, not very folicitoufly copy his didion or his 
nieR, however matwred by age, or modelled by experience. 
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7. If any man (hall) by charging me with theatrical b«- 
bavior, imply, chat I utter anyTentiments but my o^n, I (haH 
treat him as a calumniator and a villain ; nor (hall any pro- 

tedion fhelter him from the treatment which he deierves. 

I- 

8. I fhall, on fucli an occaliont without i'cruple, trample 
upon all thofe forms with which wraith and dignity en- 
trench themlelves; nor ihaU any thing but age Teltrain my 
Tefentment. Age, which always bnngs one privilege, that 
of being infolent and fupercilious without pun.fhment. 

9. But with regard. Sir, to thofe whom I have offended 
I am of opinion, that it I had acted a borrowed part, I 
ih.'uld have avoided their cenfure. The heat which »-ffend- 
cd tbcm is the ardor of cunvi^ion, and that stal for 'he 
fervice of my country, which neither hope nor fear (hall 
influerce me t^ fupprefs. 

I o i will not fit urcorcerned while my liberty is inva- 
ded, nor look in filence upon public n-bbery. I will exert 
my endedv<T', ac whatever hazaid, to repel the agun'ffor 
and drag the thief to juftice, wh^evtr may protect them ia 
dieir vtilany, and whoever may partake of their plunder. 



Story of a second Joseph. 

1 H E following relation proves that incidents 
fomewhat fimilar to ihofe in the time of Jacob are ft ill re- 
newed in lig>pt In 1776, the plains of Syria, were rav. 
aged by clrmds of loculls, .which devoured the corn to the 
▼eiy root. - 

2 \ famine followed, and a farmer near Damafcus felt 5 
the cffvets of the general diftrefs. To fupply the wants of ' 
a punHMf.us family, he fold his cattle ; which refource being 1 
fo'.n ex'i.:ufted, the unhappy father, wretched at pTelcntt l 
but for-^'eeing greater wretchednefs to come, prefl'ed by hun* j 
ger, fold h's inftruments of hufbandry at Damafcus. 1 

3. Led by the invifible hand of Providence^ as formerly j 
Trb'as was by the angel, while he bargained for^ ccmi 
l3Lto\\ arrived from Damietta, he heard fpeak of the fuccefs 
0> Moiirad Bey, who had entered Grand Cairo vidorioaii 
9od in Uiumph, 
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4* The (hape, char<i<5bjr, and origin of the warrior were 
defcribedy and how he had ri.en from (la very 10 power fu- 
preme. The afloniOied farmer found the defcription ac- 
corded with a fon, who had been (lolen from him an twelve 
years old ; hope palpitated in his heart, he haftened home 
with his provifions, told his family what he had heard, and 
determined immediately to depart for Egypt. 

5. His weeping wife and fons offered up prayers for his 
fafe return. Going to the port of Alexandretta,- he em- 
barked there, and came to Damietta. One continued fear 
tormented hini ; his fon, foriaking the religion of his fath- 
ers* bad embraced Maiiometanifm ; and now, furrounded 
as he was by fplendor, would he acknowleSge his parents? 
6 rhe thought lay heavy on his heart ; yet, the wifli 
to fnatch his family trom all the horrors of famine ; the 
h<ipe of finding a long lamented fon, gave him fcrtitude- 
He continued his journey, came to the capital, repaired to 
the palace of Mourad, applied to the officers of the princei 
and moll ardently folicited admiffion. 

7. His drefs and appearance befpoke poverty and mif- 
fortune, and were poor recommendations ; but his great 
age, fo refpeftable in the Eaft, pleaded in his behalf. One 
of the attendants went to the Bey, and told him an aged 
man, apparently miferahle, requeued an audience. 

8 Let him enter, replied Mourad; and the faimer 
proceeded, with trembling (leps, over the rich carpet which 
befpread the hall of the Divan, and approached the Bey, 
who reclined on a fofa, embroidered with (ilk and gold. 
Crouding fenfations deprived him of the ufe of fpeech. 

9 -At laft, after attentively looking, the voice of natue 
▼anquifliing fear, he fell, and embracing his knees, exclaim- 
tdt T u are my fon ! The Bey raifed him* endeavored to 
recoiled, and, after explanation, finding him to be hisfath* 
er, made him fit down by his fide, and carefFed him moft 
a£Fedionately 

I o. The firft gulh of nature over, the fire defcribed ift 
what a deplorable fiite he had left his mother, and breth- 
ren ; a^l the prince propofed to fend for, and with them 
ilivide his riches and power,if they would embrace ifl^mifm. 
1 1 . fhis the generous Chrifiian had forelieen, and 
fearing youth might be dazEledy cook not one of his fons 

0A 
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With him. He, therefore, firmly reje^ed Mourad's offec, 
and even remonftrated with him on his own change of re* 
ligion. 

12. The Bey, finding his father determined, and that 
his family's diflrels demanded immediate fuccor, fent hira 
back to Syria, with a large fum of money, and a ve/Fel load« 
cd wiih corn. The happy hufbandman immediately re- 
turned to the plains of Damafcus, where his arrival banifh* 
cd mifery and tears from his homely roofi and brought 
jojf eafe and felicity. 



Scene between Cato and Decius. 

Decks. v>f£SAR fends health to Cato-^ 

Cato. Could he fend it 
To Cato's flaughter'd friends, it would be welcome. 
Are not yonr orders to addrefs the fenate ? 

Dec. My bufinefs is with Cato ; Cefar (te% the 
Straits to which you're driven, and, as he knows 
Cato's high worth, is anxious for your life. 

Cato, My life is grtSied on the fate of Rome. 
Would be fave Cato, bid him fpare his country. 
Tell your dictator this ; and tell him, Cato 
Difdains a life which be has power to offer. 

Dec. Rome and her fenators fubmit to Cefar $ 
Her gen'rals and her confuls are no more. 
Who check'd his conquefts, and deny'd his triumphs. 
Why will not Cato be this Cefar's friend ? 

Cato. Thofe very reafons thou haft urg'd foibid it. 

Dec- Cato, I have orders to ezpoftulate. 
And reafon with you, as from friend to friend ; 
Think on the ftorm that gathers o'er your head* 
And threatens ev'ry hour to burft upon it ; 
Still may you (land high in your country's honors ; 
Do but comply, and make your peace with Cefar. 
Rome will rejoice, and caft its eyes on Cato^ 
As on the fecond of mankind. 

Cato, No more ; 
I maft net think of life on tbefe canditlons. 
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Dec. 

Caio. 
Dec 



bee. Cefar is well acquainted with your virtues^ 
And therefore fets this value on your life. 
liet him but know the price of Cato's friendfliip. 
And name your terms. 

Goto, Bid him difbmd his legionsy 
Reftore the commonwealth to liberty. 
Submit his adlions to the public cenfure, 
And (land the judgment of a Roman fenate. 
Bid him do this, and Cato is his friend. 

Dtc, Caio, the world talks loudly of your wifdom— ^ 

Cato^ Nay, more, tho' Cato's voice was ne'er employ'd 
To clear the guilty, and to varnifti crimes, 
Myfelf ^mU mount the roRrum in his favor, 
And drive to gain his pardon from the people. 

Dec A ftyle like this becomes a conqueror. 

Decius, a ftyle like this becomes a Roman. 
What is a Roman, who is Cefar's foe ? 
Greater than Cefar ; he's a friend to virtue. 
Confider, Cato, you're in Utica, 
And at the head of your own Ltile fenate ; 
You don't now thunder in the capitof, 
With all the mouths of Rome to fecond you. 

Cato. Let him confider that who drives us hither. 
Tis Cefar's f>vord his made Rome's fenate little. 
And thinn'd its ranks. Alas ! thy dazzled eye 
Beholds this man in a falfe glaring light. 
Which conqueft and faccefs have thrown upon him ; 
Didd thou but view him right, ihouMft fee him black 
With murder, treafon, facrilege and crimes, . 
That ftrike my foul with horror but to name 'em. 
I know thou look' (I on me, as on a wretch 
Befet with ills, and covei'd with misfortunes; 
But, be it known to thee, millions of worlds 
Should never buy me to be like that Cefar. 

Dec, Does Cato fend this anfvver back to Cefar, 
For all his gen'rous cares and proffer'd friendfliip ? 

Cato. His cares for me are infnlent and vain ; 
Prcfumptuous mm ; the gods take care of Cato. 
Would Celar fhow the greatnefs of his foul, 
Bid him employ his care for thefe my friends. 
And make good ufe of his ill gotten pow'r, 
By Ihelt'ring men much better ihaa himlelfi 
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Dec. Your high, unconquerM heart makes jon forget 
You are a man. You rufh on your deftrudion. 
But 1 have done. When I relate hereafter 
The tale of this unhappy embaflyy 
All Kgme will be in tears. 



The B£ggar'& P£TITIol^• 



P 



IT Y the forr ows of a poor old man, 
Whofe trembling limbs have home him to your doQr> 
Whofe days are dwindled to the fhorteft fpan. 
Oh ! give relief, and Heaven will blefj. your (lore. 

2. Thel'e tatter'd clothes my p' verty befpeak, 
Thefe hoary locks proclaim my lengthen'd years ^ 
And many a furrow in my gnef worn cheek 
Hds been the channel to a flood of tears. 

3. Yon houfe, eredled on the rifmg ground, 
With tempting afptfl drew me from my road ; 
For plenty there a refidence has found, 

And grandeur a magnificent abode. 

4. Hard is the fate of the infirm and poor i 
Here, as I crav'd a mor&l of their bread, 

A pamperM menial drove me from the door, 
To feek a ihelter in a humbler fhed. 

5. Oh ! take me to your hcfpitaWe dome ; 
Keen blows the wind, and piercing is the cold I 
Short is my p iflage to the friendly tomb, 
For, I am poor and miferably old. 

6. Should I reveal the fources of my grief, 
If foft humanity e'er touchM your breaft, 
Your hands would not withhold the kind relief, 
And tears of pity would not be reprefs'd. 

7. Heaven fends misfortunes ; why (hould we repine ; 
'Tis Heaven has brought me to the fl:ate you fee ; 

And your condition m ly be foon like mine» 
The child of forrow, and of mifery. 

8. A liitie farm was my paternal lot, 
Then like the lark I fprightly hail'd the morn ; 
But ah ! oppreffion forc'd me from my cot, 

Mjr cdCde dy'd and blighie4 ^as my corn* 
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9. My daughter, once the comfort of my age, 
LurM by a villain from her native home. 

Is caft abandonM on the world's wide Aage, 
And doomM in fcanty poverty to roam. 

1 0. My tender wife, f«eet foother qf my care. 
Struck with fad anguifh at the ftern decree, 
Fell, ling'ring fell, a vidlim to defpair, 

And left the world to wretchednefs and me. « 

1 1 . Pity the forrows of a poor old man, 
Whofe trembling limbs have borne him to your door^ 
Whofe d^ys are dwindled to the (horteft fpan. 

Oh ! give relief, and Heaven will blefs your ftore. 



The T£st of Goodness. 



R 



E AL goodnefs confifts in doing good to our 
enemies. Of this truth the following apologue may ferve 
for an illuftration A certain father of a family, advanc« 
cd in years, being defirous of fettling his worldly matters^ 
divided his property between his three fons. 

2. Nothing now remains, faid he to them, but a dia- 
mond of great value ; this I have determined to appropri- 
ate to whichever of you Ihall, within three months, per- 
form the be ft adlions 

3. His three fons accordingly departed diflPeient ways, 
and returned by the limited time. On prefenting them- 
felves before their judge, the eldeft th|yB||?an. 

4. Father, faid he, during my ab enfl^l found a ftran* 
ger fo circumftanced that he was under a neceffity of en- 
trufting me with the whole of his foitune. 

5 He had no written fecurity from me, nor could he 
poSibly bring any proof, any evidence whatever of the de* 
polit Yet I faithfully returned to him every (hilling. 
Was there not fomething commendable in this a^ion. 

6. Thou haft done what was incumbent upon thee to dq^ 
my fon, replied the old man The man who could h«ve 
a^ed other ways w^ere unworthy to live ; foi honefty is a> 
duty 5 thy adtion is an aflfen of Juftrce, not of goodnefs. 

M 2 
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7. On this, the fecond fon advanced In the courfe of 
jny traveU, faid he, I came to a lake in v^hich I beheld a 
child Itruggling with death ; I plunged into it and faved his 
life in the prelence of a number of the neighboring villa- 
gers, all of whom can atteft the truth of what I afTert. 

8. It was well done (interrupted the old man ;) you 
have only^.obeyed the dictates of humanity. At length the 
youngeft of the three came forward. 

9. I happened, faid he, to meet my mortal enemy, whoy 
having bewildered himfelf in the dead of night, had im- 
perceptibly fallen afleep upon the brink of a frightful pre- 
cipice. The leafl motion would infallibly have plunged 
him headlong into the ahyfs ; and though his life was in 
my hands, yet with every neceflary precaution, I awaked 
him and removed him from hi& danger. 

10. Ah, my fon ! exclaimed the venerable good man 
with tranfport, while he prefled him to his heart ; to thee 
Helongs the diamond ; well haft thou deferved it. 



Description of Mount ^tna* 

X HERE is no point on the furface of thh 
globe, which unites fo many awful and fublime obje^s, as 
the fummit of mount .^na. The immenfe elevation from 
the furface of the earth, drawn as it were to a fingle point* 
without any neyllboring mountain for the fenfes and im- 
agination to re^ffpAn* and recover from their aflonifhment' 
in their way down to the world. 

2. This point or pinnacle, raifed on the brink of a bot- 
tomlefs gulph, as old as the .world, often difcharging rivers 
of fire, and tlirowlng out burning rocks, with a noife whiclv 
0iakes the whole ifland : 

3. Add to this, the unbounded extent of the grofpedy 
comprehending the greatefl diverfity, and the moft beauti- 
ful fcenery in nature ; with the rifing fun^ advancing in 
the £aft, to illominatc the wondrous fcene. 

4. The whole atmofphere hf degrees kindled up, and 
ihowed dimly and faintly the boundlefs profpeft around. 
Both fea and land lecked d^rk and confufed^ as If ttnly 
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emerging from their onginal chaos ; and light and dark- 
nefs feemed ftill undivided ; till the inorning, by degrees 
advancing, completed the reparation. 

5. The (lars are exunguifhed, and the (hades difappear. 
The forefts, which but now Teamed black and bottomlefs 
ffulphs, from whence no ray was reflated to (how their 
form or colors, appear a new creation rifing to the fight, 
catching life and beauty from every increafing beam. 

6. The fcene ftill enlarges, and the horizon feems to 
widen and expand itfelf on all fides i till the fun, like the 
great Creator, appears in the Eaft, and with his plaftic ray 
completes' the mighty fcene. 

7. aW appeals enchantment ; and it is with difficulty 
we can believe we are ftill on earth. The fenfes, unac- 
cuftomed to the fublimity of fuch a fcene, are bewildered 
and confounded : and it is not till after fome time, that 
they ate capable of feparating and judging of the objects 
which compofe it. 

8. The body of the fun is feen rifing from the ocean, 
immenfe tra^s both of fea and land intervening ; the 
rflaUds of Lipari, Panari, Alicudi, Strombolo, and Volca- 
no, with their fmoking fummits, appear under your feet ; 
and you look down on the whole of Sicily as on a map ; 
and can trace every river through all its windings, from 
its (Qurce to its mouth. 

9. The view is abfolutely boundlefs on every fide ; nor 
is Uiere any one obje^, within the circle of vifion, to inter- 
rupt it ; fo that the fight is every where loft in the immen- 

10. The circumference of the vifible horizon on the 
top of ^tna cannot be lefs than 200Q. miles At Malta, 
•vhich isTiearly a 00 miles diftant, they perceive all the ir- 
ruptions from the fecond region ; and that ifiand is often 
difcovered from about one half of the elevation of the 
mountain ; fo that at the whole elevation, the horizon muft 
extend to nearly double that diftance. 

1 1. But this is by much too vaft for our fenfes, not 
intended to gra^p fo boundlefs a fcene. I find by fome of 
the Sicilian authors, that the .'\frican coaft, as well as that 
of Naples, with many of its ifiands, has been difcovered 
from the top of .ffi^fna. Of this however we pannot boaQ;, 
tkough we can very well believe itv 
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12. But the moft be-^utiful part of the fcene is certainly i 
the mountain itfelf, the ifland of Sicily, and the numerous 
iflands lying round it. All ihefe, by a kind of magic in ■ 
Tifion, feem as if they were brought clofe round the fkirts 
of ^tna ; the diftance appearing reduced to nothing. \ 

1 3 . The prefent crater of the volcano is a circle of about 
three miles and a half in circumference It goei ihelving 
down on each ficle, and forms a regular hollow, like a van 
amphitheatre. 

14 From many places of this fpace, iflues volumes of 
fmoke, which, being much heavier than the circumambient 
air, inftead of rifmg in it as fmoke generally does, rolls 
d )wn the fide of the mountain like a torrent, till coming 
to that part of the acmofphere of the fame fpecific gravity 
vrith itfelf, it flioots off horizontally, and forms a large tra& 
in the air, according to the- diredion of the wind. 

15. The crater is fo hot, that it is very dangerous, if 
not impofUbk- to go down into it Befides, the fmoke is 
very incommodious ; and, in many places, the fur face is Co 
foft, that there have been inltances of people's (inking down 
into it, and paying for their temerity with their lives. 

16. Near the centre of the crater is the great mouth of 
the volcano. And when we refle<5l on the immendty of 
its depth, the vaft caverns whence fo many lavas have iflU- 
ed ; the force of its internal fire, fufBcient to raife up thofe 
lavas to fo great a height ; the boihng of the matter, the 
(baking of the mountain, the ezplofion of flaming recks, 
&c we rriuft allow, th:it the moft enthufiiiftic imagination! 
in the midft of all its terrors, can hardly form an idea mon. 
dreadful. 



A Dialogue "between two School Bots, 

ON Dancing. 

I/arry, X OM, when are you going to begia 
your dancing ? you will be fo old in a fliort time as to be 
afhamed to be feen taking your five pofitions. 

Thomas. I don't know a^ I (hall begin at all. Father 
tBjrs he don't care a fig whether I learn to jump any beitft 
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than I do now ; and as I am to be a tradefmanf he is de^ 
tennined, at nrefenty to keep me at the reading and writing 
fchools. 

Har. That muft be very dull and dry for you. And 
what good will all fuch learning do you, fo long as you 
make the awkward appearance you do at prei'ent ? I am fur* 
piriied at your father's folly. So, becaufe you are to be a 
tradefmant you are not to learn the eraces ! I expert to learn 
a trade too. But my papa fays I (hall firft learn the dancing 
trade ; and then, if L never learn any other^ I Ihall make 
my way through the world well enough. 

Tom. I don't know which difcovers the mod folly, your 
father or mine. Old folks certainly know more than young 
ones ; and my father is much the olded man. 

Har. 1 don't believe that dodrine. There's Jack Up^ 
fiart knows more than his father and mother both. And 
he is but nineteen yet. And he fays the prefent generation 
under five and twenty years of age, knows more than fif- 
teen generations that have gone before us. 

Tom. 1 don't know how that is. But father eaxly 
taught me this proverb, • Young folks think old folks are 
fools ; but old folks know young ones to be fo." But to 
return to fchools.—- Pray how far have you gone In your 
arithmetic ? 

Har. Arithmetic ! I have not begun that yet ; nor fhall 
I till I have completed dancing. That is a nurly (ludy ; I 
know I never (hail like it. 

Tom. Writing I fuppofe you are fond of. 

Har. 1 can't fwy 1 am, Tom. I once had a tolerable 
fbndnefs for it. But fince I began dancing, I have held it 
in utter contempt. Ii may be well enough for a perfon to 
write a legible hand ; but it is no mark of a gentleman tO 
write eligantly 

Tom, You would have a gentleman^// well, 1 fuppofe. 

Har, 1 would have him fpell fo well as to be underjloodi 
and that is en. ugh for any man. 

Tom, What Ay you to grammar and geography ? >s, 

Har Don't n^me them, I entreat you There is noth- 
ing I fo much abhor, as to hear your learned fchool boys 
jabbering over ihrir nouns., their pronouns, their werbs, 
their parables, their congregations, their imperfections, and 
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tonfludions. I'll tell you what, Toxn» I had rather he 
mafter of one hornpipe, than to underftand ail the gram- 
mars which have been publilhed iince the art of priming i 
was diibovered. I 

Tom. I am forry, friend Harry, to hear you fpeak (o \ 
contemptuouOy of the folid fciencos. I hope you don't ! 
mean to negledl them entirely. If you do, you muft ex- < 
ped to live in poverty ; and die, the fcorn and deridon of j 
all wife men. ^ 

Har, Nevex fear that, Tom. I (hall take care of my- 
felt, I warrant you. You are much miUaken in your prog- ' 
nodications. Why, there's Tim FiddJefaddle — he can't even 
write his name; and as for reading, he fcarcely knows B . 
from a broomdick ; and yet he can dance a minuet with 
any mafter of the art in Chridendom. And the ladies all 
love him dearly. He is invited to their balls, routs, af- 
femblies, card parties, &c. &c. and he diverts them like any 
monkey, 

Tom, And does he expedl ic will be the fame through 
life ? How is he to be maintained when he becomes old ? 
and how is he to amufe himfelf after he is unable to dance ; 
as you fay he can neither read nor write ? 

Har, Why, in fadl, I never thought of thefe things be- 
fore. I confels there appears to be fome weight in theie 
queries. I don't know but it will be bed for me to (pare 
a day or two in a week fiom my dancing, to attend to the 
branches you are purfuing. 

Tom. You will make but little progrefs in that way. 
My m^der always told me that the yb/iJ fciences ought to 
be dicnred Jirfl ; and that dancing might come in by the 
bye. He f.iys, when his fcholars have once entered the 
dancing lichool, their headj, in general, are fo full of bajlls, 
aflemblies, minuets, and cotillions, that he never can find 
much room for any thing elfe 

Har, I will dill maint^.in ir, notwiihdandingaliyoucatt 
fay in favor of jour folid fcUncesy as you cail them, that the 
art o( dancing is the art of all arts. It will, of itfelf, carry 
a man to the very pinnacle of fame. Whereas, tvitbout itt 
all your writing, arithmetic, grammar, and geography, wiD 
not rciife one above the common level of a clown. 
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Tom. I am no enemy to dancing, I afTure you, friend 
larry. It is an accompli (hment Tuitable enough for tho(e 
o learn who expe^ to have but little clfe to do. But for 
ou and mCf who aie dedined to get our living by fome me- 
hanical profeilion, there are doub lefs many purfuits more 
advantageous. I think we ought to employ but a very Imall 
>art of our time, in learning to dance. We will 'uppofe, for 
nft^nce^ that you learn the trade of a carpenter, 1 would 
i(k you, if it would not be necefTary to undei (land figures ; 
To that you might be able to keep your own accounts ; and 
(b much geometry as to be able to measure heights and 
iiftancesy fuperfices and folids ? Would it not be very con- 
venient to know a little of hiftory, in order to acquaint 
fourfelf with the various orders of archite^ ire, and where 
they had their origin ? If you were ftinwn a pidlure of St. 
Peter's Church, or a plan of Grand Cairo, would you not 
like to know enough of geography to tell in what part of 
the world they are fituated ? 

I/ar. Thefe are fubjedls which coufin Tim fays never 
are agitated in the fafhionable circles which he vidts. And 
fo I bid you good bye. 



Extract from Mr. John Q. Adams' Ora- 
tion, DELIVERED AT BoSTON^ JULY 4, 

jTLMERICANS 1 let us paufe for a moment 
to confider the £tuation of our country, at that eventful day 
when our national exJftence commenced. In the full pot 
feflion and enjoyment of all thofe prerog «tives for whick 
you then dared to adventure upon ** all the varieties of un- 
tried being," the calm and fettled moderation of the mind 
is fcarcely competent to conceive the tone of heroifm^ to 
ufaich the fouls of 6eemen were exalted in that hour of 
pexilous magnanimity. 

2. Seventeen times has the fUn^ in the progrefs of his 
auiQual revolutions, ditFufed his prolific rad*ance over rhe 

Slains of Independent America Millions of hearts, whick 
|i.ea palj^ttated with the rapturotts glow of patriotifaiy have 
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already been tranflated to brighter worlds ; to the abodes, 
of more than mortal freedom. Other millions have arifea 
to receive from their parents and benefadors, the ineftima- 
ble recompence of their achievements 

3. A large proportion of the audience, vrhofe benevo* 
lence is at this moment liftening to the fpeaker of the day^ 
like him were at that period too little advanced bpyond the 
threfhold of life to partake of the divine enihufiafm which 
infpired the American bofom ; which prompted hei voice 
to proclaim defiance to the thunders of Britain ; which con- 
fecrated the banners of her armies ; and finally ereded the 
holy temple of American Liberty over the tomb of depar- 
ted tyranny. 

4 It is from thofe who have already pafTea the meridiaa 
of life ; it is from you, ye venerable affeitors of the rights 
of mar kind, that we are to be informed, what were the feel- 
ings which fwayed within your breafts, and impelled you 
to adion ; when, like the ftripling rf Ifrael, with fcarcely a 
weapon to attack, and without h (hi<*ld for your defence, 
you met, and, undifmayed, engaged with the gigantic 
greatnefs of the Britllh power. 

5. Untutored in the difgraceful fcience of human butch- 
ery ; de(lftute of the fatal materials which the ingenuity of 
man has combined, to fharpen the fey the of death ; unfup- 
ported by the arm of any friendly alliance, and unfortified 
again (I the powerful affaults of an unrelenting enemy, you 
did not hefitate at that moment, when your coafts were in* 
fefted bv a formidable fleet, when your territories were in- 
vaded by a numerous and veteran army, to pronounce the 
fentence of eternal feparation from Britain, and to throw 
the gauntlet at a power, the terror of whofe recent triumphs 
was almoft coextenfive with the earth. 

6 The interrfted and felfifh propenfities, whichy in 
%ime^ of profperous tranquility have fuch powerful domio* 
ton over the heart, were all expelled ; and in their fteadi 
the public virtues, the fpirit of perlbnal devotion ta the 
common caufe, a contempt of every danger in comparilba 
with the fubferviency of the country, had aflumed an nap 
limited control. 

7. The paffion for the public had abforbed all the reft| 
aj| tbe gUvioas luminary of beavea extinguilhes ia a flooi 
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efulgencethe twinkling fplendour of every inferior nlan- 
Thofe of you, my countrymen, who were adlor^ in 
"e interefting fcenes, will bed know, how feeble and 
otent is the language of this defcription to exprefs the 
laflioned emotions of the foul, with which you were then 
ated. 

. Yet it were injuftice to conclude from thence, or 
a the greater prevalence of private and perfonal motives 
hefe days of calm ferenity, that your fons have degene- 
d from the virtues of their fathers. Let it rather be a 
eft of pleafing reflexion to you, that the generous and 
iterefted energies, which you were fummoned to dif- 
r, are permitted by the bountiful indulgence of Heaven, 
emam latent in the bofoms of your children. 

From the prefent profperous appearance of our pub- 

iffairs, we may admit a rational hope that our country 

have no occafion ^o require of us thofe extraordinary 

heroic exertions which It was your fortune to exhibit. 

o. But from the common verfatility of all human defti- 

fliould the profpeft hereafter darken, and the clouds of 

lie misfortune thicken to a temped ; fhould the voice 

3ur country's calamity ever call us to her relief, we 

ar by the precious memory of the fages who toiled, 

of^ the heroes who bled in her defence, that we will 

ve ourfelves not unworthy of the prize which they fo 

rly pfnRHiafed ; that we will aft as the faithful difciples 

^ofe who fo magnanimoully taught us the inftruftive 

)n of republican virtue. 



r KNOWING THE WoRLD AT AN EARLY 

Age. 

X HE knowledge of the world, in its com- 
aenfive (enfe, is a knowledge greatly to be* defired. To 
herftand the human heart, to know human manners, laws, 
^uages, and inditutions of every kind, and in various na- 
,s, and to be able to refleft on all rhefe with moral and 
tical improvement, is an attainment worthy of the great* 
(latefman and the wifeft philofopher. 
N 
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3. But there is a knowledge oT the tirorld of a very in* 
&rior kind, but which many parents value at a high price. 
Greek and Latin are always mentioned with contempt, on ] 
a comparifon with this. In compliance with cuftcm, in* j 
deed, and to get him out of the way, the boy is placed at 
fchool ; but the knowledge to be gained there is little e& 
teemed by the empty votaries of fafhion. 

3. Men and thingSi not words, are magifterially pointed 
out as the proper objeds of (ludy, by thole who know little 
of noen, things, or words. It is not the knowledge of books» 
(fay they) which he is to purfue, but the knowledge of the 
world ; ignorant that the knowledge of books is neceffary 
to gain a valuable knowledge of the wot Id. 

4. The parents, who give fuch dire^ions to their chil- " 
dien, are themfelves merely people of the world, as it is 
called ; perfons for the mod part of very moderate under- 
ftandingSy' who have never made any folid improvements 
in learning, and confequenUy» n^ver felt its pleafuresy or 
its adyantages. 

5. They have perhaps raifed themfelves by dint of 
worldly policy, by the little arts of fimulation and diilim- 
ulation ; and having feen the efie^s of drefs, addrefs, and 
an attention to exterior accomplifhments ; but at the fame 
time being totally unacquainted with r^al and folid attain- 
ments, they are naturally led to wi(h to give their children 
the moft ufeful education, which according to their ideas» ^ 
is a knowledge pf the world. 

6. But what is this knowledge of the world ? A know]« ; 
edge of its follies and vices ; a knowledge of them at a time 
of life, when they will not appear in their true light, con- 
temptible in themfelves, and the fources of mifery $ but 
flattering and pleafurable. To fee thefe at a boyifli age,. 
before the mind is properly prepared, will not cauie an ab- 
horrence, but an imitation of them. 

7. To introduce boys to fcenes of immoral and inde- 
cent behaviour, is to educate them in vice, and to give thei j 
young mind a foul (lain, which it will never lofe. And 
yet I have known parents in the metropolis fu£Fer boys of « 
fourteen or fifteen to roam wherefoever they pleafed ; to i 
frequent theatres, and other places of public diver fions, by , 
themfelves 5 to return home late at night ; and all this vfidi ■ 
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plenty of moneys and without giving any account of the 
manner of coni'uming that or their time. 

8- The parents were pleafed with their Ton's proficiency 
in the knowledge of the world ; the fon was pleafed with 
liberty, /ill for a (hort time went on to their mutual fat* 
isfa^ion. But after a few years, a fad reverfe ufually ap* 
peared. The boy became a fpendihiift and a debauchee ; 
alienated his father's affe^ions by incurring debt, and min* 
ed his coniUturion by every fpecies of excefs. 

9. What remained after his money and his health were 
dtffipate'd ? No learning, no relifh for the works of literary 
tafte. rhe fpring of life, when the feeds of thefe fhould 
have been fown was employed in another manner. Noth- 
ing remained but a wretched and a painful old age, devo- 
ted to cardb, dice, and illiberal conviviality. 

Eo He who is attending to his books, and colleAing 
ideas which will one d.iy render him a blefUng and an hon- 
or to all with whom he is conne<5ted, will appear dull, awk- 
ward, and unengaging to many, in comparifon with the 
pert flripling, who has been plunging into vice and dflipa* 
tion before he knows the meaning of the words. 

1 1. The reception which the latter meets with in com- 
pany gives him additional fpirits ; and the poor parents 
ufually triumph a while in the confcious fuperiority of their 
judgment. In four or five years, they commonly fee and 
feel the effeds of their folly. 

12. Their condu(5l, as it often undoubtedly proceeds 
from ignorance, is to be compaflionated ; but if ever it arife 
from aiR«ftition of iingularity, pride, vicious principles, or 
careleffnefs concerning their offspring, it dclerves the fe- 
vereft reprehenfion. 

13. It is obvious to obferve in the world multitudes of 
beardlefs boys afFuming ?.trs of manhooJ, and pradifing 
xnanly vices, to obtain a title to the appellation of men* The 
prefent age abounds with fuch examples. 

14. A moil fatal midake is made by parents of all clafF- 
es in the prefent age, Many of them feem to think vice 
and irregularity the marks of fenfe and fpirfr, in a boy ; 
and that innocence, modefty, fubmiffion to fuperiorF, appli- 
cation to (ludy. and to every thing laudable, are the figns ^f 
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3. But there is a knowledge oT the ^orld of a very hi.'' 
&rior kind, but which many parents value at a high prices 
Greek and Latin are always mentioned with contempt, on 
a comparifon with this. In compliance with cuftcm, in* 
deed, and to get him out of the way, the boy is placed at 
fchool ; but the knowledge to be gained there is little 'ef* 
teemed by the empty votaries of fafhion. 

3. Men and thingSi not words, are magifterially pointed 
out as the proper objeds of (ludy, by thofe who know little 
of men, things, or words. It is not the knowledge of books» 
(fay they) which he is to purfue, but the knowledge of the 
world ; ignorant that tlie knowledge of books is neceffary 
to gain a valuable knowledge of the world. 

4. The parents, who give fuch dire^ions to their chil- " 
dien, are themfelves merely people of the world, as it is 
called ; perfons for the mod part of very moderate under- 
Aandings»^ who have never made any folid improvements 
in leai ping, and confequenUy, pever felt its pleafuresy or 
Its adyantages* 

5. They have perhaps raifed themfelves by dint of 
worldly policy, by the little arts of fimulation and diilim- 
ulation ; and having feen the efe^s of drefs, addrefs, and 
an attention to exterior accomplifhments ; but at the fame 
time being totally unacquainted with real and folid attain- 
ments, they are naturally led to wi(h to give their children ' 
the moft ufeful education, which according to their ideas» , 
is a knowledge pf the world. ^ 

6. But what is this knowledge of the world ? A know!- j 
edge of its follies and vices ; a knowledge of them at a time ;. 
of life, when they will not appear in their true light, con- i 
temptible in themfelves, and the fources of mifery j bat j 
flattering and pleafurable. To fee thefe at a boyifli agei. -. 
before the mind is properly prepared, will not caufe an ab- 
horrence, but an imitation of them. 

7. To introduce boys to fcenes of immoral and inde- 
cent behaviour, is to educate them in vice, and to give the 
young mind a foul (lain, which it will never lofe. And 
yet I have known parents in the metropolis fu£Fer boys of 
fourteen or fifteen to roam wherefoever they pleaied ; to 
frequent theatres, and other places of public diver fions, by 
fhemfelves ; to return home Uie at night ; and all this mdi 

I 
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iy of money, and without giving any account of the 
ner of consuming that or their time. 

The parents were pleafed with their fon's proficiency 
le knowledge of the world ; the fon was pleafed with 
ty. All for a (hort time went on to their mutual fat* 
tion. But after a few years, a fad reverfe ufually ap* 
ed. The boy became a fpendihiift and a debauchee ; 
ated his father's affe^ions by incurring debt, and ruiiN 
is conlUturion by every fpecies of excefs. 

What remained after his money and his health were 

lated ? No learning, no relifh for the works of literary 

. rhe fpring of life, when the feeds of thefe fhould 

been fown was employed in another manner. Noth- 

remained but a wretched and a painful old age, devo- 

card 3, dree, and illiberal conviviality- 

> He who is attending to his books, and colleAing 

1 which will on? day render him a bleffing and an hon- 
» all with whom he is conne<5ted, will appear dull, awk« 
I, And unergaging to many, in comparifon with the 
flripling, who Has been plunging into vice and diEpa* 
before he knows the meaning of the words. 

The reception which the latter meets with in com* 
' gives him additional fpirits ; and the poor parents 
lly triumph a while in the confcious fuperiority of their 
ment. In four or Eve years, they commonly fee and 
the effcifls of their folly. 

. Their condu<5l, as it often undoubtedly proceeds 
i ignorance, is to be compafiionated ; but if ever It arife 
; alT. cl ition of iingularity, pride, vicious principles, or 
eifnefs concerning their offspring, it dclerves the fe- 
ft reprehenfion. 

1- It is obvious to ob/erve in the world multitudes of 
dlefs boys afTuming ?.trs of manhooJ, and pradifing 
ly vices, to obtain a title to the appellation of men. The 
fnt age abounds with fuch examples. 
I. /\ moft fatal midake is made by parents of all claff- 
the prcfent age, Many of them feem to think vice 
irregularity the marks of fenfe and fpirir, in a boy ; 
th^t innocence, modefty, fubmiffion to fupcriorr, appli* 
n to ftudy. and to every thing laudable, are the figns ef 
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flupidity. They often fmile at the tricks of a young 
tain and ever leem pleafed with boyi(h profligacy. 

15. Hence it happens, that their offspring freque 
pmve a tcourge to them, and that they feel that ftin^, w 
to ufe Shakefpeare's expreilion, is (harper than a ferp< 
tooth ; the fting infli&ed by a thanklefs, an immoral 
sgQoranty an eziravagant, and an infidel child. 



History of Pocahontas. 

A ERHAPS they who are not particularly 
quainted with the hi (lory of Virginia, may be ignorant 
Pocahontas was the prote(ftrefi) of the Englilh} and o 
fcreened them from the cruelty of her father. 

2. She was but twelve years old, when Captain Sn 
the braveft, the mod intelligent, and the mod human 
the fird colonics fell into the hands of the favages. 
already underftood theit language, had traded with t 
ieveral times, and often appealed the quarrels between 
Europeans and them Often had he been obliged alf< 
fight tliem, and to punifh their perfidy. 

3 At length, however, under the pretext of comm€ 
he was drawn into an ambufli, and the only two com 
ions, who accompanied him, fell before his eyes ; but tho 
alone, by his dexterity he extricated himfelf from 
troop which furrounded him ; until, unfortunately, i 
ginins; he could fave hvmfelf by crofTing a morafs, he d 
faft, 10 that the favages, againft whom he had no meai 
defending himfelf, at laft took and bound him, and ( 
dueled him to Powhatan. 

4. The king was fo proud of having Captain Smit 
his power, that he fent him in triumph to all the tribu 
princes, and ordered that he (hould be fplendidly tre; 
till he returned to fuffer that death which was preparer 
him. 

5. The fatal moment at laft arrived. Captain Sr 
was laid upon the hearth of the favage king, aad his 1: 
placed upon a large ftone to receive the ftroke of des 
when Pocahontas^ the youngell and darling daughtei 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 149 

Vj/ Powhatan> threw herfelf upon his body, clafped hiro in her 
smns, and declared, that if the cruel fentence was execu- 
ted, the fird blow fhould fall on her. 

6. All favages (abfolure fovereigns and tyrants notes* 
cepted) ate invariably more a&<51cd by the tears of infan^- 
cy, than rhe voice of humanity. Powhatan could not refill 
the tears and prayers of his daughter. 

7. Captain Smith obtained his life, on condition of jpay- 
ing for his ranfom a certain quantity of mufkets, powder, 
and iron utcnfils ; hut how were they to he obtained ? they 
would neither permit him to return to James-Town, nor 
let the Epglilh know where he was, left they (hould demand 
him fword in hand. 

8. Captain Smith, wlio was as fenfible as courageous, 
faid, that if Powhatan would permit one of his fubjeAs to 
cany to J.imes- Town a leaf which he took from his pocket- 
book, he fhould find under a tree, at the day and hour ap- 
pointed, all the articles demanded for his ranfom. 

9. towhatan conlented ; but withofit having much faith 

I in his promifes, believing it to be only an artifice of the 
Captain to prolong his life. But lie had written on the 
leaf a few lines, fufficient to give an account of his fituation. 
The meffenger returned. 'I he king feat to the place fixed 
upon^ and was greatly alioniilied to find every thing which 
bad beea demanded. 

lb. Powhatan could not conceive this mode of tianf* 
xnitting thoughts ; and Captain Smith was henceforth look- 
ed upon as a great magician, to whom they could notfhow 
too much refpe^. He left the favages in this opinion, and 
baftened to return home. 

1 1. Two or three years after, fome frefh differences 
ariflng amidft them and the Englidi, Po'Ahatan, who no 
longer tliought them forcer ers, but ft ill feared their power* 
laid a horrid plan to get rid of them altogether. His pro«i 
jeft was to attack them in profound peace, and cut the 
throats of the whole colony. 

1 2. The night of this intended confpiracy, Pocahontas 
took advantage of the obfcurity ; and in a terrible ftorm 
which kept the favages in their tents, efcaped from her fath- 
er's houfe, advifed the Englifh to be on their guard, but 
conjured them to fpare her family ; to appear ignorant of 

NS 
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the intelligence (he had given, and terminate all their difier* 
ences by a new treaty. 

1 3. It would be tedious to relate all the fervices which 
this angel of peace rendered to both nations. I fhall only 
add, that the Englilh, I know not from what motives, but 
certainly againil all faith and equity, thought proper to car^ 
ry her oflF. Long and bitterly did fhe deplore her fate ; 
and the only coiifblation fhe had, was Captain Smith| in 
whom (lie found a fecond father. 

14 She was treated with great refped, and married to 
a planter by the name of Rolle, who foon after took her to 
England. This was in the reign of James the Firft ; and 
It is faid that the monarch, pedantic and ridiculous in eve- 
ry point, was fo infatuated with the prerogatives of royalty^ 
that he ezprefTed his difpleafure, that one of his fubje^ 
ihould dare to marry the daughter even of a favage king. 

15. It will not perhaps be difficult to decide on thisoc- 
«afion, whether it was the favage king who derived honor 
from finding himfelf placed upon a level with the Europe- 
an prince, or the Englifh monarch, who, by his pride and 
prejudices, reduced himfelf to a level with the chief of the 
lavages. 

16. Be that as it will. Captain Smith, who had return- 
ed to London before the arrival of Pocahontas, was ex* 

.tremely happy to fee her again ; but dared not treat her 
with the fame familiarity as at James-Town. As foon as 
fhe faw him fhe threw herfelf into his arms, calling him 
her father \ but finding that he neither returned her careff- 
es with equal warmth, nor the endearing title of daughter, 
fhe turned afide hex head and wept bitterly ; and it was a 
long time before they could obtain a fingle word from her. 

17. Captain Smith enquired feveral times what could 
be the caufe of her affli<^ion. What ! faid fhe, did I noC 
fave thy life in America ! When I was torn from the arms 
of my father, and conduced amongft thy friends, didfl thou 
not promife to be a father to me ? Did ft thou not aflure me 
that if I went into thy country, thou wouldfl be my father, 
and that I fhould be thy daughter ? Thou haft deceived 
jne, and behold me now here, a ftranger and an orphan." 

18. It was nor difficult for the Captain to make his 
^eace with this charming creature, whom he tenderly love^ 
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He prefented her to feveral people of the firft quality ; but 
never dared to take her Co court, from which, however, (he 
received feveral favors. 

19. After a reddence of feveral years in England, an 
example of virtue and piety, and attachment to her huf- 
band, (he died as (he was on the point of embarking for 
America. She left an only fon, who was married, ^md left 
none but daughters ; and from thefe are defcended fome of 
the principal chara^ers in Virginia. 



Speech of Caius Marius to the Romans ; 

SHOWING THE ABSURDITY OF THEIR. HESITATING TO 
CONFER ON HIM THE RaNK OF GENERAL, MERELY OH 
ACCOUNT OF HIS EXTRACTION. 



I 



T is but too common, my countrymen, to ob- 
{erve a material difference between the behavior of thoib 
who ftand candidates for places of power and truft, before 
and after their obtaining them. They folicic them in one 
manner, and execute them in another. 

2. They fet out with a great appearance of a^vityt 
humility, and moderation ; bat they quickly fall into floth 
pride, and avarice. It is undonbtedly no eafy matter to 
difcharge, to general fatisfadion, the duty of a fnpreme 
oommander in troublefome times. 

3. You have committed to my condud the war againft 
Jugurtha. The patricians are offended at this. But, where 
would be the wifdom of giving fuch a command to one oi 
their honorable body ? a perfon of illuflrious birth, of an- 
cient family, of innumerable ftatues, but of.no experi« 
ence! 

4. What fervice would his long line of dead anceftors, 
or his multitude of motionlefs ftatues, do his country in the 
day of battle ? What could fnch a general do, but in his 
trepidation and inexperience, ha?e recourfe to fome inferi- 
or commander for dire^on in difficulties to which he was 
not himfelf equal ? Thus, your pitrician general would in 
fadt have a general over him ; fo that the acting comman- 
der would ftill be a plebeians 
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5. So trae is this, my countrynicn, that I have, myfclf, 
known thofe who have been chcvfcn confuls, bep^in then to 
read the hiftory of their own counntry, of which, til? that 
time, they were totally Ignorant ; that is, tbey fir ft obtain- 
ed the employment, and then bethought themfelves of the 
quilifications necelTiry for the proper difcharge of it. 

6. 1 fubmit to your jadgment. Remans, on which flde 
the advantage lie.-, when a compirifon is m<ide betvreen 
patrician haughtinefs and pJcbeiar. experience. The Tcry 
anions which they have only read, I have partly feen and 
partly myfelf achieved. What they know by reading, I 
know by aft^on. They are pleafed .to flight my mean 
birth ; I defpife their mean charaders. 

7. Want of birth and fortune is the objedlion againft 
me ; want oi perfonal worth, againft them. But ate not all 
men of the fame fpecies ? What can make a difference be- 
tween one man and another, but the endowments of the 
niind i For my part, 1 ftiall always look upon the bra veil 
man as the noble ft man. 

8. If the patricians have reafon to defpife me, let them 
likewife defpife their anceftors, whofe nobility was rhe fruit 
of their virtue. Do they envy the honors beflowed upon 
sie ? let them envy, likewife, my labors, my abftinence, and 
the dangers 1 have undergone for my country, by which I 
have acquired, them. 

9. But thofe worthlefs men lead fuch a life of inadlivity,-. 
as if they defpifed any honors you can beftow ; while rhey 
afpire to honors as if they had deferved them by the moft 
induftrious virtue. They lay claim to the rewards r i a^iv- 
ity, for their having enjoyed the plea; ure» of luxury. Yet: 
none can be more lavifh than they are inpraifeof their an« 
ceftors. 

10. And they imagine they honor themfelvts by celebrat* 
ing their forefathers ; whereas they do the very contrary ;; 
for, as much as their anceftors were diftinguifhed for their 
Tirtuesi fo much are they difgraced by their vices. 

1 1. The glory of anceftors cafts a light, indeed, upOA- 
their pofterity ; but it only ferves to (how what the de- 
fendants are It alike exhibits to public view their degen- 
eracy and their worth. I own I cannot boaft of the deeds 
c( my forefathers i but I hope I may anfvrer the cavib ff 
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tbe patriciansy hj ftanding up in defence of what I have 
n^jfelf done. 

12. Obferve now, my countrymen, the injuftice of the 
patricians. They arrogate to themfelves honors, on ac- 
count of exploits done^y their forefathers, whilft they will 
not allow me due pr^e for performing the very fame fort 
of adtions in my own perfon. 

13. He has no ftatues, they cry, of his family. He 
can trace no venerable line of anceftors. What then ? is 
it matter of more praife to difgrace one's illuftrious ancef- 
tors, than to become illuftriousby one's own good behavior t 

14^ What if I can (how no (iatues of my family ? I can 
ihow the (landards, the armor, and the trappings which I 
have myfelf taken from the vanquifhed ; I can ihow the 
fears of thofe wounds, which I have received by facing the 
enemies of my country. 

15. Thefe are my flatues. Thefe are the honors I 
boaft of. Not left me by inheritance, as theirs ; but earn- 
ed by toil, by abftinence, by valor ; amidft clouds of duft 
and feas of blood ; fcenes of adtion, where thofe effeminate 
patricians, who endeavor, by indire^ means, to depreciate 
me in your efteem,- have never dared to ihow their faces. 



Fraternal Affection. 



I 



,N the beginning of the fizceenth century, the 
Portuguefe carracks failed from Liibon to Goa, a very 
great, ^ rich, and flouriihing colony of that nation in the 
£a(l- Indies. There were no lefs than twelve hundred 
ibnls, marriners, paiFengers, priefts, and friars, on board 
one of thefe vefTels^ 

a. The beginning of their voyage was profperous ; they 
Jiad doubled the fouthern extremity of the great continent 
of Africa, called the Cape of Good Hope, and were fleer- 
ing their couife northeaft, to the great continent of Indiat 
when fome gentlemen on board, who, having ftudied geog- 
raphy and navigation, found in the latitude in which they 
were then failing, a large ridge of rocks laid down in theii: 
fea- charts. 
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3* They no fooner made this difcovery, than they ac- 
l|oalnted the captain of the fhip with the affair, defiring him 
to communicate the fame to the piIot» which requeft he 
iminediately granted, recommended him to lie by in the 
nighty and flacken fail by day, until they (hould be paft the 
danger. V 

4. It is a cuftom always among the Portuguefe abfo* 
lutely to commit the failing part, or the navigation of the 
vefTA to the pilot, who is anfwerable with his head, for the 
fafe conduct or carriage of the king's (hips, or thofe belong- 
ing to private traders ; and he is under no manner of dS- 
re^ion from the captain, who commands in every other 
refpeft. 

5 The pilot b^ing one of thofe felf-fufficient men, who 
think every hint given them from ethers in the way of their 
profffllon derogatory from their underllandings, tookas an 
affront CO be taught his art, and inilead of complymg with 
the captain's requef^, adually crowded more fail than the j 
▼efftfl had carried before. 

6. They had not failed many hours, when? juft about 
the dawn of day. a terrible difafter hefel them, which would 
have been prevented if ihev had lain by. The Chip (Iruck 
upon a rock I leave to the reader's imagination, what s 
fcene ot horror this dreadful accident muft occafion among 
twelve hundred perfons, all in the fame inevitable danger ; 
beholding with fearful aflonifhrnent, that inffantaneous 
death which now ffared them in the face. 

7. In this diftrefs, the captain ordered the pinnace ta 
be launched, into which having toffeJ a fmall quantity of 
bifcuit, and fome boxes of marmalade, he jumped in him- 
felf, with nineteen others, who with their fwords prevented' 
the coming in of any more left the boat fhould fink. '• 

8s In this condition they put off into the great Indiaa 
ocean, without a compafs to fteer by, or any frefh water 
but what might fall from tlie heavenj^, whofe mercy alone 
could deliver them. After they had rowed four days ia 
this miferable condition, the captain, who had been for fome 
time very fick and weak, d'ed. 

9. This added, if poffible, to their mifery ; for as they 
now fell into confufion, every one would govern, and none 
T«rould obey. This obliged them to eleit one of their owa 
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company to command them, whofe orders they implicitly 
agreed to follow. This peribn propoi'ed to the company 
to draw lots, and to caft every tounh man overboard f lu 
their fmall (lock of provitions was fo fai fpent, as not to 
be able at a very ihuxt allowance to fuftain life above three 
days longer. 

1 o« There were now nineteen perfons in all ; in this num« 
ber were a friar and a carpenter, both of whom they would 
exempt, as the one was ufef ul to abl'olve and comfort them 
in their lail extremity, and the other to repair the pinnace 
in cafe of a leak or other accident. 

1 1. The fame compliment they paid to their new cap- 
tain, he being the odd man, and his life of much con&« 
quence. He refufed their indulgence a great while ; but 
at laft they obliged him to acquiefce ; fo that there were 
four to die out of the fixteen remaining perfons. 

12. The three firfl fubmitted to their fate ; the fourth 
was a Portuguefe gentleman who had a younger brother in 
the boat, who, feeing him about to be thrown overboard* 
moft tenderly embraced him, and with tears in his eyes be- 
fought him to let him die in his room ; enforcing his argu- 
ments by telling him that he was a married man, and had a 
wife and children at Goa, befide the care of three fifters^ 
who abfolutely depended upon him ; that as for himfelf, he 
was frngle^ and his life of no great importance ; he there- 
for^ conjured him to fuffer him to fupply his place. 

13. The elder brother, aftoniihed, and melting with 
this generofitys replied, that fmce the divine Providence 
had appointed him to fuffer, it weuld be wicked and unjuft 
to permit any other to die for him, efpecially a brother, to 
whom he was fo infinitely obliged. The younger, perfifting 
in his purpofe, would take no denial ; but throwing himfelf 
on his knees, held his brother fo faft, that the company 
joould not difengage them. 

1 4. Thus they difputed for a while, the elder brother 
bidding him to be a father to his children, and recommend- 
ed his wife to his proteflion ; and as he would inherit his 
eftate, to take care of their common fillers ; but all he could 
fay could not make the younger defift. This was a fcene 
of tendernefs that mi^ft fill every bread, fufceptible of gen- 
erous Impieflions, with pity. At lad the conftancy of the 
elder brother yielded to (he piety o£ llie o\ihex« 



is6 THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOIL 

15. He acquiefced, and fuffered the gallant youth to 
fupply his place, who being caft into the fea, and a good 
..fwimmer, foon got to the ftetn of the pinnace, and laid 
hold of the rudder with his right hand* which being per* 
ceired by one of the Tailors, he cut off the hand with hi^ 
fword ; then dropping into the fea, he prefently caught hol4 
again with his left, which received the fame fate by a fec« 
0ndJ>low. 

i6. Thus difmembered of both hands, he made a ihifti 
notwithftanding, to keep himfelf above water with his feet 
and two dumps, which he held bleeding upwards. 

17. This moving fpeAacle fo raifed the pity of the 
whole company, that they cried out, «* He is but one man, 
let us endeavor to fave his lifie ;" and he was accordingly 
taken into the boat, where he had his hands bound up as 
well as the place and circumftances could permit 

18. They rowed all that night ; aiid the next morning* 
when the fun arofe, as if Heaven would reward the piety of 
this young man, th( y defcried land, which proved to be the 
mountains of Mozambique, in Africa, not far from a Por- 
tuguefe colony. Thither they all fafely arrived, where 
they remained until the next ihip from Lifbon pa/Fed by 
and carried them to Goa. 



On the Importance of studying the Eng- 
lish Language grammatically. 

A RIGHT education of children has ever 
"been efteemed by the beft nhilofophers and wifeft Irgifla* 
tors, as the moll certain fource of happinefs, not only to 
families, but to ftates and kingdoms : and is, on all moral 
and civil confiderations, the fir ft hleffing in order and ne- 
ceffity, the higheft in value and importance, and, in thefe 
united republics, the grand bafis on which their future hap* 
pinelfl and profperity depend 

2. Of fuch ineftimable worth was right education held 
hj the ancients, that when they were in all their glory, and 
long after, the tutorage of youth was accounted the moft 
ifonoiableemplojmsDi \ and many (^ noble birth and eaff 
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fortunes became preceptors, and took youth under their 
tuition. 

3. It is we'll known that the R'^rnrins as well as Gneks, 
carciully applied themfelves to ihe iludy of iheir own lan- 
guage, and were early able to i'peak and wriie it in the 
greaiell pertedlion Maiteis taught them, betimes, the 
principles, the dilFicuUio.s the lubtilLies and the depths of it. 
And to tliat it was chitily owinj^f, that t:\cy made more 
early advances in the moft uitful icknces, than any youth 
have fince done. 

4. The Frtiicli liave been Ixi'orehand v/ith us in this 
important particular. They hive l':.ng imitated the Greeks 
and Rom.iiis, and have liad the gocd pohcy to prefer their 
own language ro every other ; d:.'d.;inin;ij the (iudy of any 
foreign tongues, ui^'eis driven by necetiity into other coun- 
tries And the political iHivantnrri-i* they have derived 
from fuch a condu^ are vifible all ovor iinropt*. 

5. Policy, then, were tiiere nv'-ihing eli'e, cries aloud for 
our exerting ourfelves in the caufl? cf a too loiitj; neglec'ied 
Englilh education ; and for uiping oil that charge of bvir- 
barity, with which not only we but thole of En^^ldnJ have 
been on that account, fo long ftigmaii/ed by the very na- 
tion whom we fo much vencrare, and whofe languav^e -ve 
are fo ridiculoufly fond of, to the reproach and degradation 
of a better, even our own. 

6 There is, pprhaps, no language the grammatical 
knowledge of which can bo learned with fo much eMc, or 
with lefs difficulty than ours. And as tlie fieedom, the 
liberty* and the life of our country depend upon it, ih.dl 
America deprive her fons of this moft valuable biithiight, 
the right of nature ? 

7. It appears to me a thing very unaccountable, 
that mafters, and thofe who fupeiirtend public fchools 
Ihould negledl this important part of an education, and 
(iiifer youth to trifle away their time, when it might be em- 
ployed to fo much advantage to themfelves and to future 
geoerations. And what ij» ft ill more fo, is, that parents, 
who love their childien, ihould connive at this unpar^oni- 
ble neglect. 

8. Without a common fchool education, which is the 
anchor ot liberty, tb» iupporter of out i*\^Vvx.^i nn^ ^'^^ ^'^ 

O 
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compared to nothing but a fhip at fea, deprived of fails, 
ruddmr, compars, and ezpofed to the billows and hurricanes 
of the boifterous deep. 

9. With ic we have a moft fubftantial foundation laid, 
on which we can cred a iupeib building, for public and 
private utility ; with it, we can conduct the fliip of fiate, 
and regale ourfelves under the tree of liberty ; and un- 
(hackle ourfelves from ^norance^ which is the origin of 
feuds and animoiities in free dates. 

10. Do not .the arts and fciences, in every kingdom, 
participate to a great degree the fate of its language ? rife 
and flour ifh, or unk into difrepute^ as the latter is cultivated 
or neglected ? How dear then ought the honor of the 
Engliin language to be to every American ! 

1 1. And as grammar is the folid foundation on which 
all other Science refts^ and as all human inquiry is divided 
into fcience and language ; and further, as under the lat- 
ter, fall the ideas and fubjeds of the didaAic fiyle, oratory, 
poetry, painting, and fculpture, judge ye, if it ought to be 
left to yaung gentlenoen to form their ftyle by chance, or to 
begin the fludy of tlieir modier tongue, at a time of life 
which calls them forth to adtion. 

12. You, whb ar€ entrufted with the education of diit 
youth, and you, who fuperintend our fchoolsyhave a glori- 
ous and joyful profped before you, a noble opportunity in- 
deed of doing much good to mankind ; of conftituting real 
merit, and fecuring the warmed returns of gratitude, by 
perfe^ing the flower of our youth, in fpeaking and writiug 
that language, in which alone they mud ad the part of 
iheir fathers, ferve tlieir country, and become the mouths 
of the people. 

15. You will not fail, my beloved countrymen, to af- 
ford your children this didingiiiihing, this neceffary, this 
all important education, by which you will, in a (hort time, 
nurfe up a race of freemen, to the honor and never fadio^ 
glory of our country. 

1 4.. America will then increafe in wealth in commerce, 

agriculture and manufadures ; will as^ar furpafs all other 

nations on the globe, in virtue, learning and abilities ; and 

will as much didinguifh herfelf for humanityt noblei^s of 

fentimentf attachmeut to govemiosaVi wi\^^t oC tibertyi 
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u the towering, cedar aniong the trees of the woed, or the 
fun in the prefence of the ftars. 

15. All nations will look up unto her, call her blefledf 
md fay, '' In her> the problem* which ha& been put for 
thoufands of years, has been truly verified ; whether a nft» 
tien caa be governed, and yet be free/' 



The Hottentot; ani> the LioNc 

J\N elderly Hottentot in the fervice of aj? 
Chriftian, near the upper part of Sunday river on the Camb« 
debo fide, perceived a lion following him at a great dif- 
tance for two hours together. Thence he naturally con- 
eluded, that the lion only wafted for the approach of dark* 
Defs, in order to make him a prey ; and in the mean time, 
could not ejtped any other than to ferve for this fierce ani- 
mal's fupper ; inafmuch as he had no other weapon of de» 
fence than a flick,, and knew that he could not get home 
before it was dark. 

2- But as he was well acquainted with the nature of 
the "fion, and the manner of its feizing upon its prey ; and 
at the lame time had leifure to ruminate on the ways and> 
means in which it was mod likely that his exiilence would 
he terminated, be at length, hit on.a..method of faving. hii. 
life;. 

3. For this pnrpofe, inflead of making the befl of hic 
way home, he looked out for a precipice; and, fetting him- 
frlf down on the edge of Tt, found to his great joy, that the 
lion Itkewife made a halt,. and kept at the fame diflance ai 
before, 

4« As foon as It grew dark, the Hottentot Aiding a lit- 
tle forwards, let himfelf down below the upper edge of the 
precipice upon fome projedling part or cleft of the rock,^ 
where he could juft keep himfelf from falling. But in or- 
der to cheat the lion flill more, he fet his hat and cloak on 
the flick, making with it a gentle motion juft over his head» 
a little way from the edge of the precipice. 

5. This crafty expedient had the defired fuccefs. He 
dki %LQt ftaj long in that fituation, before the Uon c?ca\& 
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creeping foftly towards him like a caty und, miftakmg the 
ik'r coat for ihe Hottentot himfelf, t-ok his leap with ftich 
eiddnels and precifion, as to fall headlong down the pr6« 
cipice, and was daihed in pieces. 



Scene between Gustavus Vasa and 

Christikrn. 

r 1 1 * 

Chrlft. 1 ELL me, Guftavus, tell me why is this,^ 
That, as a ftream diverted from the banks 
Of imooth obedieni:e, thou haft drawn thofe men 
Upon a diy unchannellM enterprize, 
To turn their inundation ? Are the lives 
Of my mi. guided people held fo light, 
That thus* thou'dft puih them on the keen rebuke 
Of guarded majeity ; where juftice waits 
All awful and refiftlefs, to aflert 
Th' impervious rights, the fandtitude of kings j 
And blaft rebellion ? 

Git/is Juftice, fanftitude, 
And lights! Q, patience! Rights! what rights, thou tyrant? 
Yes, if perdition be the rule of power, 
If wrongs give right, O then, fupreme in mifchief> 
Thou wert the lord, the monarch of the world ! 
Too narrow for thy claim. But if thou think'ft 
That crowns are vilely propertied, like coin| 
To be the means, the fpecialty of luft, 
And fenfual attribution ; if thou think'ft 
That empire is of titled birth or blood ; 
That nature, in the proud behalf of one. 
Shall difenfranchife all her lordly race, 
And bow her general iflue to the yoke 
Of private domination ; then, thou proud one. 
Here know me for thy king. Howe'er, be told. 
Not claim hereditary, not the truft 
Of frank election, 

Mot e'en the high anointing hand of Heav'n, 
Gan aiuhorife opprtffion, give a law 
For lawlefs pow^V} wed faith to violation, 
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On reafon build mlfrule, or juftly bind 
Allegiance to injuftice. Tyranny 
Abfolyes all faith ; and who invades our rights 
However his own commence, can never be • 
But an ufurper. But for thee, for thee 
There is no name. Thou haft abjur'd mankind* 
Dafk'd fafety from thy bleak, unfocial fide. 
And wag'd wild war with univerfal nature. 

Chriji. Licentious traitor ! thou canft talk it largely. 
Who made thee umpire of the rights of kings. 
And pow'r, prime attribute ; s^s on thy tongue 
The poife of battle lay, and arms of force, 
To throw defiance in the front of duty ? 
Look round, unruly boy ! thy battle comes -^ 
Like raw, dii^inted, muft'ring, feeble wrath, 
A war of waters, borne againft a rock 
Of our firm continent, to fume, and chafe, 
And fhiver in the toil. 

Gujl, Miftaken man ! 
I come empowered and ftrengthen'd in thy weakliefs ; 
For though the ftrudure of a tyrant's throne 
Rife on the necks of half the fuff *ririg world, 
Fear trembles in the cement ; pray'rs, and tears, 
And fecret curfes, fap iti mouldering bafe. 
And fleal the pillars of allegtance from it ; 
Then let a fmgle arm but dare the fway, 
Headlong it turns, and drives upon deftrudbjpn. 

Cbrift, Profane, and alien to the love of Heaven t 
Art thou ftill hardened to the wrath divine. 
That hangs o'er thy rebellion I Know'ft thou not 
Thou art at enmity with grace, cad out, 
Made an anathema, a curfe enroU'd 
Among t}ie faithful, thou and thy adheretits, 
&orn from our holy church, and ofier'd up- 
As facred to pf rdition ? 

Gufi. Yfes, I know. 
When fuch as thou, with facrilegious handr^ 
Seize on the apoftblic key of heaven. 
It then becomes a tool ior crafty knaves 
To fhut out virtue, and unfold thofe gates 
TJmU; Uesivea hCeUh^id barr'd agamft. t\v« Vx^v 

6 i 
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Of avarice and ambition. Soft and fweet» 

As looks of charity, or voice of lambs 

That bleat upon the mountain, are the words 

Of chxiftian meekn^s ! xniilion all divine ! 

The law of love, fole mandate. But your gall? 

Ye Swedifh prelacy, your gall hath turn'd 

The words of fweet but undlgefied peace^ 

To wrath and bittemefs. Ye hallow'd men, 

Jn whom vice fan^ifies, whofe precepts teach 

Zeal without truth, religion without virtue. 

Sack'd towns and midnight howlings, through the realm> 

Receive your fandtion. O, 'tis glorious mifchief ! 

When vice turns holy, puts religion on, 

AfTumef the lybe pontifical, the eye 

Of faintly elevation, blefTeth fin. 

And makes the leal of fweet offended Heavea 

A fign of blood. 

Chrift, No more of this. 
Guftavus, wculd'ft thou yet return to grace, 
And hold thy motions in the fphere of duty. 
Acceptance might be found. 

Gti/l. Imperial Spoiler ! 
Give me my father, give me back my kindred^ 
Give me the fathers of ten thouland orphans, 
Give me the fons in whom thy ruthlefs fword 
Has left our widows childlefs. Mine they were, 
Both mine an^ every Swede's, vrhofe patriot breaft 
Bleeds in his country's wonndings O, thou canft noti^ 
Thou haft butfinn'd all reckoning ! Give me then 
My all that's left, my gentle mother there. 
And fpare yon little trembler. 

Chrift, Yes, on terms 
Of compact and fubmiiSon. 

Guji, Ha ! with thee ! 
CompaA with thee ! and mean'ft thou for my country, 
For Sweden ? No, fo hold my heart but firm, 
Although it wring for't> though blood ^drop for teaijs^ 
And at the fipht my ftraining eyes ftart forth— 
They both ftVll perift firft. 
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r^RRATIVE OF THE EXTRAORDINARY AdVEN- 
rruKBs OF FOUR Sailoki. who writi cast away oh 
-THE DBiEtT Island OF SriTiiiRftK. 

X HES£ □Drtben feai, owing to the ezcefllve 
cold of the climate, aiefraqnentlr fo full iif ice, ai to ren- 
der it exceedingly hazardoni to fhipit which are therrbj 
cxpofed to the danger of being cnilhed between two bodies 
' of immenle ice, or of being fo completely farronoded, as to 
(IcpriTe them of every power of moving from the fpot. 

1. In thii latter alarming fitaation were the crew of *> 
R-nfiiaiiJhip- A conncil was immediately heli!i when the 
^^a|e mentioned what he recolleded to havelieard, that a 
Ikiti's crew from Mefen, fome time before, had formed a 
*'«dd]ation of pafling the wintef; npan this illand, and for 
^^kat porpore had carried timber proper for building a hut 
^ a little diftance from the fhore. 

' $. This informatioD led the whole company to form 
tiie refolution of wintering there, lh<iuld the hut be fortn- 
naicly remaining I'hey were induced to adopt this meo- 
fnre irom the certainty of perifhing (hould they remain in 
the (hip. Th^ therefore deputized four of ihelr crew to 
go in fearch of'^the but^and make what fiirther dil^fjyeriei 
wey conld. 

4. \t no hnmui cr«atnre inhabited the fhore on which 
tlicy were to land, it was afafolutely necefTary for them to 
carry fome ptiivifioas with them for their fiipport. They 
bad to make their way, for nearly two miles, over looft 
tieaps of ice, which the water had raifed, and the wind had 
driven agarnll e^ch Other ; and this made'it equally diffi> 
cult and dangerous. 

5. From this conGderation, they avoided loading them' 
ielves too much with provifions, left their wright migh' 
£i)k them between the pieces of ice, where they muii in 
evitably perllh 

6. tiavin^ prevloufly confidered allthefs matten, tht 
provided tbamfelve* only with a mnflcet and powder-hor 

, apntaininic twelve charges of powder and ball, an asCt 
' 'M|d ^^tiie, I bag with about twenty ^«n.4» qC ftcmc 
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knife, a tinder box and tinder, a bladder filled with tbbao*' . 
€0) and every man his wooden pipe* 

7* Thus poorly equipped, thefe four Tailors reac&ed 
the ifland, little thinking what they were to endure while 
they remained on it. After exploring fome fmall part of 
the country, they difcovered the hut they were in purfuit^ 
of, at the diflance of about an Englifh mile and a half from 
the fliore. 

8t Its length was thirty fix feet, and its height and 
breadth eighteen. It confided of a fmall antichamber about 
twelve feet broad, having two doors, the one to exclude 
the outer air, and the other to form a communication with 
the inner room, This contributed not a little to keep the 
l^rge roon) warm, when it was once heated. 

9. They found in the large room an ear them S^'W^ 
conftrudted in the Ruffian manner. They rejoiced exceed- 
ingly at this difcovery, though they found the hut had fuf^ 
fered very much from the feverity of the weather, it having 
been built a confiderable time. However, they^ contniredi 
to make it fupportable for that night. 

1 o. The next morning early they repaired to the (hore, 
in order to acquaint their comrades wjth their fuccefs, and 
alfo to get from the ve&l fuch provtfions, ammunition, and 
ether neceflaries, as might in fome meaAire enable them, 
to ftruggle with the approaching winter 

1 1. But what pen can properly defbribe the terrible fit* 
nation of their minds, when, coming to the place at which 
they landed, they discovered nothing but an open Tea, cleat 
of all ice, though, but a day before, it had covered the 
ocean ! During the night, a violent ftorm had arifen, which 
had been the caufe of this change of appearance in the 
ocean. 

1 2. Whether, the ice, which had before fiurrounded the 
yefiel, bdng put in motion by the violence of the windt 
and waves, had cmfhed the (hip to pieces, or- whether (be 
had been carried by the current into the main ocean, it wat 
impofiible for them to determine. 

13. However, they {aw the (hip no mote ; and as (he 
was never afterwards heard of, it is mod likely that (he 
west to the bottom with every (bul on board. This dreadl^. 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTO!L i6j 

event deprived the poor unhappy wretches of all hopes 
0f CfVer again feeing their native country. 

14 They returned to their hut, and there bewailed 
tiheir deplorable tot, more perhaps to be pitied than thofe 
who were buried in the bofom of the deep. Their thoughts 
were, in courfe, firfl direded to procure fubfiftence, and to 
tppak their hut. 

• 15. Their twelve charges of powder and (hot foon pro- 
duced them as many rein deer, of which there fortunately 
happened to be many on the ifland. They then fet about 
repairing their hue, and filled up all the crevices, through 
jL which the air found its way, with the mofs that grew there 
^ in plenty. 

^16. As it was impoflible to live in that climate without 
Siff. and as no wood grew upon the ifltn^^ they were 
modi alarmed on that account. However, in their wan- 
derings over the beach, they met with plenty of wood, 
wj^lcfa had been driven on fhore by the waves. 

'ifm This principally confifted of the wrecks of fhips ; 
bttt (bmetimes whole trees with ftheir roots came on fhore, 
Ae undoubted produce of feme more hospitable clime, 
which were wafhed from their native foil by the overflowings 
•f rivers or feme other accident. 

1 8. As foon as their powder and fhot were exhaufted, 
diey began to be in dread of peiiihing with hunger ; but 
£;ood fortune, and their own ingenuity, to which necefficy 
always gives a fpur, removed hefe dreadful apprehenfions. 
In the courfe of their traverfmg the beach, they one day 
difcovered fome boards, in which were large hooks and 
nails in abundance. 

19.' By the afliftance of thefe, they made fpears and 
arrows ; and, from a yew tree, which had been thrown on 
ihore by the waves, they fr^rmed plenty of b(^ws. With 
Ae€e weapons, during the time of their continuance on the 
ifland, they killed upwards of two hundred and fifty rein 
deer, befide a great number of blue and white foz^s. 

20. The fleOi of thefe Hnimnls ferved them ff^r food, 
and their fkins were equally ufeful in lupplying them with 
warm clothing. The number of white bears they killed 
were only ten ; for thefe animals being very flrong, defend- 
ed themfelves with great vigor and fury, and even ventured 
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to make their appearance frequently at the door of tbeS^ 
httti from whence they were driven with ibme difficulty 
and danger. 

2 f . Thus thefe th^^e different foi ts of animals were the 
only food of thefe miferable mariners^ dur^g their long: 
and dreary abode on this iflan^i 

22. The intenfenef? of the cold, and the want of prop* 
er conveniences, rendered it impofTible for them to cook 
their visuals properly, fo that they were obliged to eat 
their provifions almeft raw, and without bread or fait. 

23. There was but one ftove in che hut, and that being 
in the Ruffian manner, was not proper for boiling. How- 
ever, to remedy this inconvenience as much as poffible, 
they drjed fome of their provifiors, during the fummer in 
the open air, and then hung them up in the upper part of 
the hut, which being continiiaJly filled with fmokCf they 
thus beciime thoroughly dned 

24. This they uled inftead of bread, which made them 
reliih their h'^lf boiled meat the better They procured 
their water in lummer from the rivulets that fell from the 
rocks ; and in the winter, from fnow ard ice thawed This 
was their only drink ; and their fm,^ll kettle was the only 
convenience tht7 had to make ufe of for this, and man^ 
other purpofes. 

25. As it was neceffkry to keep up a continual fire,, 
thev were particularly cautious not to let the light be ex* 
tineuifhrd ; for though they had both fteel and Hints, yet 
thty hid no tinder; and ic would have been a terrible 
thing to be wiibout light in a climate where darknefs reigns 
fo m.'^ny months daring the winter. 

26 They therefore fafhioned a kind of lamp, which 
they filled with rein deer fat, and fluck into it fonke twifled 
linen, fti iped in the form of a wick. After many trials, 
they at laft bn^ught their lamp to complete perfeAion, and 
kept it burning, without intermifllon, from the day they 
firfl: made it, till they emb irked for their native country. 

27. They alfo found themfelves in want of (hoes, boots, 
and other neceffary articles of drefs, for all which they 
found wonderful refources in that genius to which neceffity 
gives birth. 
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28. Having lived more than fix years upon this dressy 
Liid inhofpitaU^.e ifland> a (hip happened to arrive there, 
vhich look thxee of them on board, and carried them back 
o their native country. The fourth man was fetzed with 
he fcurvy, and being naturally indolent, and not uQng 
>roper exerctfe, he died, after Kngeiing for fome time, when 
lis companions buried him in the fnow. 



Speech of Canuleius, a Roman Tribune, 

TO THE Consuls, in behalf of the Plebeians. 

W HAT an infult upon us is this 1 If we are 
act fo rich as the patricians, are we not citiz.ens of Rome 
IS well as they ? inhabitants of the fame country ? mem- 
bers of the fame community I The nations bordering upon 
Rome, and even lit angers more remote, aie admitted not 
snly to marriages with u&, but to what is of much greater 
importance, the freedom of the city. 

2* Are we, becaufe we are commoners, to be worfe 
treated than Itrangers ? And, when we demar.d that the 
people m.iy be free to beftow their offices and dignities on 
whom they pleaie, do we a(k any thing unreafonable or 
new ?^ Do we claim mote than their original inherent right? 
What occaiion, then, for all thi£ uproar, as if the univerfe 
v^ere falling to tuin ? They were juft going to lay violent 
b^ndb upon me in the fenate houfe 

3. What ! muft this empire, then, be unavoidably over- 
turned ? Mud Rome of neceffity fink at once, if a plebeian, 
•worthy of the office, {hould be raited to the Cimfulfhip? 
The patricians, I am perfuaded, if they could, would de- 
prive you of the common light It certainly offends them 
that yoo breathe, that you fpeak, that you have the fhapes 
of men. 

4« Nay, but to make a comihoner a conful, would be^ 
fay they, a moft enormous thing Numa Pompilius, how- 
ever, without being fo much as a Roman citizen, was made 
king of Rome. The elder Farquin, by birth not even Ital* 
ian, was neverthelefs placed upon the throne. Servius Tol- 
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liusy tbe fon of a captive woman, (nobody knows wbo his 
father was) obtained the kingdom as the regard of his wif' 
dom and viitue. 

5. In thofe days, no man in whom virtue (hone coa* t; 
fpicuoQb was rejeded or delpifed on account of hts'race an^ ^ 
defcent And did the (late proffer the Lefs for that ? Were 
not thefe ftrangers the very be(t of all our kings ? And fup- 
pofing now, that a plebeian (liould have their talents and 
merit, maft not he be fuffered to govern us ? 

6. Butf ** we find that, upon the abolition of the regal 
power, no commoner was chofen to the confulate.'* And 
whac of that ? Before Numa's time there were no pontiffs 
in Rome. Before Servius TdlHus' days, there was no cen* ■ 
fus ; no divifion of the people into clafTes and centurfes. 
Who ever heard of conluls before the expulfion of Tarquin 
the proud ? Dilators, we all know, are of modern inven- 
tion ; and fo are the ofHces of tribunes, aedilies) quxftors. 

7. Within thefe ten years we have made decemvirs> and 
we have unmade ihem. Is nothing to be done but what 
has been done before ? That very law forbidding marringes 
of pairicians with plebeians, is not that a new thing ? Was 
there any fiich law beioie the decemvirs enadled it ? and a 
mo(t fhametul nne it is in a free ftate. Such marriages, it 
&ems, would taint the pure blood of the nobility. 

8. They talk to us of the confufion there will be in 
families, if this ftatute fhould be repealled. I wonder they 
do not make a law again il a commoner's living near a no- 
bleman> or going the fame road chat he is going, or being 
prefent at the fame fea(l, or appearing in the fame maikec- 
place They might as well pretend that thefe things make 
conlufirm in families, as that intermarriages will da it. 

9. Does not every one know, that the children will be 
rankwd according to the quality of their father, let him be a 
patrician or a "plebeian ? In (hort,it is manifeft enough that 
we have nothing in view but to be treated as men and citi- 
zens ; nor can they who oppofe our demand have any mo- 
live to do it but the love of domineering. 

10. Hear roe coniuls Whether the news of tlie war 

you talk of be true, or whether it be only a falfe rumor 

^read abroad for nothing but a color to fend the people 

^ac of tbe city,. I declarei a& Xiibuiie> that this people, who 
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,ve already fo often fpilt their blood In qar ebnatry's 
nfe, are again ready to arm for its deftbce andjta fidory, 
they may be reflored to their natural i^lt*> aod yoa Vill 
< longer treat us like ftrangers in our own cotimry; 
II. But) If you account ni unwouhy of your alliance 
intermarriages, if you will not fulTer the entrance to the 
ief offices in the flaie to be open to all perfons of merit 
differently) but will confine your choice of magifirates to 
e fenate alone; talk of wan as much as you pleaTe ; 
intr in your ordinary difc<mrfes, the league and power of-. 
r enemies, ten times more dreadful than you dp now j I ; 
clare, that this people whom you fo much deCpKe, and to - 
lom you are neverthclcfs indebted for all your viAoriei, 
tU never more enlill. themielvei ; not a man of them Ihall 
ke arms t not a mao of them fltall cxpofe his lite for im- 
rious lords, with whom he can neither Ihare the' digni- 
t of the Race, Aoi tn private life have any alliance by 
image. 



Description of the Falls of Niagara. 

x\MONG the many natural curLolitiet which . 
ii country affords, the catara^ of Niagara is infiniiiel^ 
e greateft- In order to have a tolerable idea of this du- 
ndous fall of water, it will be necelTary to conceive that 
Tt of the country in vbich Lake Erie is fituated, to be 
tvated above that which contains Lake Ontario, about 
rce hundred feet- * 

3. The dope which Separates the upper and lower coun. 
r ■■ generalljt very deep, and in many places almofi per- 
ndicnlar. It it fonned by horizontal ftrata.of (lone, y 
cat pat^of which is what we commonly call lime Rone. 
tie flope may be traced from the north fide of Lake On* 
rio, near the bay of Toronto, round the weft end t^ the ' ' 
ke i thence its direflion is generally eaft, between Lake 
ntario and Lake Erie ; it croflts the ftrait ot Niagara, 
id (he Chenefeco riTer j after which it become* loft in the , - JJ 
lUBtry towards the Seneca LskA ,„ \.'' "^ 
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3. It is to this flope that our coantry is indebted, both 
for the catarad of Niagara, and the great falls of the Chen- 
efeco. The catsurad of Niagara was formerly down at the 
northern fide of the dope, near to that place which is new 
known by the name of the Landing ; but from the great 
length of timet added to the great quantity of water, and 
diitance which it falls, the folid (lone is worn away, for 
about feven miles, up towards Lake Erie, and a chsdm is 
formed which no perfon can approach without horror. 

4. Down this chafm the water ruihes with a moft afton- 
ilhing velocity, after it makes the great pitch. In going up 
the road near this chafm, the fancy is conftantly engaged 
in the contemplation of the moft romantic and awful prof- 
peAs imaginable, un'i^ at length, the eye catches the falls ; 
the imagination is inftaplly airefted, and you admire in £• 
lence ! The river is abom one hundred and thirty- five poles 
wide, at the falls, and the perpendicular pitch one hundred 
and fifty feet. ' ^ 

5. The fall of this vaft body df water produces a founds 
which is frequently heard at the diftance of twenty miles, 
and a fenfible tremulous motion in the earth for fome poles 
round. A heavy fog, or cloud, is confiantly afcending 
from the falls, in which rainbows may be always feen, when 

^the fun fliines. 

6. This fog, or-.fpray, in the winter feafon, falls upon 
the neighboring trees, where it congeals, and produces a 
moH: beautiful cryftalline appearance. This remark is equal- 
ly applicable to the falls of the Chenefeco. 

7. The difiicuky which would attend levelling the rap- 
ids in the chafm," prtvented my attempting it ; but I con- 
jedure the water muft defcend at leaft fixty five feet. The 
perpendicular pitch at the cataract is one hundred and fif- 
ty feet : to thefe add fifty-eight feet, which the water falls 
in the lad half mile, immediately above the falls, and we 
have two hundred and feventy- three feet,, which the water 

. falls in a difiance of about feven miles and a half. 

8. If either ducks, or geefe, inadvertently ^ight in the 
rapids, above the great catarad^, they are incapable of get- 
ting on the wing again, and are infiandy hurried on to de- 
/iru6tton. There is one appearance at this catarad, wor- 

thy of ^cme attention, and wVvkVi 1 do not remember to 
have feen noted by any writer. 
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^^5. Juft below tlie «e»t pitch, the water and foam may 
^* feen pufied up inTpherical figures, nearly as large as 
Common coeks of hay i they burlt at the top, and projeft 
* column of fpray to a prodigious height ; they then lub- 
nde and are fucceeded by others, which burft in like man- 
ner. This appeatance U moll confp>cunii3 about half way 
petweea the illand that divides the fall*, and fia weft Hdjt, 
»f the (Irait, where the largeft cotumi^ of water disfceudi. 



BgNEVOLENT AlPFECTIONB. p/f"'. ^^■■■^• 

IjENEVOLENCE, from its nmiT^M™l»(e* 
the mind, warms the heart, eulivens the whole ^ptWi tnct 
brightens every feature of the cguDtenaace. V^^J juiUf 
be faid to be medicinal both to foul and bM)r< We are 
bound to it by duty ; we are invited to it by%tereft i and 
becaufe both thefe cords are otten feeble, we have natural 
kin<} afleftions to aid them in their operationi, and fuppl^ 
tbeir defefli ; and thefe affe^ions aie joined with u'manlf 
pleaTnre in their exertion. 

a. They are amiable even io brute animals. We lore 
the meeknefs of the lamb, the gentlenefi of the Ave, the 
affe^oa of a dog to his mafter. We caonot, without pleal^ 
vre, obferve the timid ewe, who nevei fhowed the lcii%^^... ., 
gree of courage in her own defence, become valiant andtt*^'^'^ 
trepid in defence of her lamb, and boldly afTault thofe ene* 'r'^'* 
miei, the very fight of whom was won! to put her to flight, i-' 

3. How pttafant ii it to fee the family economy of a 
pair of little birds, in rearing their tender ofispring j the 
conjugal affeflion and fidelity of the parents ; their cheerful 
toil and induftry in providing food- for their family 1 d^eir 
faffacity in concealing their habitation ; the ait> they uf(% 
often at the peril of their own lives,, to decoy hawks and 
other enemies from their dwelling place ; and the affliflun 
ihey feel when fome unlucky boy has robbed them of the : 
dear pledges of their affeAion, and fiuftiated all their hopei 

' 0f their nfing family 1 

4. If kind affeAion be amiable in brutes, it is not lefi 
b >Q ov twn Ipecies. Even the external figni of it have 
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a powerful charm. Every one knows that a perfon of a^-^ 
Gomplifhed good breeding, charms every one he convex fes 
With. And what is this good breeding ? If we analize iti 
we ihall find it to be made up of looks, geftures and fpeech- 
•s, which are the natural figas of benevolence and good 
affedion. 

5; He who has the habit of ufing theie figns with pro- 
priety, and without meannefs, is well bred and polite* 
What is that in the features of the face, which all men ad- 
mire ? I believe it confifts chiefly in the features which in- 
dicate good affedions. 

6. Every indication of meeknefs, gentlenefs, and benig- 
nity, is a beauty. On the contrary, every feature that in- 
dicates pride, paffion, envy^ and msdignity, is a deformity. 
Kind afPedlons, therefore, are amiable in brutes. Even 
the figns and fhadows of them are highly attractive in out 
own fpeciesi * 

7. Indeed, they are the joy and the comfort of human 
life, not to good men only, but even to the vicious and dif- 
folute. Without fociety, and the intercourfe of afiedionj. 
man is a gloomy, melancholy, and joylefs being. 

8. His mind opprefifed with cares and fears, he cannot 
enjoy the balm of found ileep. In conftant dread of im- 
pending danger, he (larts at the ruftlirg of a leaf. His ears 
are continually upon the ftretch, and every zephyr brings "^ 
fome found that alarms him. 

9. When he enters into fociety, and feels fecurity in the 
good affedion of friends and neighbors, it is then only that 
his fear vanifhes, and his mind is at eafe. His courage is 
raifed, his underflanding is enlightened, and his heart di- 
lates with joy. 

1 o. Human fociety may be compared to a heap of em- 
bers, which, when placed afunder, can retain neither their 
light nor heat, amidft the fnrrounding elements ; but when 
brought together, they mutually give heat and light to 
each other ; the flame breaks forth, and not only defends 
itfelf, but fubdues every thing around it. 
' • I. The fecurity, the happinefs* and the ftrength of hu- 
man fociety, fprings folely from the reciprocal benevotei|Ml' ' . 
affedions of its members. The benevolent aflFedlions, thoilg)^. .?. 

ihey be aii honorable and lonely, are not all equally ■ ^;^:; 

- ". .*- f 
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*^ere is a fubordmation among tbtm ; and the honor we pay 
^^ them generally correfponds to the extent of their objed* ,. 

12. The good hufband, the good father) ifte good "^ j^ 
<^ndy the good tieighbor, we honor as a goo4 ittan, wor- " 
thy of oor love and afedion. Sot the man in whom th^e 
more private a£Eeftions are fwallowed up in zeal for*the-^' 
good c3Kf his country, and of mankind, who goes abom doing 
good, and (eeks opportunities of being ufeml to his fpecies, 
we revere as more than a good man ; we efteem him as a 
hero* 



s^ 



Messiah, a 8acr£d Eclogue. 

X E nymphs of Solyma ! begin the fi>ng : . 
TV> heavenly themes fublimer ftrains belong. 
The mofly fountains and tb^ fylvan fhades, 
T*he dVeams of Pindas and th* Aonian maids 
DeKght no more. O ^hou my voice infpirey 
iNho couch'd Ifaiah's hallow'd lips with fire ! 

t. Rapt into future times; the bard begun ; 
A Virgin (hall conceive, a Virgin bear a Son ! .. 

From JefTe's root behold a branch arile, ' . - '• 

Whofe facred flower with fragrance fiUs^the (kies ; ^ "" 

The etherial Spirit o'er iu leaves (kail move. 
And on its top defcend the myftic Dove. 

3* Ye beav'ns, from high the dewy nedar pour. 
And in foft (ilence (hed the kindly (how'r. 
The (Ick and weak the healing plant (hall aid» 
From (lorms a (helter, and from heat a (hade ; 
An crimes (hail ceafe, and ancient fraud (hall fail. 
Returning juftice lift aloft her fcale, 
P^ace o'er the world her olive wand extend, 
And white rdb'd innocen<;e from heav'n defcend. 

4. Swift fly the years, and rife th' expe^ed morfti 
> Oh fpring to light» au(picious Babe, be born ! 

nature haftes her earlieft wreaths to brings -^ ■ 

all the incenfe of the breathing fpring ^ 
Tty Lebanon his head advance, ^ 

^ jioddmg fore(b on the moontaii^s dfmei 
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See fpicy clouds from \ow\j Shartin life, 
R' . And Carmel's Sow'iy top peifume the Ikies ! 
5^ 5. Hark! a glad voice ibe lonelj derert cheers } 

-f Prepare tbe way I- a God, a Gfd appears ! 
£i, A Gnd, a God t the vocal hills rCply, 
»Z "ThI rocks proclaim th'apprpachiug Deitf.' 
*' 6. Lo, earth receives him from the bending (kies! 

Sink downi ye mountains, and, je valleys, rife I 
:.-- Wiih heads declin'drye cedars, homage pay 1 
Be Imooth, ye rocks;, ye lapid floods, give way ! 
The Savio^f comes ! by ancitnt bards foretold 1 
^ Heat him, ye deaf! 'aad, all ye blind, behold ! 

Jj^. He from thick films Qiall pWge the vtfual T«f,' 
iil{p«n the (ightlefs eye^ball ptup^ibe day : 
''n^oblirDfled padis of foond &al) clear, 

Bd tiew mafic chaini th' onfislding ear ; ' 
^iimb fhall fmg, the lame his crutch forego, 
And leip ciul ing like ihe bounding roe. 
■^ «. No Ci'^h, no murmur, the wide world (hall heat 

Fn m ev'ry iace he wipes (.iFev'ry tear. 
In adAFHiintine chains ihiU de^ih he bound. 
And hell's grtni tyrant feel th' eternal wound. 

y. As tlie good fliefherd lends his fleecy caiey . 
Seeks fielkeft panine and the pureli air, 
Explores the loft, the wand'ring fiii-ep direfls, 
:Uy day o'erfees tbi'm, and by night proteflsj 
The tender bmbj he raifes in his .^r^□s, 
Feeds Tiom his hand, »nd in his bofom warms ; 
Thus fliall mankind his guardian care engage, 
The promis'd father of the future age. 

IS, No more fhall nation ^giiinlt nation rili% 
Nor ardent warriors meet with hateful eyes, . 
Noi fields wilh gleaming ftpel be cover'd o'er> ; 
The brazen trumpets kindle rage no more ; 
But ufelefi tances into fcjthes 1^11 bend. 
And the. broad falchion in a ploughfhare end. 
11. Then palaces (hall rife; the joyful foa 
Shall finifh what his fhorl I'lv'd fire begun j 
Their vines a Ibadow to their race thm yield, 
And the fame hand that foiv'd^all reap the field. 
li. The Apaio In barren de&tu with fiirgiize 
Sea lilies fpring, and Caddcn v«idlK« rfe \ 
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^^xtd ftart, atnidft the thirfty wildt, to bear 

^^«w falls of water maimuring in his ear. < 

ij. On rifted rocks, the dragon's late abcdeili *f 

'^KT'he green reed trembles and the faulruih nods ; -' 

^^^■afte, fandy Tallejs, once perplei'd with thorn, 
"^^T'he fpiry fir and Qtapely boi adorn ; 
"^T*© leaflefs (hrubi the flow'ring palm fucceed) 
-^Vnd od'rons myrtle to the noifome weed. 

1 4, The lambs wi[h wolves fli all graze th^ rerdant mead, 
-^^nd boys in flow'ry bands the tyger lead j 
'_l.'he (leer and lion at one crib Qtall meet, 
-^^nd hartulefa ferpents licit the pilgrim's feet -, 
"'ZFhe fmiling infant in his hand IbaS take ^^ 

"^he crefted bafililk and fpeckled Ihake. ■^*'S'^ 

^leas'd, the green luSre of their fcales furvey, ^^^I'f- 
•^vd with their forky tonzues Ihall innocently pl«|!^ "^'l^^ 
1;. Rife, crown'd wit& light, imperial Salem, Afl^lrW.- 
Xxalt thy tow'ry head, and lift thy eyes ! '-^ia*'\ . 

See a long race thy fpacious courto adorn ; \ 

See future fons and daughters, yet nabomt ' 

la crowding ranks on et'rj fide aril'e, 
' Demanding life, impatiegt for the ikies ! 
See barb'rons nations at thy gates attend, 
Walk in thy light, and in ihy CEinple bend- 
id. See thy bright altars ihrong'd with proftraie kings, 
And heap'd with produds of Sahxan fprings ! 
. For thee Idume's fpicy foreAs blow, 
J'.;i^nd feeds of gold in Ophir's mountains glow. 
p%SK heav'n its fpreading pinaU «ide dirpiay, 
'; ]And break upon thee in a flood of day. 

17. No more ihe riling fun fh:>U gild the mon, 
- Nor er'ning Cynthia fill her Clver horn ; 
But loft, dilTolT'd in thy fuperior raysj 
One tide of glory, one unclouded blaze 
O'erflow thy couru : the Light hiinfelf fhall fhbe 
Rereal'd, and Gnd's eiemat day be thine t 

i8. The leas (hall wade, the Ikies in fmoke decay, 
Rocks fall to dull, and mountains melt away ) 
Bitt fii'd his word, his faving pow'r remaioi : f 

■ Thf realm forerer UBti, thy own MeSiab reigns ! 
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atHRATIVE OF THB CAPTIVITY OF MrS. JeMI- 

\^^A ilOWfi, TAKKN BY THE InOIANS AT HlMSDAXB| NeV- 

-^'' HAMrsuiRfiy July 17, 1755. 

.As Meffrs. Caleb Hbwi, Hflkiah Groiitr 

and Benjamin Craffield, who had been hoeing corn in the 

meadow^ weft of the river^ Were returning honde a little be« 

fore fiinfet, to a- place called Bridgman's Fort, they were 

fired upon by twelve IhdtaQ^ who had ambufh^ their path* 

^ i. Howe was on hctfebai^ky with two young lads, his 

cbildren» behind him ^ A ball» which broke his thigh, 

brought him to the ground. His horie ran afew rods and 

f^ itke^ife, and botli the lad& Were taken. The Indians 

f M; their favage manner, coming up to Howe, pierced hb 

^y l^y with a fpear, tore off his (calp, ftuck a hatchet in hts 

"* head, and left him in this for lonv- condition. 

3. ' He was found alive the morning after> by a party 
pf men from Fort : Btnfdale ; and being afketd by one of 
the party whether he knew him, he anfwered, Yes^ I kttow 
yoti all Theft ^W«re Im la(t words, though he did not ex- 

?ireunul after his ifnebds had arrived with him at Fqrt 
linfdale. Grbo^ was & fortunate as^to efc»pe unhurt 

4. But Gaffieid, in attempting to wade through the 
river^ ai a certain place which was indeed fcrdable at that 
time, was unfortunately dr owned. FluCbed with the fueceft 

.\ they had m^t here, the iavages went dire^ly to Bridge* 
mnin^s Fort ' There was no man in it, and only three wo- 
men and Ibme children, Mr^ Jemima Howe, Mrs Submit 
Grout, and Mrs: Eunice Gaffieid. 
«-. 5. Their hufbands I need not mention again, and the!r 

fedings at this jundure I will not attempt. to defbribe« 
They had hear^ the enemies' guns, but knew not what had 
/.i;. fcappened to their friends. 

v^ 6^ Extremely anxiotls for their fafety, they ftood longs- 

ki^ to embrace diem, until at length, concluding from the- 

nolle Qiey heard without that fome t>f them were comey 

.unbaired the gate in a hurry to receive them ; when 

,W their inexpi'-mble difappointment and furprife, in- 

0ftbtir bttAa&dsi in xik&Mdi ^ vM&b«x «C hideovs la- 
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dians, to whom they and their tender offspring became wh:^ 
eadj prey ; and irom whom they had nothing toexpe^ ' 
either an immediate death, or a. long and dolefial captiii^,,^. 

7. The latter of thefe^ by the favor of Proyidencey tntflk* "^^ 
ed out to be the lot of thefe unhappy women^ and tReir ftill 4 
more unhappy, becaufe morehelplefs children. . Mrs. Oaf-* ^ 
field had but one, Mrs. Grout had three, and Mrs. Howe 
feven. The eldeft of Mrs. Howe's was ekten years old» 
and the youngeft but fix months 

8. The two eldeft were daughters, which ihe had by 
her firft hufband, Mr^ William Phipps, who was alfo flaiti 
by the Indians, of which I doubt ^not but you have feen an 
account in Mr. Doolittle's hiftory. It was from the mouth 
of this woman that i lately received the foregoing accoi^nt* 
She alfo gave me, I doubt not, a true, though, to be Gix^^ 
a very brief and imperftrd hiftory of her captivity, w)^q&S^ 
here infert for your perufal. , 

9. The Indians, ((he fays) having plundered and put fire 
to the fort, we marched, as near as I could judge, a mile 
and a half into the woods, where we encamped £at night. . 

10. When the morning came, and we ^had advanced as 
much farther, fix Indians were fent b»^ to the place of ^ 
our late abode, who bolleded a little t^^plmideT, and 
deftroyed fome other efiedls that bad hefid leu behind $ but- 
they did not return until the day was fo far fpent, that it 
was judged beft to continue where we were tjbrough thei 
night. ■ ,\ 

1 1 Early the next morning we fet off for Can|da>^nd 
continued our march eight days fuccefSvely, until we had. 
reached the place where the Indians had left .their canoe's^ 

4ibout fifteen miles from Crown Point. This was^ajbcg 
and tedious marob ; but the captives, by divine affiftance« 
w6re enabled to endure it ^ith lefs trouble and difficulty 
than they had reafon to expeA 

12 From fuch lavage maders^ in fuch indigent circutn« 
fiances, we could not rationally hope for kinder treatinent 
than we received. Some of us it is ttue, had a harder lot 
than others ; and among the children, I thought my fox^ 
Squire had the hardeil of any. 

13. He was then only four years old, and wheijj^^^ 
' ftopped to reft our weary limbsi and he fa( down on 
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mailer's pack, the (avage monfter would often knock him 
off; and fomettnies too with the handle of his hatcheu 
Several ugly marks, indented in his head by the cruel In- 
dians* at that tender age* are ftill plainly to be feen. 

14. At length we arrived at Crown Point, and took up 
•nr quarters there, for the fpace of near a week In die 
mean time, fome of the ' Indian^* went to Montreal, and 
took feveral of the weary captives along with them, with a 
▼lew of felling them to the French. They did not fucceed 
however, in finding a market fox any of them. 

15. They gave my youngeft daughter to the governor, 
de Vaudrenilf had a drunken frolic, and returned again to 
Crown Point, with the reft of their prifoners. From hence 
we iet off for St. John's, in four or five canoes, juft as night 
was coming on, and were foon furrounded with darknefs* 

16 A heavy (lorm hung over us. The found of the 
rolling thunder was very terrible upon the wateri, which at 
every flafh of expanfive lightning feemed to be all in a 
blaze. Yet to thit we. were indebTvd for all the light we 
enjoyed. No obje^ could we difcem any longer than the 
fialhes laded. 

17. In this poflure we failed in our open tottering ca^ 
noes, almoft the whole of that dreary night. . The morn- 
ing indeed had not yet begun to dawn, when we all went 
afnore ; and having colleAed a heap of fand and gravel for 
a pillow, I laid mytelf down, yith my tender infant by v^j 
fide not knowing where any of my other children were or 
what a miferable condition they might be in. 

1 8. The next day, however, under the wing of that 
ever prefent and all powerful Providence, which had pre- 
ferved us through the darknefs and imminent dangers of 
the preceding night, we all arrived in f^fety at St. John's. 

19 Our next movement was to St. Francois, the me- 
tropolis, if I may ^o call it, to which the Indians, who led 
us captive, belonged. Soon after our arrival at that 
wretched capital, a council, confiding of the chief Sachem^ 
. and fome principal warriors of the St. Francois tribe, wa? 
convened ; and after the ceremonies ufual on fuch occafions 
were over, I w.)<: c 'ndufted and delivered to an old fquaw, 
whom the Indians told i^e I mud call my mother* 
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to. My infant (Ull edo&nad to be Ae-jmpeTty tt-ju 
original Jndian oviaen. I'vut PCTCrthelefe '^qim ittefl to 
keep it wiih me 3 while longer, forthe Ckkeof 6iviiig them 
the trouble of looking after it- When the we,;iher begaa 
to grnw cold, Ihnddering at the' profpe<5t of ap^iroachina 
. winter) I acquainted my new niother, chat 1 did not thioL 
it would be puflible for me to endnre it, if I muft Ipend t^t -:•* 
with her, and lare as the Indians did. , ^^ 

2 > . Liftf ning ta my repeated and earned follcitationi 
diat 1 niight be difpofed t^ among fome of tKe French in- 
babitantt of Canada, fhe at lengthlet off with me and my 
infant, attended by fome m^e Indians, upon a jonrney tQ 
Montreal, in hopes of finding s market' for roe tbere. Btt 
tbe attempt proved nnfuccelufal, and the joamey cedioii) 
indeed. ii; ^ 

ai. Oar provtfion wat fo fcaniy as well as inCpid' and 
onfiiTtHyi the weather was fo cold, and ihe.liavelliag fb 
very bad, that it often feemed as if I mull have peiiftied ob 
ibt way. 

33. While we wete at Montreal, we went into the., 
houle of a certdn Fiencb gentleman, whofe lady being &&t 
fiiT, and coming into the room where 1 was, to ezatnina, 
me, feeing I had an infaiU, exclaimed wi[& an oath, ■■ 1 1^''^ 
nM buy a woman who has a child to look after." ~'--^V-i''!i 

24. There was a Twill pait Handing near roe, in whiA .'*< 
I obferved fome crufts and crumbs of bread fwimroing on 
■ tbe furface of the greafy liquor it contained. Sorely pinch- 
I cd with hunger, I Ikimmed them off with my hands, and 
ate thetn { and this was all the refrelhment which the hoofe 
afforded me. 

35. Somewhere in the oonrfe of this vilit to Montreal* 
my Indian mother was fo unfortunate as to catch the Iinall> 
pox, of which di (temper {be died, foon after onrreturOi. ' 
which WAS, by water, to St Francois. And now came oa 
diefeilbn when the Indians began to prepare for a iriOf. , 
ter'shunt. ' '^ 

a6. I was ordered to return my poor child to dtoA^o^T^ 
tbemwhoftill claimed it as their property Dits.wu it -^^ 
fevere trial. The bube clung to my bufom with all iti 
' might i but I was obliged to pluck it thence, and deUvcr 
it* ibrickinf and rcreamiag enon^H to {«ai«xu« «.\i!eux.«K. 
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ftonef Into the hands of thofe unfeeling wretches, whofe ten- 
der mercies may be tenned cmdL 

27. It was foon carried off by a hunting party of thofe 
Indians, to a place called Mefiiikow, at the lower end of 
Lake Champlain, whither, in about a month after, it was 
my fortune to follow them. And here I found it, it is 
true, but in a condition that afforded me no great fatisfac« 
tion ; it being greatly emaciated and almoft ftanred. 

28. I took it* in my arms, put its face to mine, and it 
infiantly bit me with fuch violence^ that it feemed as if I 
muil have parted. with a piece of my cheek. I was per- 
mitied to lodge with it that, and the two following nights ; 
but every morning that intervened, the Indians, I fuppofe 
on purpofe to torment me, fent me away to another wig- 
wam, which flood at a little diftance, though not fo far 
from the one in which my diftreffed infant was confined, 
but that 1 could plainly hear its inceiFant crie|^' inid heart- 
rending lamentations. ^ '' 

29. In this deplorable condition, I was obliged to take 
jny leave of it, on the morning of the third day after my 
arrival at the place. We moved down the lake feveral 
miles the fame day ; and the night following was remark- 
able on account of the great earthqvahe which terribly (hook 
that howling wildetnefs. 

30 Among the iflands hereabouts, we fpent the winter 
feafon, often fhiftirg our quarters, and roving about from 
one place to another ; our family confiding of three per- 
ibns only, befide myfelf, viz my late mother's daughter, 
whom therefore I called my filler, her fanhop, and a pap- 
poofe. 

31. They once left me alone two difmal nights ; and 
when they returned to me again, perdeiving them fmile at 
each other, I afked what is the matter ? They replied, that 
two of my children were no more. One of which, they 
faid, died a natural death, and the other was knocked on 
the head. 

32* I did not utter many words, but my heart was fore- 

ly pained within me, and my mind exceedingly troubled 

with (Irange and awful ideas. I often imagined, for in- 

Rance, rhat I plainly faw the rsked carcafTes of my deceat 

ed children hanging upon vhe V\m\>% oC the treesf as the Ia« 
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dians are wont to bang the raw hides of thofe beafts which 
they take in hunting. 

33. It W48 not long, however^ before it was fo ordered 
by kind Providence^ that I fhould be relieved in a good 
meafure from thofe horrid invaginations ; for as I was walk- 
ing one day upon the ice, obferving a fmoke at fome dif- 
tance upon the land, it muft proceed, thought I, from the 
fire of fome Indian hut ; and who knows but fome one of 
my poor children may be there. 

34. My curiofity, thus excited, led me to the place, and 
there I found my fon Caleb, a little boy between two and 
three years old, whom I had lately buried, in fentiment at 
leaft ; or rather imagined to have been deprived of life, 
and perhaps alfo denied a decent grave. 

35 I found him like wife in tolerable heaUh and cir- 
cumllances, under the prote^ion of a fond Indian mother; 
and moreover had the happinefs of lodging with him in my 
arms one joyful night. Again we fhlfted our quarters, .and 
when we had travelled eight or ten miles upon the fimw 
and ice, came to a place where the Indians manufactured 
fugar which chey extracted from maple trees. 

36. Here an Indian came to vlfit us, whom I kr.ew, and 
who could fpcak F-nglifli. He afked me why I did not go 
to lee my fon Squire. I replied that I had lately been in- 
formed that he was dead. He a^ured me that he ^as yet 
sdive, and but two or three miles off, on the oppoQle lide 
of the Lake. 

37. At my requeft, he gaye me the bed direClions he 
could to the place of hib abode. I refolved to embrace the 
firft opportunity that offered of endeavoring to fearch it out. 
While I was bufy in contemplating this affair, the Indians 
obtained a little bread, of which they gave me a tmall (hare, 

38. I did not tade a morfel of it myfelf, but faved it 
ill for my poor child, if I (hould be fo lucky as to find 
him. At length, having obtained of my keepers leave to 
be abfent for one day, I fet off early in the morning, and 
fteering, as well as I could, according to the diredlioos 
which the friendly Indian had given me, I quickly found 
the place, which he had fo accurately marked out. 

39. 1 beheld, as I drew nigh, my little fon without the 
camp i but he looked, thought l|Uke a &«c>i^^^xAxtv'«3^^ 

Q 
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pappy, that had been wallowing in the afhes. I took htm 
in my arms, and he fpoke to ine thefe words^ in the Indian 
tongue s " Mother, are you come ?" 

40. I took. him into the wigwam with me, and obfenr* 
ing a number of Indian children in it, I diftributed all the 
bread which I had refer ved for my own child, among them 
all ; otherwife I flionld have given great offence. 

41. My little boy appeared to be very fond of his new 
mother, kept as-near me as poflible while 1 ftayed; and 
when I told him I muft go, he fell as though he had been 
knocked down with a club. 

42. But having recommended him to tlie care of Him 
\iho made him, wnen the day was far fpent, and the time 
would permit me to flay no longer, I departed, you may 
well fuppofe, with a heavy load at my heart. The tidings 
I had received of the death of my youngeft child had, a 
little befoie, been confirmed to me beyond a doubt ; l>ut 1 
could not mourn fo heartily for the deceafed> as for the 
living^ child. 

43. When the winter broke up» we removed to St. 
John's ; and through the enfuing fummer, our principal re- 
fidence was at no gieat diflance from the fort at th'^t place. 
In the mean time, however, my fifter's hufband having been 
out with a fcouting party to fome of the Englifii fettle- 
inents, had a drunken frolic at the fort, when he returned. 

44. His wife, who never got drunk, but had often ex- 
perienced the ill efTedls of her hufband's ihtemperence, fear- 
ing what the confequence might prove, if he*ihould come 
home in a morofe and tuibuknt humor, to avoid his info- 
lence, propofed that we fhould both retire, and keep out of 
the reach of it, until the ilorm abated. 

45. We abfconded accordingly ; but fo it happenedi 
that I returned, and ventured into his prefence, before his 
wife had prefumed to come nigh him. I found him in his 
wigwam, and in a furly mood ; ar.d not being able to re- 
venge upon his wife, becaufe fhe was not at heme, he laid 
liold of me, and hurried me to the fort ; and, for a trlfiing 
confideratioQ, fold me to a French gentleman, whole name 
was Saccapee. 

^6. It is an ill wind certainly that blows nobody any 
gcod. I hid been with llae lj\4\?iXi^^ ^«^r lacking fourteen 
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days ; and, if not for my fider, yet for me, it was a lucky 
circumdance indeed, which thus at laft* in an unexpe^d 
moment, fnatched me out of their cruel hands, and placed 
me beyond the reach of their infolent power. 

47. After my Indian mader had difpofed of me in the 
mranner related above, and the moment of fober reflexion 
had arrived, perceiving that the man who bought me had 
taken the advantage of him in an unguarded hour, his re- 
fentment began to kindle, and his indignation rofe fo high, 
that he threatened to kill me if he fhould meet me alone : 
or if he could, not revenge himfelf thus, that he would fet 
fire to the fort. 

48. I was therefore fecreted in an upper chamber, and 
the fort carefully guarded, until his wrath had time to cool. 
My fervice in the family to which I was advanced, was per- 
feS: freedom, in comparifon with what it had been among 
the barbarous Indians. 

49 My new mader and midrefs were both as kind and 
generous towards me as I could reafonably expe^. I fel- 
dom afked a favor of either of them, but it was readily 
granted. In confequence of which 1 had it in my power, 
in many indances, to adminider aid and refrediment to the 
poor prifoners of my own nation, who were brought into 
St. John's during my abode in the family of the abovemen- 
tioned benevolent and hofpitable Saccapee. 

50. Yet even in this family, fuch trials awaited me as 
1 had little reafon to expedl ; but dood in need of a large 
dock of prudence, to enable me to encounter them. In 
this I was gre;itly aflifted by the governor, and Col. Schuy- 
ler, who was then a prifoner. 

51. I was moreover under unfpedkable obligations to 
the governor on another account. I had received intelli- 
gence from my daughter Mary, the purport of which was, 
that there was a profpedl of her being fhortly married to a 
young Indian of the tribe of St. Francois, with which tribe 
ihe had continued from the beginning of her captivity. 
Thefe were heavy tidings, and added greatly to the poig* 
nancy of my oilier afllidions. 

52. However, not long after I had heard thls^nelan- 
choly news, an opportunity prefented of acquainting that 
humane and gonercus gectleman, the commander in chiefi 
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pappy» that had been wallowing in the afhes. I took him 
in my armS} and he fpoke to me thefe words^ in the Indian 
tongue ; " Mother, are you come V 

40. I took. him into the wigwam with me, and obfenr* 
ing a number of Indian children in it, I diftributed all the 
bread which I had referved for my own child, among them 
all s otherwife I (hould have given great offence. 

41. My little boy appeared to be very fond of his new 
mother, kept as^near me as poflible while 1 ftayed ; and 
when I told him I muft go, he fell as though he had been 
knocked down with a club. 

42. But having recommended him to the care of Him 
\iho made him, when the day was far fpent, and the time 
would permit me to ftay no longer, I departed, you may 
well fuppofe, with a heavy load at my heart. The tidings 
I had received of the death of my youngeft child had, a 
little befoie, been confirmed to me beyond a doubt ; ^ut I 
could not mourn fo hear-tily for the deceafed, as ifor the 
living' child. 

43. When the winter broke up, we removed to St. 
John's ; and through the enfuing fummer, cur principal re- 
sidence was at no gieat diftance from the fort atth'^t place. 
In the mean time, however, my fiftcr's hufband having been 
out with a fcouting party to fome of the Englifh fettle- 
ments, had a drunken frolic at the fort, when he returned. 

44. His wife, who never got drunk, but had often ex* 
pericnced the ill cfTeAs of her hufband's ihtemperence, fear- 
ing what the confequence might prove, if heHhould come 
home in a morofe and tuibulcnt humor, to avoid his info- 
lence, propofed that we fliould both letire, and keep out of 
the leach of it, until the florm abated. 

45. We abfconded accordingly ; but fo it happened, 
that I returned, and ventured into his prcfezice, before his 
wife had prefumed to come nigh him. I found him in his 
wigwam, and in a furly mood ; ar.d not being able to re- 
venge upon his wife, becaufe ihe was not at heme, he laid 
liold of me, and hurned me to the fort ; and, for a trifling 
conilderation, fold me to a French gentleman, whole name 
was Saccapee. 

46* h is an ill wind certainly that blows nobody any 
£^cod. I hid been with tVie ljv4\^kXi^^ ^^w lacking lourtee» 
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days ; and, if not for my fider, yet for me, it was a lucky 
circumdance indeed, which thus at laft, in an unexped^ 
moment, fnatched me oat of their cruel hands, and placed 
me beyond the reach of their infolent power. 

47. After my Indian mader had difpofed of me in the 
rotmner related above, and th^ moment of fober reHedlion 
had arrived, perceiving that the man who bought me had 
taken the advantage of him in an unguarded hour, his re- 
sentment began to kindle, and his indignation rofe fo high, 
that he threatened to kill me if he ihould meet me alone : 
or if he could, not revenge himfelf thus, that he would fet 
fire to the fort. 

48. I was therefore fecreted in an upper chamber, and 
the fort carefully guarded, until his wrath had time to cooL 
My fervice in the family to which I was advanced, was per* 
fe^ freedom, in comparifon with what it had been among 
the barbarous Indians. 

49 My new mailer and mlftrefs were both as kind and 
generous towards me as I could reafonably expeA. I fel- 
dom afked a favor of either of them, but it was readily 
granted. In confequence of which I had it in my power, 
in many indances, to adminifler aid and refreihment to the 
poor prifoners of my own nation, who were brought into 
St. John's during my abode in the family of the abovemen- 
tioned benevolent and hofpitable Saccapee. 

50. Yet even in this family, fuch trials awaited me as 
I had little reafon to expedl: ; but ftood in need of a large 
ilock of prudence, to enable me to encounter them. In 
this I was greatly affifted by the governor, and Col. Schuy- 
ler, who was then a prifoner. 

51. I was moreover under unfpeakable obligations to 
the governor on another account. I had received intelli- 
gence from my daughter Mary, the purport of which was, 
that there was a profped of her being (hortly married to a 
young Indian of the tribe of St. Francois, with which tribe 
(he had continued from the beginning of her captivity. 
Thefe were heavy tidings, and added greatly to the poig- 
nancy of my other afHidions. 

^2. However, not long after I had heard this^nelan- 
choly news, an opportunity prefented of acquainting that 
humane and generous gentleman, the commander in chlefi 
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and my illuftrious benefador, with this. affair alfo, who^ia 
compadion for my fuffierings, and to mitigate my forrows« 
iflbed his otders in good time, and had my daughter taken 
away from the Indians, and conveyed to the fame nunnery 
where her fifter was then lodged, with his ezprefs injunc- 
tion, that they ihould both of them together be well looked 
after> and carefully educated, as his adopted children. 

53. In this ichool of fuperflition and bigotry, they 
continued while the war iii thofe days between France and 
Great Britain laded. At the conclufion of which war, the 
governor went home to France, took my oldeft daughter 
along with htm, and married her there to a French gentle^ 
man, whofe name is Crbn Lewis. 

5 4. He was at Bofton with the fleet under Count de 
Eilaing, ( 177B) and one of his clerks. My other daugh- 
ter ftili continuing in the nunnery, a confiderable time had 
elapfed after my return from captivity, when 1 made a 
journey to Canada, refolving to ufe my bed endeavors aot 
to return without her. 

§§. 1 arrived juft in time to prevent her being (ent t# 
France. She was to have gone in the next vefTel that fail- 
rd for that place And I fourd it extremely difficult to 
prevail with her to quit the nunnery and go home with me. 

56. Yea, (he abfolutely refufed ; and all the perfuafions 
and arguments I could ufe with her were to no effeA, tm- 
til after I had been to the governor, and obtained a letter 
from him to the fuperintendant of the nuns, in which he 
threatened, if my daughter fliould not be delivered imme- 
diately into' my hands, or could not be prevailed with to 
fubmit to my parental authority, that he would fend a band 
of foldiers to affift me in bringing her away. 

5 7. But fo extremely bigoted was (he to the cudoms 
and religion of the place, that after all, fhe left it with the 
greateft relu£lance, and the moft bitter lamentations, which 
ike continued as we pafTed the (Ireets, and wholly refufed 
to be comforted. My good friend. Major Small, whom 
we met with on the way, tried all he could to confole her; 
and was fb very kind and obliging as to bear us company^ 
and carry my daughter behind him on horfeback. 

58. But I have run on a little before my ftory ; for I 
Aare not yet informed yon of the means- and manner of my 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 1 85 

own redemption ; to the accomplifhing of which, the recov- 
ery of my daughter juft mentioi^edy and the ranfoming of 
fome of my other children, feveral gentlemen of note con- 
tributed not a little 5 to whofe goodnefs, therefore I am 
greatly indebted, and (incexely hope I iliall never be fo un- 
grateful as to forget it. 

59. Col. Schuyler, in particular, was fo very kind and 
generous as to advance 2700 livres to procure a ranfom for 
mylelf and three of my children. He accompanied and 
conduced us from Montreal to Albany, and entertained 
as in the mnft friendly and hofpicable manner a confider- 
able time at,his own houfe^ and I believe entirely at his 
own expenfe. 



Extract from thr Speech of Mr. Pitt 
IK THE British Parliament, January 
. 20, 1775. 

My Lords^ 

1 RISE with aftonifhment to fee thefe papers 
bronght to your table at fo late a period of this bufinefs ; 
papers, to tell us what ? Why, what all the world knew 
before; that the Americans, irritated by repeated injuries, 
and ftripped of their inborn rights and deareft privileges, 
have refiOed, and entered into aflbciations for the preferva- 
tion of their common liberties. 

^, Had the early (ituation of the people of Bofton been 
attended to, things would not have come to this. But the 
infant complaints of Boflon were literally treated like the 
capricious y^a//ro/*^i chiUy who, it was faid, did not know 
whether it was aggrieved or not. 

3. But full well I knew, at that time, that this chlldf if 
xft>t redreffed, would foon afiume the courage and voice of 
a man- Full well I knew that the fons of anceftors, bora 
under the fame free conftitution, and once breathing the 
fame liberal air as Englifiimen, would refift upon the fame 
principles, and on the fame occafions. 

4* What has government done ? They have ient am 
tfmed for^e^ confifting of fcYenteen thovi&AA w«m V% ^ft^.« 
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goon the Boftonians into what is called their duty ; and» 
fo far from once turninp; their eyes to the policy and de- 
ftruAive confequence of this fcheme, are conftantly fending 
out more troops. And we are told, in the language of 
menace, that, if feventeen thoufand men won't do» fifty 
thoufand ihall. 

5. It is true, my lords, with this force they may ravage 
the country ; wafte and deftroy as they march ; but, in the m 
progrefs of fifteen hundred miles, can they occupy the places . 
they have pafied ? Will not a country, which can produce 
three millions of people,, wronged and infulted as they 
are, flart up like hydras in every corner, and gather freih 
ftrength from frefh oppofition ? 

6. Nay, what dependence can you have upon the fol- 
diery, the unhappy engines of your wrath ? They are En- 
glifiimen, who muft feel for the privileges of Engliflimen. 
Do ycu think that thefe men can turn their arms againft 
their brethren ? Surely no. A victory muft be to them a 
defeat ; and carnage, a facrifice. 

7. But it is not meiely three millions of people^ the 
produce of America, we h:ive to contend with in this un- 
natural druggie; many more are on their fide, difpcrfed 
over . the face of this wide empire. Every whigf in this 
country and in Ireland is with them 

8. Who, then, let me demand* has given* and contimxet 
to give this ftrange and unconftitutional advice ? I do not 
mean to level at one man, or any particulai^ fet of men $ 
but thus much I will venture to declare, that, if his Majefty 
continues to hear fuch counfellors, he will not oildy be bad- 
ly advifed, but undone, 

9. He may continue indeed to wear his crown ; but it 
will not be worth his wearing. Robbed of fo principal a 
jewel as America, it will lofe its luftre, and no longer 
beam that effulgence which fliould irradiate the brow of 
majefty. 

10. In this alarming crifis, I come with this paper tn 
my hand to offer you the heft of my experience and advice ; < 
which is, that a humble petition be prefented to his Ma* I 
jefty, befeeching him, that, in order to open the way to- 
wards a, happy fettlement of the dangerous tronbles in 

Americstj it may gracioufiy p\«tfe VL\ici>>!bax^awedi9 ^ 
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ders be given to general Gage for removing his Majeftjr's 
forces from the town of Bofton. 

1 1. And thisy my lords, upon the mod mature and de* 
liberate grounds, is the beft advice I can give you, at this 
juncture. Such conduct will convince Americ^} that >ou 
mean to try her caufe in the fpirit of freedom and inquiry f 
and not in letters of blood. 

12. There is no time to be loft. Every hour is big 
vith danfi^er. Perhaps, while I am now fpeaking the de- 
cisive blow is ftruck, which may involve millions in the 
conrequence. And, believe me, the very fir ft drop of blood 
iK^hich is (hed, will caufe a wound which may never be 
healed. 



The Lion. 

X HIS animal is produced in Africa, and the 
hotteft parts of Ada It is found in the greateft numbers 
in the fcorched and defolate regions of the torrid zone, and 
in all the interior parts of the vaft continent of Africa. 

2. In thefe defert regions, from whence mankind are 
driven by the rigorous heat of the climate, this animal reigns 
ible mifter. Its dirpofition feems to partake of the ardor 
of its native foil. Enflamed by the influence of a burning 
fun, its rage is moft tremendous, and its courage undaunted* 

3. Happily, indeed, the fpecies is not numerous, and is 
faid to be greatly diminifhed ; for, if we m^y credit the tef- 
tlmony of thofe who have traverfed thofe vaft deferts, the 
number of lions is not nearly fo great as formerly. 

4. From numberlefs accounts, we are aflured, that, pow* 
erful and terrible as this annimal is, its' anger is noble, its 
courage magnanimous, and its temper fufceptible of grate- 
ful impreftions. It has often beenfeen to defpife we^ and 
contemptible enemies, and even to pardon their infolts when 
it was in its power to punifh them. 

$. It has been known to fpare the life of an animal 
that was thrown to be devoured by it ; to live in habiti of 
perfed cordiality with it ; to fhare its fubfiftence, and evea 
to give it a preference where its pottioii o€ food^ms^foisBct^ 



i8S THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 

6. The form of the lion is.ftrikingly bold and majedic. 
His large and ftiaggy mane, which he can ere6l at pleafure, 
furrounding his awlul front ; his hnge eyebrows ; his round 
and fiery eyeballs, which upon the leaft irttation feem to 
glow with peculiar luftre ; together wich the formidable 
appearance of his teeth, exhrbi? a picture of terrific gran- 
deur which no words can defcribe. 

7. The length of the largcft Ikm h between eight and 
nine feet ; the tail about four ; and its height about four 
feet and a half The female is about one fourth part lefs, 
and without a mane. 

8. As the lion advances in years its mane grows long- 
er and thicker. The hair on the reft of the body is fliort 
and fmooth, of a tawny colour, but whitifh on the belly. 
Its roaring is loud and dreadful. When heard in the night 
it refembles diitant thunder. Its, cry of anger is much 
louder and fliorter. 

9. The lion feldom attacks any animal openly, except 
when impelled by extreme hunger ; in that cafe no danger 
deters him. But, as moft animals endeavour to avoid him- 
he is obliged to have recourfe to artifice, and takes hU prey 
by furprile. 

I o. For this pnrpofe he crouches on his belly in feme 
thicket, where he waits till his prey approaches ; and thexk 
with one prodigious fpring, he leaps upon it at the diftance 
of fifteen or twenty feet, and generally feizes it at the firft 
bound. 

11. If he mifs his objed, he gives up the purfuit } and 
turning back towards the place of his ambufh. he inearure» 
the ground ftep by ftep, and again- lies in wait for another 
opportunity. The lurking places are genendly choien byt 
him near a fpring, or by the fide of a river, where he has 
frequently an opportunity of catching fuch animals as comt: 
to quench their thirft. 

12. The lion is a long-lived animal, although natnraK 
ids differ greatly as to the precife period of its eziftence. 
Of fome that have been trained in the tower of Londoiiy. 
one lived to the age of fixtythree years, and another ex* 
ceeded feventy. 

J J. rhe afpeift of the lion correfponds with the noble 
dad generous qualities cf kU xsoxA\ V^ ^^'oit k xf^fftdm^ 
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Ue ; his looks are determined ; his gait is ftately, and his 
Toice tremendous. . In a word, the body of the lion appears 
to be the beft model of (Irength joined to agility. 

14. As a proof that he is capable. of ezerciung a gene- 
rous and friendly difpofition cowards mankind, we have the 
following 'anecdote of one which was kept in the tower of 
London. 

15. When this lion was confined in the den alone, an 
accident happened to the lower part of it, which fo impair- 
ed the wood- work, that he could not be kept with fafety ; 
the carpenter was therefore called to repair it, who wifely 
ftood at a diftance, and would not approach the den for 
fear of the lion. 

1 6. Upon this one of the keepers ftepped into the dem 
and engaged to keep the lion at the upper part of his houfe^ 
y^hile the carpenter was at work beneath. It happened, 
however, that the keeper, after playing fome time with the 
lion, fell faft afleep. 

1 7. The carpenter continued his work without know- 
ing the danger to which he was expofed ; and when he 
bad finiihed his work, called to. the keeper to come dowa 
and fallen the door ; but received no ai^wer. 

1 8. He then ran out of the den, and was greatly fur- 
prifed to fee through the grate, both the keeper and the 
lion (Iretched upon the floor, and fleeping together. He 
called to him again, but the keeper was too found afleep 
to return any anfwer. 

1 9 The lion, however, reared up his frightful head, and 
after looking fome time at the carpenter, threw his huge 
paw over the keeper's breaft, and laying his nofe upon his 
head, again compofed himfelf to reft. 

20. The carpenter, already terrified with his own fltu- 
ation was ftill more alarmed when he faw the keeper thus 
encircled with the paws of the lion, and ran into the houfe 
for aid. 

SI. Some of the people came out, and having bolted 
the den door, which the carpenter had negleded in his 
precipitate retreat, they roufed the keeper from his fleep, 
who fliaking the lion by the paw, took his leave ; but the 
lion was too well bred to fufler his friend to go withoat 
fome little ceremony or marks of efteem. 
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2 2. He firft rubbed his ^reat nofe againfl: the keeper'is 
knees, then held htm bj the coat as if h? would have laid* 
** Do (lay a little longer ;" and when he found that no en- 
treaties could prevail, he courteouily walled on him to the 
door. 



Story of the grateful Turk* 



I 



T it too much to be lamented, that different 
Bations frequently make bloody wars with each other; 
and when they take any of their enemies priibners, inftead 
of ufing them well, and reftoring them to liberty, they con- 
fine them in prifons, or fell them as (laves. The enmity 
that there has often been between many of the Italian (lates» 
particularly the Venetians, and the Turks, is fufficiently 
known. 

a. It once happened that a Venetian fliip had taken 
many of the Turks prifoners, and, according to the barba- 
rous cudom I have mentioned, thefe unhappy men had 
been fold to different perfons in the city. By accident, one 
of the fldves lived oppcfite to the houfe of a rich Venetian, 
who had an only fon, of about the age of twelve years. 

3. It happened that this little boy ufed frequently to 
dop as he pa/Fed near Hamet, for that was the name of the 
fl..ve, and gaze at him very attentively. Hamet, who re- 
m i. kcd in the face of the child the appearance of good na- 
ture and conipaffion, ufed always to falute him wiih the 
greiteit courtefy, and tellified the greateft pleafure in his 
company. 

4. ."^t lenfcth the little boy took fnch a fancy to the 
flave, that he ufed to vifit him feveral times in the dayj and 
brmght him Inch little prefents as he had It in his power to 
make, and which he thouj^ht would be of ufe to his friend. 

5 But though H:uuet Teemed alwjiys to take the great- 
eft delight in the innocent careffes of his liltle friend» yet 
thi* child could not help remarking that Hamet was fre- 
qnendv extremely foirovvful ; anJ he rilen furprlfed him 
on a fudden, when tears were trickling down his face, aU 
though he did his utmoft to conceal them. 
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6> The litile boy was at length fo much alFe^led wick 
the repetition of this fight, that he fpoke of it to his father, 
and begged him, if he had it in his power, to make poor 
Hamet happy. The father, who was extremely fond of 
his fon, and befides, had obferved that he feldom requeued, 
any thing which was not generous and humane, determined 
to fee the Turk himfelf, and talk to him. 

7. Accordingly he went to him the next day, and ob- 
ferving him for fome time in filence, was ft ruck with the 
extraordinary appearance of mildnefs and honefly which 
his countenance difcovered At length he faid to him. 
Are you that Hamet of whom my fon is fo fond, and of 
"whofe gentlenefs and courtefy I have fo often heard him 
talk? 

8. Yes, faid the Turk, I am that unfortunate Hamet» 
who have now been for three years a captive ; during that 
fpace of time, your fon if you are his father, is the only 
human being chat feems to have felt any compaiHon for my 
fufferings.; therefore, I mull confefs, he is the only obje^ 
to which 1 am attached in this barbarous country ; and 
night and morning I pray that Power, who is equally the 
God of Turks and Chrillians, to grant him every bleiUng 
he deferves, and to prefer ve him from all the miferies I 
fuffer. 

o. Indeed, Hamet, faid the merchant, he is much 
obliged to -you, although fi om his prefent circumftances, he 
does not appear much expofed to danger. But tell me^ 
foi I wi(h tn do you good, in i^hat can 1 aflift you ? for my 
fon informs me that you are the prey of continual regret 
and forrow. 

I o. li it wonderful anfwered the Turk, with a glow 
of generous tndigcation that fuddenly animated bis counte- 
nance, is it wonderful that I (hould pine in filence, and 
znoum my fate, who am bereft of the firft and nobled pref- 
ent x>f nature, my liberty ? And yet an wered the Vene- 
tian, how many thoufands of oux nation do you retain ia 
/etters ? 

II. 1 am not anfwerable, faid the Turk, for the cruelty 
of my countrymen, more than you are for the barbariiy cxf 
yours. But as to myfelf, I have never pradifed the inhu- 
iSM cuftoxn of cnflaring my fellow creattires ; 1 have never 



192 THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. 

fpoiled Venetian merchants of their property to increafemy 
riches ; I have always refpeded the rights of nature, and 
therefore it is ihe more ievere— 

. 2. Here a tear ftarted from his eye, and vetted his 
manly cheek ; inftantly, however, he recolleded himlielf, 
and folding his arms upon his bofom, and gently bowing 
hii. head, he added God is good, and man muft fabmit to 
bis decrees, i.'he Venetian was affected with his appear- 
ance of manly fortitude, and faid, Hamet, I pity yourfuf- 
feririirs, ard may perhaps be able to relieve them. What 
would ycvL do to regain your liberty ? 

13 What would I do? anfwered Hamet; I would 
confront every pain and danger that can appal the heart of 
mwn. Nay, anfwered the merchant* you will not be expo- 
fed to fuch a trial. The means nf your deliverance are cer- 
tain, prr^vided your courage does not belie your appearance. 

i 4. Name them ! name them ! cried the impatient 
Hamet : place death before me in every horrid fhape, and 

if I (brink Patience, anfwered the merchant, ve fhall 

be obferved. But hear me attentively. I have in this city 
an inveterate foe, who has heaped upon me every injury 
which can moft bitterly (ling the heart of man. 

15. This man is brave as he is haughty; and 1 muft 
confefs that the dread of his ftrength and valor has hiiher- 
to deterred me from refenting hh infuUs as they deferve. 
Now. Hamer, your look, your form, your words, convince 
me that you are born for manly daring. 

16. Take this dagger; and as foon as the (hades of 
night involve the city, I will myfelf conduidt you to the 
place, where vou may at once revenge your friend and re- 
gain your freedom. 

« 7* At thib propofal, fcom and Ihame flaflied from the 
kindling eye of Hamet, and paOlon for a conliderable time 
deprived him of the power of utterance ; at length he lift- 
ed his arms as high as hi^^. chains would permit, and cried. 
with an indignant tone, Mi;?hty Prophet ! and are thefe 
the wretches to which you permit your faithful votaries to 
be er.fliived. 

18 Go, bafe Chriftian, and know that Hamet would 

not (loop to the vile trr.de of an aifaffin, foi all the wealth 

tff Venice I no, not to putcha(e\he(ttt^Qiiiv^ m his rac^ ! 
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At thsfe words, the merchant^ without feeming much abalh- 
ed told him he was forry he had offended him ; but that he 
thought freedom had been dearer to him than he found it was* 

19. However added he as he turned his back, you wiH 
refled upon my propofal, and perhaps by to-morrow, you 
may change your mind. Hamet difdained to anfwer, and 
the merchant went his way. 

ao. The next day, however, he returned in company 
With his foQ, and mildly accofted Hamet thus ; The ab- 
ruptnefs of tlie propofal 1 yederday made you might per- 
Ifaps aftonifh you ; but I am now come to difcourfe the 
-matter more calmly with you, and I doubt not when you 
have heard my reafons 

21, Cbriftian, interrupted Hamet, with a fevere, but 
compofed countenance, ceafe at length to infult the mife- 
rable with propofals more fhocking than even thefe chains. 
If thy religion permit fuch h<51s as thofe,- know that they 
are execrable and abominable to the foul of every Mahom- 
etan ; therefore, from this moment let us break off all far- 
ther intercourfe, and be Grangers to each other. ' 

2). No, :3nfwered the merchant, flinging himfelf into 
the arms of Hamet, let us from this moment be more clefe- 
1y linked than ever ! Generous man, whofe virtues may at 
once difarm and enlighten thy enemies ! Fondnefs for my 
fon firft made me intereflled in thy fate ; but from the mo* 
ment that I faw thee yeflerday I determined to fet thee 
free. Therefore, pardon mt this unneceffary trial cf thy 
Virtue, which has only raifed thee higher in my efteem. 

23. Francifco has a foul which is as averfe to deeds 
of .treachery and l>lood, as even Hamet himfelf From 
this moment, generous man, thou art free ; thy ranfom is 
already paid, with no other obligation tlian that of remem* 
bering the affe^ion of this thy young and faithful friend ; 
and perhaps, hereafter, when thou feeft an unhappy Chrif- 
tian groaning in TurkiOi fetters, thy generolity may make 
thee think of Venice. 

24. The feelings of Hamet at this unexpefled deliver- 
ance are not to be defcribed. Francifco put him on board 
a (hip, which was bound to one of the Grecian iflands, and 
after taking leave of him in the tendered manner, forced 
him to accept of a parfe of gold to pay his expenfes. 

R 
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25. Afiedlionate was the parting of Hamet witb his 
little fiiend, whom he embraced in an agony of tendernefs, 
wept over him, and implored Heaven to grant him all the 
bleilings of this life. 

26. About fix months afterwards, one morning« while 
the family v:ere all in bed, Francifco's hosfe was difeover* 
ed to be on fire, and great part of the hoafe was in flames 
before the family were alarmed. The terrified ferrants had 
but jufl time to awaken Francifcoy who was no fooher ffOt> 
into the ftreet, than the whole ftaircafe gave way, and kU 
into the flajjnes. 

27. If the merchant thought himfelf happy on having 
faved himfelf, it was only fox a moment* as he foon reccd- 
leAed, that his beloved fon was left behind to the mercy 
of the flames. He funk into the deepeft defpair* when up- 
on inquiry he found, that his fon, who flept in an upper 
apartment, had been forgotten in the general confufion- 

28. He raved in agonies of grief, and offered half his 
fortune to any one i^ho would lifk his life to fave bis 
child. As he was known to be very rich, feveral ladders 
were iaftantly raifed by thofe who wifhed to obtain the re- 
ward ; but the violence of the flames drove every one down 
who attempted it. 

29. The unfortunate youth then appeared on the top of 
the houfe, extending his arms and calling out for aid. The 
unhappy father became motionlefs, and remained in a ft'^ite 
of infenfibility. At this critical moment a man ruihed 
thnugb the crowd, and afcended thetallefl ladder, feem- 
ingly determined to reicue the youth, or perifh in the at- 
tempt. 

30. A fudden gud of B^^me burfting forth, led the peo- 
ple to fuppofe he was loft ; but he presently appeared de- 
fcending the ladder with the child in his amu, without re- 
ceiving any material injury. A univerfal (hoot attended 
this noble action, and the father, to his inezpreCGble fur- 
prife, on recovering from his iwocn, found bis child in his 
arms. 

3 * . After giving vent to the firft emotions of jtender- 

nefs, he erquired after his generous deliverer^ whoife fea^ 

tures were fo changed by the fmoke that they could not 

be di{tingui(hed» Francifco immediately prefented him 
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with a purfe of gold, promidng the next day to give him 
the reward he had offered. 

32. The llranger replied, that he fhould accept of no 
reward. Francifco ftartedi and thought he knew the voice^ 
when his fon flew to the arms of his dellveiei> and cried 
putf '* It is my dear Hamet ! it is my dear Hamet !" 

,33. The aftoniihment and gratitude of the merchant 
were equally excited; and retiring from the crowd, he 
took Hamet with him to a friend's houfe. As foon as they 
were alone, Francifco inquired by what means he had been 
a fecond time endaved. 

34. I will tell you in a few words, faid the generous 
Turk* When I was taken by the Venetian galleys, my 
father fhared in my captivity. It was his fate and not my 
own, which fo often made me fhed thofe tears, which firft 
attracted the notice of your amiable fon. 

35. As foon as your bounty had fet me free, I flew to 
the Chriflian who had purchafed my father. I told him» 
that I was young and vigorous, and he aged and infirm^ 
I would be his flave inftead of my father. 

36. I added too the gold which your bounty had be- 
llowed on me, and by thefe means I prevailed on the 
Chridian to fend back my father in that fliip you had pro* 
vided for me, without his knowing the caule of his freedom. 
Since that time I have ft-^iycd here a willing flave, and 
Heaven has been fo gracious as to put it into my power to 
fave the life of that youth, which I value a thoufand times 
more than my own. 

37. The merchant was adoniflied at fuch an inflanceof 
gratitude and affedtion, and preffed Hamet to accept of 
the half of his fortune, and to fettle in Venice for the re- 
mainder of his days* Hamet, however, with a noble mag- 
nanimity, refufed the offer, faying, he had done no more 
than what every one ought to do in a fimilar fltuation. 

38. Though Hamet feemed to under- rate his pad fer- 
vices to the merchant, yet the latter could not fuffer things 
to pafs in this manner He again purchafed his freedom, 
and fitted a fliip out on purpofe to take him back to his 
own country. At parting, they mutually embraced each 
other, and> as they thought, took an eternal farewell.- 
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39. After many years- had elapfed, and young FranciC 
CO was grown up to manhood) beloved and refpeded by 
aYery one, it fo happened that fome bufinefs made it necef- 
iacy for him and his father to vide a neighboring city on 
the coaft \ and as they fuppofed a paflage by Tea would be 
more expeditious than by land, they embarked' in a Vene- 
tian veffeli which was bound to that port, and ready ta 
fail. 

40. A favorable gale foon wafted them out of flghty and' 
|>romircd them a fpeedy pafFage ; but, unfortunately for 
them, before they had proceeded half their voyage, they 
were met by fome Turkilh vefTels, who, after an obftinace 
reiiiUnce from the Venetians, boarded them, loaded them 
with irons, and earned them priibners to Tunis. There 
they were expofed in the market place in their chains, itl 
order to be fold as flaves. 

41. At lafV, a Turk came to the market, who (eemed 
to be a man of fuperi<^r rank, and after looking over the 
prifoners, with an expreffion of compafllon, he fixed his 
eyes upon young Francifco, and a(ked the captain what 
was the price of that young captive. 

42. The captain replied, that he would not part with 
him^for fefs than five hundred pieces of gold. The Turk 
confidered that as a very extraordinary price, fince he had 
feen him fell others, that exceeded him in ftrength and 
vigoi:, for lefs than a filth part of that money. 

4}« That is true, (replied the captain) but he fhall 
cither fetch me a price tliat will repay me the damiige he 
has occaftoned me, or he (hall labor all the reft of his life 
at the oar. The Turk afked him what damage he could 
have done him more than the reft of the crew. 

44. It was he (replied the captain) who animated the 
Chriftians to make a defperate refiliance, and thereby 
pyoved the deftru<5lion of many of my brave ft fea men. We 
three times boarded them with a fury that feemed invinci- 
ble, and each time did that youth attack us with a cool 
and determined oppofition ; fo that we were f^hliged to give 
up the conteft, till other ihips came to our affiUance. I will 
therefore have that price for him, or I will punifli him for 
2J/e. 
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45. The Turk now furveyed yonog Frarcifco more 
attentively than before; and the young man, who had 
hitherto fixed his eyes in fuUen filence on the gronndy at 
length raifed them up ; but he had no fooner beheld the 

.peifon who was talking to the captain, than, in aloud 
Voice he uttered the name of Hamet. The Turk, £bruck 
with aftonifhrnent, furveyed him for a moment and theo 
caught him in his arms. 

46. After a moment's paufe, the generous Hamet lift- 
ed up his hands to Heaven, and thanked his God, who had 
put it in his power to (how his gratitude ; but words can<* 
not eiprefs his feelings, when he found that both father and 
fon were flaves. Suffice it to fay that he inftantly bought 
their freedom, and conducted them to his magnificent houie 
in the city. 

47. They had here full leifure tO difcourfe on the 
Arange viciifitudes of fortune, when Hamet told his Vene- 
tian friends, that after their generofity had procured him 
liberty, he became an ofiicer in the Turkifh army, and hap- 
pening to be fortunate in all his enterprifes, he had been 
gradually promoted^ till he arrived at the dignity of Ba- 
fhaw of Tunis. 

48. That in this fituation, he found the greeted confo- 
lation in alleviating the misfortunes of the Chriftian prifon- 
ers, and always attended the fales of thofe unhappy flaveSf 
to procure liberty to a certain number of them. Andgra- 
cious Allah (added he) has this day put it in my power is 
fome meafure to return the duties of gratitude, 

49. They continued fome days with Hamet, who did 
every thing in his power to amufe and divert them ; but as 
he found their defii-e.was to return to their own country, 
he told them that he would not detain them againft their 
wifhes ; and that they fhould embark the next day in a (hip 
bound for Venice, which would be furnifhed with a palT* 
port to carry them fafe there. 

50. The next day, he difmiffed them with every mark 
of tendernefs and affedlion, and ordered a party of his 
own guards to attend them to the veflfel. They had no 
fooner got on board, than they found to their inexpreffible 
furprife and joy, that they were in the very (hip in which 
they had been taken, and that, by ihe ^•eweiQCwj Ckt ^iissw^\<» 

aa 
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tot only the (hip, bnteveil the whole crew, were redeeir 
and: reftored to freedom. 

5 1 . Francifco and his Ton, after a quick pafTage, aTri\ 
in their own country-, where they lived beloved and refpe 
edy and endeavored to convince every one they knew, h 
j(reat were the vicidltudes of fortmie, and that God ne^ 
fuffers humanity and generofity to go unrewarded, here 
Hereafter. 



The Quarrel of Brutus and Cassius. 






Caffius* X HAT you have wronged me doth j 
pear in this, 
STou have condemned and noted Lucius Pell a , 
For taking bribes here of the Sardians ;. 
Wherein my letter (praying on his fide, 
Becaufe I knew the man)- was flighted of. 

Brutus, You wrong'd yourfelf to write in fuch a caii 

Cas» In fuch a time as this, it is not. meet 
That every nice offence fhould bear its comment, 

Brui Yet let me tell you, Caffius, ycu yourfelf 
Are much condemn'd to have an itching palmi 
To fell and matt your offices for gold^. 
To undefervers. 

Gau I an itching palm ! 
You know that you are Brutus that fpeak this^ 
Or, be afTur'd, this fpeech were elfe your la ft. 

Bm* The- name of Caffius honors this corruption^ 
And Chadifement doth therefore hide its head. 

Cas^ Chadifement ! 

Bru^ Remember Murch, the ides of &&rch remembe 
Did not great Julius bleed for juftice fake ? 
What vllTian touch'd his bo^, that did dab. 
And net for juftice } What, iojdl one of us. 
That iliuck the foremoft man of all this worlds 
Bat for fupporting robbers ; ffaall we now 
Conuminate our fingers with thefe bribes ? 
And /ell the mighty meed of our Aaigje honotB: 
lor fo mufih tr^JBi as may be gt^^s^d iVin^^ 
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f had rather be a dog, and bay the moon, 
i!*Tian fuch a Roman. 

.Coi Brutui, bay not me^ 
^ not endure it f you forget yourfelf, 

6 hedge me in r I am a (oldier, I, 
Older in praAice» abler than yourfelf 
To make conditions. 

J?rti. Go to ; you are not Cadius. 

Cas. I am. 

JSru I fay you are not. 

Cas* Urge me no more, I (haU forget myfelf— 
Have mind upon your health — tempt me no farther. 

Bru, Away, flight man ! 

Cas, Is it pofiible I 

Bru, Hear me, for J will fpeak. 
Mud I give way and room to your rafli choler ?• 
Shall I be frighted when a madman dares ? 

Cas. Mud I endure all this ? 

Bru. All this ! aye, more. Fret till your proud heart 
breaks. 

00 tell your daves how choleric you are, 

And make your bondmen tremble. Mud I budge ?- 
Mud I obferve you ? Mud I dand and croucb 
Under your tedy humor ? Be afTured, 
You fhall diged the venom of your fpleen. 
Though it do fplit you j for from this day forth,. 
I'll u^ you for my mlrtb» yea for my laug}iter. 
When yoir are wafpidL 

Cas. Is it come to this ? 

Bru. You fay you are a better foldier :• 
Let it appear fo ; make your vaunting true. 
And it diall pleafe me well. For my own part^ 

1 diall be glad to leahi of noble men. 

Cas. You' wrong me every way ! you wrxmg me Brutug^ 
I faid an elder foldier, not a bectev :. 
Did I fay better T 

Bru, If you did, I care nob 

Cas. When Cefar livM, he durflr not thus have mov*d 
me. 

jBhm P^ice, peace, 70a durft not fi) ha¥e tempted hSau 
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Bru. No. 

Cos. . What, darft not tempt htm ! 

Bru, For your life you durft not. 

Cos. Do not prefume too much upon my love ; 
I may do what I (hall be forry for. 

Bru. You have done what joxxjhould be (brry for. 
There is no terror, Cailius, in your threats ; 
For I am arm'd fo ftrong in honefty. 
That they pafs by me, as the idle windy 
Which I refpedt not. I did fend to you 
For certain fums of gold, which you deny'd me \ 
For I can raife no money by vile means. 
■ — I had rather coin my heart. 
And drop my blood for drachmas, than to wring 
From the hard hand of peafants their vile trafli. 
By any indiredtion- I did fend 
To you for gold to pay my legions. 
Which you deny'd me ; was that done like CafEus \ 
Should I have anfwer'd Caius Caffius fo ? 
When Marcus Brutus grows fo covetous. 
To lock fuch rafcal counters from his friendsa 
Be readyi gods, with all your thunderbolts, 
Da(h him to pieces. 

£W. I doiy'dyou not. 

Bru> You did. 

Cos. I did not ; he was but a fool 
That brought my anfwer back Brutus hath riv'd my heai 
A friend mould bear a friend's infirmities ; 
But Brutus makes mine greater than they are. 

Bru. I do not. Still you pradiie them on me. 

Cas. You love me not 

Bru, I do not like your faults. \ 

Cas. A friendly eye could never fee fuch faults. 

Brti> A flatterer's would not, though tliey do 
Appear as huge as high Olympus. 

Cos. Come, Anthony, and young Odavius, come ! 
Revenge yourfelves alone on Caillus ; 
For Cidlias is a weary of the world ; 
Hated by one he loves ; braved by his brother ; 
Check'd bj a bondman ; all his ^aults obferv'd ; 
Set in Si note-book; leaia'd «a& cot£Ql4>e>i i^Xft 
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?ti caft into my teeth.. O I could weep 

^y fpirit from my eyes ! — There is my dagger^ 

^nd here my naked bread ! within, a heart 

I^earer than Pluia&' mine, richer than gold I 

If that thou need'il a Roman's, take it forth. 

1> that deny'd thee gold, will give my heart : 

Strike as thou dtdll at Cefar ; tor I know, 

When thou didd hate him worft, thou lov'dft him better*- 

Than ever thou lov'dft Caflius. 

Bru^ Sheathe your dagger ; 
Be angry when ydih will, it (hall have fcope ^ 
Do what you will, difhonor (hall be humor. 
Oh Caflius, you are yok'd with a lamb. 
That carries angei, as the flint bears Bre ; 
Which, much enforc'd, (hows a hafty fpark, 
And iiiaight is cold again. 

Cas. Hath Caflius liv'd 
To be but mirth and laughter to his Brutus, 
When grief and blood ill tempered vexeth him ? 

Bru. When I fpoke that, I was ill tempered too. 

Cat. Do you confefs fo much ? give me your hand. 

Bru, And my heart too. 

Cas, O Brutus? 

Bru. What's the matter T 

Cas, Have you not love enough to bear with me^ 
When that rafh humor which my mother gaye mci 
Makes me forgetful ? 

Bru Yes, Caflius, and from henceforth,. 
When you are over earned with your Brutus, 
He'll think your mother chides, and leave you fo. 



Speech of Demosthenes to the Atheni- 
ans, CONCERNING THE REGULATION OF THE 

State. 

X OU afk, Athenians, " What real advan- 
tage have we derived from the fpeeches of Demofthents ? 
He rifes when he thinks proper ; he deafens us with his 
harangues ; he declaims againd the degeneracy of grefeal 



•i > 
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times ; he tells us of the virtues of our anceftors ; he tran^ 
ports us by his airy extravagance } he pu£Fa up our vanitf J 
and then tits down" 

2. But, could thefe my fpeeches once gain an effedaai 
influence upon your mind 3, {o great would be the advan- 
tages conferred upon m'- country , that, were I to atrejnpt 
to tpeak them, they would appear to many as viiinnary. 
Yet ftill 1 mult afTume the merit of doing fome fervice, by 
accnftoming you to hear falutary truths. 

3. And if your counfellors be folicicous for any point 
of moment to their country, let them fix ft cure your ears ; 
for ihey are ^iftcmpered ; and this, from the inveterate 
habit of lii^ening to falfehoods, to every thing, rather than 
your real interelts. 

4. There is no man who dares openly and boldly to 
declare, in what cafe our con/litutinn is fubverted But I 
fhall declare it. When you, Athenians, become a helplefs 
rabble, without condud, without property, without armS| 
without order, without unanimity ; when neither your gen- 
eral, nor any other perfon, hath the lead refpeft for your 
decrees ; when no man dares to inform you of this your* 
condition, to urge the neceOary reformation, much leOi to 
exert his effott tocfledl it ; then is your conftitution fub- 
verted. And this is now the cafe. 

5. But, O my fellow citizens ! a language of a differ- 
ent nature haih poured in upon us ; falfe, and highly dan- 
gerous to the State. Such is that afTertion, that in your 
tribunals is your great fecurity ; that your right of fufl^age 
is the real bulwark of the conftitution. That thefe tribu- 
nals are our common refource in all private contefts, I ac- 
knowledge. 

6. But it is by arms we are to fubdue our enemies ; 
by arms we are to deiend our Stare. It is not by our de- 
crees that we can conquer. To thofe, on the contrary, 
who fight our battles with fuccefs, to thefe we owe the 
power of decreeing, of tranfading all our affairs, without 
control or danger. In arms, then, let us be terrible ; is 
our judicial tran^aftlons, humane. 

7. If it be obferved, that thefe fentiments are more ele- 
vated than m'ghr be expelled from my character, the ob- 

/ervdtioD, I confefs, is juft. Whatever is faid about a ftaie 
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^ iiich dignity, upon a£Fairs of fuch importances flioald ap« 
P^^T more elevated than any charadler. To your worth 
Should it correlpond, nr>t to that of the fpeaker 

8. And now I (HkII inform you why none of thofe^ 
who ftand high in your eileem^ tpeak in the iiune manner. 
The candidates for olfice and empl'j>ment go about folicit- 
Jng your voices, the flnves of popuUr favor. To gain the 

rank of general, is each man's great concern ; not to fill 

this ftation with true manlike intrepidity. 

9. Courage, if he poifefs it,* he deems unneceflary ; 
for, thus he reafons ; he has ?he honor, the renown of this 
inty to fupport him ; he finds himfelf free from oppreffion 
and control ; he needs but to amufe you with fair hopes; and 
thus he fecures a kind of inheritance in your emoluments. 
And he reafons truly. 

10. But do you yourfelves once aiTume the conduct of 
jour own affairs ; and then, as you take an equal (hare of 
duty, (b (hall you acquire an equal (hare of glory. Now, 
your miniders and public fpeakers, without one thought of 
dire^tng you faithfully to your true intereft, refign them- 
felves entirely to thefe generals. Formerly you divided in- 
to claffes, in order to raife the fupplies ; now the butinefs 
of the .clafles is to gain the management of public affairs. 

1 1 . The orator is the leader ; the general feconds his 
attempts ; the Three Hundred are the afliftants on each 
fide ; and all others take their parties, and ferve to fill up 
the feveral fadions. And you fee the confequences. 

1 2. This man gains a Ratue ; this amaffes a fortune ^ 
one or two command the State ; while you tit^down uncon- 

t cerned, witneffes of their fuccefs ; and for an unintertupted 
eourfe of eafe and indolence, give them up thofe great and 
glorious advantages, which really belong to you. 



Judge Hale's Advice to his Children. 

Observe and mark as well as you niay, 
what is the temper and difpofition of thofe perfons, whofe 
fpeeches you hear, whether they be grave, ferious, fobeff 
wife, difcreet perfons. If they be fucby thear fpeechct 
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commonlj are like themfelTes, and wdlileferTe your attca^ 
tion and obfervation. 

3. Buty if they be light* impertinent^ vain, paflionatez; 
perfonst their fpeech ii frir the moft part accordingly ; anc/' 
the bell ad^^santage that you'nrill gain by their fpeech, is bur 
thereby to learn their difpofitions ; to difcem their failings 
and to make yourfelvei the more cautious both in your 
conver&tion with them, and in your own ipeech and de- 
portment ; for in the unfeemlinefs of their fpeech you may 
better difcem and avoid the like in yourfelves. 

5. If any perfon, that you do not very well know to be 
a perfon of truth, fobriety, and weight* relate (Irange dories, 
be not too ready or eafy to believe them, nor report them 
after him. And yet, unlds he be one of your familiar ac- 
quaintance, be not too forward to contradi^ him j or if the 
.neceflity of the occafion require you to declare your opinion 
of what 19 fo reported, let it be modeftly and gently, not 
too bluntly or coariely. By this mean, on the one fide, you 
will avoid being abuted by your too much credulity ; on 
the other fide, you will avoid quarrels and diftafte- 

4. If any man fpeak any thing to the difadvantage or 
reproach of one that is abfent, be not too ready to believe 
it i only obferve and remember it ; for it may be it is not 
true, or it is not all true, or fome other ctrcumftauces were 
mingled with it, which might give the bufinefs reported t 
jufliScation, or at leaft an allay, an extenuation, or a rea- 
fonable excufe. 

5. If any perfon report unto you fome injury done to 
you by ariodier, either in words or deeds, do rtot be over 
hafty in believing it, nor fuddenly angry with the perfon 
fo accuff d ; for it is pcflible it may be- falfe or miftaken ; ; 
and how unfeemly a thing will it be, when your credulity I 
and paffion (ball perchance carry you upon a fuppofed in- 
jury, to do wrong to him that hath done ymi none, I 

6. When a perfon is accufed or reported to have injur- 
-cd you, before you give yfturfelf leave to be angry, think 
with vourfelf, why &ould I be angry before I am certain 
it 16 true ; or if it be true, how can I tell how much I 
ihould be angry, till 1 know the whole matter ? Though it 
may be he hath done me uTone, yet poi&bly it Is mifrepre- 

dented, or it was done by miftakef . or it may be be is forty ^ 
£ff it* 
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7* I will not be aogry till I know there Ve cauft^^an4 
if there be caufe, yet 1 will not be angry tOl I know the 
whole canfe t for' till tben> if I mnft be angry at all, yet I 
know not how much to bb angry ; it may be it is not 
worth my anger, or if ^ be» it may be it deferves but a lit- ^ \ 
tie. This will keep your mind and carriage upoA fuch oc- 
caiions in a due temper and order ; and wi|i difappoinit ^ 
malicious or officious tale-bearers. 

8* If a man, whofe integrity you do not very well know, ^* 
make you gresit and extraordinary profeffions and promifes» 
give him as kind thanks as may be, but give not much ere- ;;"; 
dit to it. Caft about, with yourfelf whatmay be the reafon 
of his wonderful kindnefs ; it is twenty to one but you will 
'find fomething that he aims at» befide kindnefs to you. "- 

9. If a man flatty and commend you to your face, or >:, 
•to one that he thinks .will tell you of it, it is a tboufand to 
one, either he hath deceived and abufed you (bme way> or 
means to do fo Remember the fable of the fox comiM|$r 
ing the (inging of the crow, when (he had fomewlte iollli^ 
^mouth that the fox liked ''' \p^/ 

10. If a perfon be choleric, paffionate, and give youffl 
language, remember, firft, radier to pity him than to be 
moved into anger and paffion with him ; for mdfl certainly 
that man is in a diftemper, and difordered. Obferve him 
-calmly, and you (hall fee in him foihueh perturbation and 
diAutbance, that you will eafily believe he is not 2, patteq^ 
to be imitated by you, and therefore return not choler for 
anger ; foifyon do but put youriblf into a kind of frensyt i^ 
becaufe you fee him fo. ^ ' / 

II* ' Be iure yon return not TsOling, reproaching, or re« / 
Tiling for reviling ; for it doth but kindle moref heat, and 
you will find filence, or at lead very gentle words, the moft / .. 
^xquifite revenue for reproaches that^an be ; for either it 
%ill cpre the difteniper in the other, and make him fee and 
he forry for his paffion, or it witt torment him with mor^ 
perturbation and diftutbance. 

12. Some men are exc^ent in the knowledge of hof-' 
"dandry, fome of planting, fome of gardening, fome in the 
mathematics, (bme in one kind, fome in another s in ali^-j 
Tour conver(Htion, learn as near as you can wherein the ^ 
IkUl and exccBence of mf vtitm 1^ luld piu him i]pM^^^ 

■8 'l^ 
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talk of that fabjed, and obferve it and keep it in memory 
or writing ; by this mean you will glean up the worth and 
excellence of every perfon you meet withy and at an eafy 
rate put together that whrch may be for your iife upon all 
occa^ons. . * 

13. Converfe not with a liar or a fwearer, or a man of 
obfcene or wanton language : for either he will corrupt 
you, or at leaft it will hazard your reputation to be one of 
the like making. And if it doth neither, yet it will fill 
your memory with fuch difcourfes, that will be troublefome 
to you in after-time, and the returns of the remembrance of 
the pafTages which you long fince heard of this nature, will 
haunt you, when your thoughts (hould be better employed. 

14. Let your fpeech be true; never fpeak any thing 
for a truth which you know or believe to be falfe. It is a 
great fin againft God who gave you a tongue, to fpeak 
your oflPence againft humanity itfelf ; for where there is no 
truth, there can be no fafe fociety between man and man. 

15. As you muft be careful not to lie, fo you muft 
avoid coming near to it : you muft not equivocate, you muft 
not fpeak that abfolutely, , which you have but by hearfay 
or relation : you muft not fpeak that as upon knowledge 
which you have but by conjecture or opinion only. 

1 6. Let your words be few, efpecially when your bet- 
ters or ftrangers, or men of experience or underftanding^ 
are prefent ; for you do ycurfelf at once two great mifcbiefs. 
Fir ft, you betray and difcover your own weaknefs and fol- 
ly. Secondly, you rob yourfelf of that opportunity which 
you might other wife have to gain knowledge, wifdoro, and 
experience, }^j hearing tftofe whom you filence by your im- 
pertinent talking. 

17. Be not over earneft, loud, or violent in talking; for 
it is unfeemly ; and earneft and loud talking make you over- 
flioot and lofe your bufmefs. When you (hould be confid- 
cring and pondering your thoughts, and how to exprefs 
them (ignificantly, and to the purpofe, you are ftriving to 
keep your tongue going, and to filence an opponent; not 
with reafon, but with noife. 

18. Be careful not to interrupt another in his talk ; hear 
hitti out ; you will underftand him the better, and be able 

to give bim ike better anfwer« ^It may be^ if you will give 
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t-iilin l«!^'i^;-l^,>4ll. fay fomething more than you liave.jft,^ 
^i,)^^^j3^^jj^mfaD6iffikoad, or thai which you did not ecp&jhii;''--: 
",U;I^ll^ -'jIJSSBhS I'sf'y"* y" fpeak. efpecially where ch'e,fe^_^:i: 
^.S:OTfeft;ij^F*3SEfent, confider befoTehand, weigh the fot\(^^>:;. 
!,^^arJniRTt^J^£cIi yoa intend to utter ; think upon- th'e^^^-^^ 
i'-^yffio^y^iriKii^ to ufe, that they may be ligriifi^^^;- 
^';^4>^vVbRAr ^Jjoi^inoffehfive ; and whereas it is thep-rdij^w^"- 
i^t^fifi derate perfons to fpeak their wordSt'^K^^^ 
ak,:oT not to think till diey fpeak j think^firft-a^;;^ 
'.y.rff it be in any matter of moment or feri^iJiri^S^f - 
[(ifureyou give not au ill report to any tl^^^^ '.''. 
is^ d;fferve& it. And in moll cafes, though a's^l'^' ; 
■ ^T^et you ftiould be fparia^ to report bim-.fo.;^^^-'- 
'jpdeed you are bound, m horieftj aiid^jiil^^t^.!""! 
i-^ciiunt concerning the -demerit-dr ilefatit-iatat -^ ' 
.fc5^f-deieivei. ' '-._ ^-fvlf^ 

y'j^b/f^^il^a fcoffing, and bitter and bitio'g jwrtr^ ani| T"? 
'^y^^S^^'^y^^J at the conditioDr credit, .df&ii^g*yiwrf':, 
'-^AHK^B^efbilli'oi any perfDQ; for theie leave a- ^:^^^^.-' 
■*.»efBc5p^liid;ai'e moil apparent injulHce'; forwfere yoij^j!-: ; 
^.^UC^^q^.VoqIcI take it amifs i add many: tilhjfi^-lucitJKl^f .-: 
'l^ft^itt^s-'n man dear, when he little ihintt-of it..;- '''.^^^^ 
"^Jil^,*'^^v&rfC3te{al that you gi?eno reproaclifui, ^{^9^^ v'^^ 
•■fifijE^fciqfft'fl'f Spiteful words to any perfon; nay noc.toif^F-.^" 
^iimtr^i^Otij^ perfons of an inferior condition. There iih(c.- ■ 
aft^^ Si'fep'^" ^^^ that you may ftand in need of hinj'*^. . 
-^^^'l^n^i'M" at fome time or other. Good words m^'Iyi ^j, 
■''^eHxIi, ^H^'irords make enemiei ; it is the beft prudeDc^*(i| •■V'i; 
■.VSiA'wWtrf.Wrruate as man^ friends as honeftly you can*.; .'V*'^' 
:' ;: i»3x'' 'if -'^tltere be oecafian for you to fpeak in any co,n^: ^ " 
.pSBj-y atWai^Ef? careful, if you fpeak at all, to fpeak latefl^ '.'t 
: <fpeci:^iy -if strangers are in company ) for by this mean yoB . , 
willh'UVS'the.'advantage of knowing the fenfe, judgment, ,. 
'te^p^,'^ijd:reIatJons ot others, which may be agreatligbt 
[Witt bpij) te you in ordering your fpeech j and you will bet- 
' tet, knbwVihejrL-lination of the company, and fpeak with^ . 
ianrv aclV^nKLge and acceptation, and with more r«urit7 
againll ^ivici^. offence. ' ' 

• i4,; Berarcful th^t yoa commeodaot yourfelves j itit-^-*. 
the" moftiireleis thing that can be. You ftiould avoid flat-- . 
■t«rjiTom.aiki^h but efpecially decline fliUtering fotufelves. 
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■k. fs^ fign your reputation is fmall and finkingy if jdor ower 
tobgues aauft he^onr flatterers and commen^eFS ;. and it ir 
a fttlfonie and unpleafing thing for others to'-jjoac it* * 
r: iJ^S: ^bhor all fonly.undean and obfceni^ip^cti^ ; it {s • 
k^igh that the heart is corrupt ; and fuch .kiod ^TrpMches 
iRFill. make it worfe ; it will taint and corrupt TOOjj^Bpes and ' 
"thpjTe who hear it^ and bring difreputation^pn^thqlQEi !^9 



Z$f Never ufe anj profane fpeeches, nor.ihs^^fts of 
fcripttire expreOSons. When you ufe the names 'o£&bd or:' 
GKrlil-, or any paflkges or words of the holy fcripnirey u& 
th^ni with reverence and farioufnefsy and not lijg^tly.iff 
'icurrdpuily, for it is taking the name of God iq vavn.-^' . . 
;' ^iji If you bear any unfeemly exprefiions.Vif<^ in r^ 
ligipus exerci fest you muft he careful to forget ana iiQt'l» 
■ pubiifh them, or if yoii at all mention them» .lel.ii^bb inlpri 
gitj and ibxrow, aot with deriiion or reproacV« y'c" %«*' 



/ • 
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On the Eulpix and Pre ACHERi;' ' '• 

X HE pulpit, therefore (and I name it,.fifl^d*> .*. 
With folemn awe, that bids me' well bipwarc' • \ . 

With what intent I touch that holy thing) 
The pulpit (when the fat'rift has at laft, 
Strutting and vap'ring in an empty fchool, <^ 
Spent all hh force and. made no profelyte) 
I fay the pulpit, in the fober ufe 
Of its legitimate, peculiar powers,. 
Mud ftand acknowledg'd, while the world (hall ftand,' 
The mod important and.e£Fe6lual guard, 
Support and ornanoent of virtue's caufe« 

2. jDiere (lands the meflenger of truth. There ftandjS: 
The le^te of the fkies. His theme divine^ 
His office facred, his credentials clear, 
JBy him, the violated law fpeaks out 
Its thunders, and by him, in drains as fweet 
As angels ufe, the gofpel whifpers peace 
J. He 'Aabliflies Ahe drong, redores the weak, 
Reclaim$ the wanderer, binds xYve btoVat^Vi^^t^^ 
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Afld, arm'd himfelf in panoply complete 
Of heav'nly temper, iurnifhes with arms 
Bright as his own^ and trains by ev'ry rule 
Of holy difciphne> to glorious war. 
The facramental hod of God's ele&, 

A. I venerate the man, whofe heart is warnsy 
Whof^. hands are pure, whofe dodbrine and whofe li|fc 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 
That he is honeft in the facred caufe. 
To fuch I render more than mere refpedl, 
Whofe anions fay that they refpedl themfelves. 

5 But loofe in morals, and in manners vain^ 
In converfation frivolous, in drefs - 

Extreme, at once rapacious and profii&» 
Frequent in park, with lady at hisi, fide, 
Ambling and prattling fcandal as he goes ; 
But rare at home, and never at his books, 
Or with his pen, fave when he fcrawls a card > 
Con'dant at routs, familiar with a round 
Of ladyfliips, a (Iranger to the poor ; 
Ambitious of preferment for its gold. 
And well prepared by ignorance and floth. 
By infidelity and love of th' world. 
To make God's work a finecure ; a ilave 
To his own pleafures, and his patron's pride. 

6. From fuch apoflles, O ye mitred heads, 
Preferve the church ! and lay not carelefs-hands 
On fculls that cannot teach, and will not learn. 

7. Would I defcribe a preacher fuch as PhluI, 
Were he on earth, would hear, approve and own, 
Paul fhonld himfelf direct me. 1 would trace 
His mader (Irokes, and draw from his defign. 

8. I would exprefs him fimple, grave, fincere ; . 
In doflrine uncorrupt, in language plain ; 

And plain m manner. Decent, folemn, chaftej ^ 
And natural in gefture. Much imprefs'd 
Himfelf, as confcious of his awful charge $ 
And anxious, mainly, that the flock he feeds 
May feel it too. Affedlionate in look 
And tender in addrefs, as well becomes 
A mefTenger of grace to guilty mea. 

• 2 
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I 

Brutus' Speech oi^ the D^ath of Cbsar^ . 

Romans, Coumtrym£K9 and Lovers, 

XxEAR'nie^ for my caufe; and be (ilent» 
tilat you may hear. Btfieve me» for mine honor ; and- 
liave refped for mine honor, chat you may believe. Cen- 
fure me in your wifdcm ; and awake your fenfesi that you 
may the better judge. 

2. If there be any in this a&mbly, any dear friend of' 
Cefar, to him I fay, that Brutus's love to Cefar was no lefe 
than his. If then, that friend demand, why Brutus rofe ; v^ 
againd Cefar, this is my anfwer ; not that I loved Ctfiur^ V- 
lefs, but that I loved Rome more. ;<"';- 

3. Had you rather Cefar were living, and die all iltfret^>iv- 
Than that Cefar were dead, to live all freemen ? As Cefiw^? 
loved me, I weep for him ; as he was fortunate, I lejpice' '' ' 
at it ; as he was valiant, I honor him ; but as he was am* ■> 
bilious, I (lew him. 

4 There are tears for his love, joy for his fortune,- 
honor for his velor, and death for his ambiuon. Who's 
here fo bafe that he would be a bondman ? If any, fpeaJK k - - 
for him have I offended. 

5. Who's here fo rude, that he would not be a Ronaanf '^ .'; 
If any, fpeak ;; for him have I oflEi^nded Who's here fo vilm *" * 
that he would not love his country f If any, fpeak ; for him. 
have I oflFended: I paufe for a reply- 

6. None ? then none haye ' I oflFended. I have done 
no more to Cefar, than you ibould do to Brutus. And ar 
I flew my beft lover for the good of Rome, I referve the 
fame dagger for my fell*, whenever it (hall pleafe my couiij- 
try to need my death. 



JUBA AND SlfPHAX, 



.J^^/la DYPH.'VX, I joy to meet thee thus aloW 
I have obferv'd />f late thy looks are fall'n, 
O'ercafl with gloomy cares and &ttota«>fcV 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOR. zvt 

iTien tell me, Syphax, I conjure thee, tell me 
What are the thoughts that knit thy brow in frowns, 
And turn thine eye thus coldly, on thy prince ? 

Syphax 'Tis not my talent to conceal my thoughts^. 
Or carry fmiles or funfliine in my face, 
When difcontent fits heavy at my heart : ■ 
1 have not yet fo much of the Roman in me« 

Jub. Why doft thou caft out fuch ungenerous terms 
Againft the lords and fovereigns of the world ? 
Doft not thou fee mankind fall* down before them,.. 
And own the force of their fuperior virtue ? 
Is there a- nation in the wilds of Afric, 
Amidft our barren rocks and burning fands. 
That does not tremble at the Roman name ; ' 

Syph, Where is the worth that fets this people up- 
Above your own Numidia's tawny fons ? 
So thej with tougher finews bend the bow i • 
Or flies the javelin fwifter to its mark, 
JLaunch'd from the vigor of a Roman arm ? " 
Who, like our adive Afiican, inflru^s 
The fiery fteed, and trains him to his hand ? ' 
Or guides in troops the embattled elephant, 
Laden with war? Thefe, thefe are arts, my prince,- 
Zti which your Zama does not ftpop to Rome. 

yub, Thefe all are virtues of a meaner rank,. 
Perfedions that are plac'd in bones and nerret^ 
A Roman foul is bent on higher views ; 
To civilize the rude unpolifh'd world» . 
To lay it under the reftraint of la«4 ; 
To make man mild, and foci able CO man ; 
To cultivate the wild licentiou> favage 
With wifdom, dilcipline^ and liberal arts ; * 
The eftablifhments of life ^ virtues like thjefe 
Make human nature (hine, reform the fool, 
And break our fierce barbarians inta men. 

Sypbi Patience, jnft heav'ns ! — Ex€uie an old masfr 
warmth. 
What su'e thofe wondrotrs civflisioff arts, 
This Roman polifh, and this fmooth behavior, 
That render man thus trateble and tame ? 
Are they not only to difgaife oar paffioHsi. 
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To fet our looks at variance with our thoughts^ 
To check the ftaits and fallies of the foul. 
And break o£F all its cominerce with the tongue i 
In fhort) to change us into other creatures 
Than what our nature and the gods defign'd us ? 

yud. To ftrike thee dumb, turn up thy eyes to Cato! 
There may'ft thou fee to what majeftic height 
The Roman virtues liftrnp mortal man. 
While goody and juft» and anxious for his friends, 
Jie^s ft ill ieverely bent againft himfelf : 
Renouncing fleep, and reft, and food» and eafe. 
He ftrives with thirft and hunger, toil and heat ^ 
And when his fortune fets before him all 
The pomp and pleafure that his foul can wiih, 
Hb rigid virtue will accept of none* 

Sypb Believe me, prince, there's not an Africa» 
That traverfes our vaft Numidian deferts 
In queft of prey, and lives upon his bow, 
But better pradifes thefe boafted virtues. 
Coarfe are his meals, the fortune of the chafe, 
Am id ft the running ftream he flakes his tbirft. 
Toils all the day, and at the approach of night. 
On the firft friendly bank he throws him down. 
Or refts his head upon a rock till morn ; 
Then rifes freih, purfues the wonted game ; 
And if the following day he chance to find 
A new repaft, or an untafted fpring, 
Sieves his ftars, and thinks it luxury. 

Jfub, Thy prejudices, Syphax, won't difcarn 
What virtues grow from ignorance and what from choice. 
Nor how the hero differs from the brute. 
But grant that others could with equal' glory 
Look down on pleafiires and the baits of fenfe ; 
Where ihall we find the man that bears afflid^ion. 
Great and majeftic in his griefs, like Cato ? 
• See, with what ftrength, what fteadinefs of mind^ 
He tiiumphs in the midft of all his fufferings ! 
How does he rife againft a load of woes, 
And thank the gods that threw the weight upon htm !. 

SjpL *Tis pride, rank pride, and haughtinefs of foul : 
I think the Romaic call it ftoiclTm* 
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Had not your royal father thought fo highly 

Of Roman virtue and of Cato's caufe, '^ 

He had not fallen by a Slave's hand inglorious*; 

Nor would his flaughter'd army now have lain 

On iifric's fands, disfigured with their woundSf 

To gorge the wolves and vulcures of Numidia. 

J^ulf. Why deft thou^all my forrows up afrefh^ 
My father's name brings tears into my ejes. 

Syph, Oh, that you'd profit by your father's ills ! 

JuL What wouldft thou have me do ?- 

Syph, Abandon Cato. 

Jub^ SpyhaX) 1 (hould be more than twice an^orpluui^- 
By fuch a lofs 

Syph. Ay, there's the tie that bindd you ! 
You long to call him father, Marda's charms 
Work in your heart unfeen^ and plead for Cato. 
No wonder you are deaf to all I fay. 

Jub. Syphax, your zeal becomes importunate «; ^ 
I've hitherto permitted it to rave, 
And talk at large ; but learn to keep it in, 
X*e(l it ihould tiftke more freedom than I'll give il. 

Syph. Sir, your great father never u^'d me thuSi. 
Alas, he's dead ! but can you e^fer forget 
The tender forrows, and the pangs of nature^ 
The fond embraces, and repeate<^ bleffings. 
Which you drew from him in your lail ^rewell ? 
Still muft I cherilh the dear, fad remembranc^»^ 
Ax once to torture, and to pl^afe my, foul. 
The good old king, at parting wrung my hand/ . 
(His eyes bumful of tears) thep fighin^ cry'd^ 
Pr'ythee be- careful of my fon I-i— His grief 
Swell'd up fo high he could not utter more. 

Jub. Alas, the ftory melts aw;ay my foul ! 
The beft of fathers i how (hall 1 difcharge 
The gratitude and duty which 1 owe him I 

Syph. By laying up his counfeU in your heart. 

Jub. His counfeU bade me yield to thy direAions.'.. 
Then, Syphax, chide me in fevereft terms ; 
Vent aU thy pailion, and I'll ftand its fhock. 
Calm and unruffled as a fummer's fea. 
When not a breath of wind flies o'er its iurfaciu^. 
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Svpb. Alasy mj prmcey I'll guide you to your fafety, 

j^L I do believe thou wpuldft ; but tell me how ? 

Syph, Fly from the fate of Cefar's foes. 

yu6. My father fcoin'd to do it. 

Sy;,L find therefore dy'd. • 

yid* Better to die ten thoufand deathsi 
Than wound my honor. 

Sypb Rather ihij your love. 

Jub. Syphaxy Pioe promisM to preferve my temper ^ 
Why wilt thou urge roe to conf efs a Hame 
I long have (lifled and would fain conceal ? 
' Sypb. Believe me^ prince, tho' hard to conquer love^ 
'Tis eafy to divert aiid break its force. 
Tbe glowing dames of Zama's royal cooft 
Have faces flafli'd with more exalted charms ;^ 
Tli0'fun that rolls his chariot o'er their heads 
Works up more fire and color in their cheeks ^ 
Were you with thefCf my prince, you'd foon forg^l^ 
The ps^e> unripeu'd beauties of the North. 

JFub. 'Tis not a fet of features^ nor complexion* 
The tinAure of tbe £kin that I admire. 
Beauty foon grows familiar to the lover^ 
Fades in his eyes» and palls upon the fenfe. 
The virtuous Marcia towers aboTe her fex. 
See how the lovely maid improves her charms> 
With inward greatnefs, vnaffe^ed wifdomi 
And fan^ity of manners. Cato's foul 
Shines out in every thing ihe a^s or fpeaks. 
While winning mildnefs and attractive imilet 
Dwell in her looks, and with becoming grace 
Soften the rigor of her father's virtues. 

Sypb» How does your tongue grow wanton in her prai& 1 



General Wolfe's Address to his 

Army. 

1 CONGRATULATE you, my brave coun- 

ajmen, and fellow foldiers, on the fpiric and fuccefs witk 

which jovL hvrt executed \]biu im^oxxaktkX y^vx of mr eater* 
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priie. The formidable Heights of Abraham are now fur- 
mounted ; and the city of Quebec, the obje^ of all our 
toils, now Hands in full view before us. 

2. A perfidious enemy, who have dared to ezafperate 
you by their cruelties, but not to oppofe you on equal 
ground, are now conftrained to face you on the open plain^ 
without ramparts or entrenchments to (helter them. 

3. You know too well the forces which compofe then: 
army to diead their fuperior numbers. A few regular troops 
from Old France, weakened by hunger and ficknefs, who 
when frefh were unable to wrthftand Britiih foldiers, are 
their general's chief dependence. 

4. Thofe numerous companies of Canadians^ infolenty 
mutinous, unfteady and ill difciplined, have exercifed his ut- 
mod ikill to keep them together to this time ; and as foon 
as their irregular ardor is damped by one firm fire, they 
will inftantly turn their backs and give you no further trou- 
ble but in the purfuit. 

5. As for thofe favage tribes of Indiansy whofe horrid 
yells in the forefts have ilruck many a bold heart with af- 
fright, terrible as they are with the tomahawk and ftalp- 
ing knife, to a fiying and proftrate foe, you have experienced 
how little their ferocity is to be dreaded by refolute men 
upon fair and open ground. You can now only confider 
them as the juft objedls of a fevere revenge for the unhap- 
py fate of many flaughtered countrymen. 

6. This day puts it into your power to terminate the 
fatigues of a fiege which has fo long employed your courage 
and patience. Po^efFed with a full confidence of the cer- 
tain Tuccefs which Britifh valor mud gain over (uch enemieSf 
I have led you up thefe fteep and dangerous rocks ; only 
ioliciious to (how you the foe within your reach. 

7. The impoilibility of a retreat makes no difference ia 
the fituation of men refolved to conquer or die ; and be- 
lieve me my friends, if your conqueft could be bought with 
the blood of your General, he would mod cheerfully refiga 
a lite which he has long devoted to bis country* 
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FOSCARI, THE UNFORTUNATE VENETIAN. 

JL HE^moft afiedling inftance of the odious m- 
fiexibility of Vtoetian courts, appears in the cafe of Fofcaeri, 
fon of the Doge of that name.- This youn^ mao had, by 
fome imprudences, given ofience to the Senate, and iR^as, 
by their orders, confined at Trevifo, when Almor Donato, 
one of the Council of Ten, was afTaflinated, on the 5 th of 
November, i45Gr; as he entered his own'houfe. 

2. A reward, in ready money, with. pardon for this or 
any other crime, and a penfien of two hundred ducats, re» 
vertible to children, was promifed to anyperfon who would 

■difcover the planner or perpetrator of this crime. No fuch 
difcovery was made. 

3. One of young Fofcari's footmen, named Oliver, had 
been obferved loitering near Donato's houfe, on the evening 
of the murder ; he fled from Venice next morning. Thefe, 
with other circumftances of lefs importance, created a ftrong 
fufpicion that Fofcarihad engaged this man to commit the 
miitder. 

4. Oliver wat taken, brought to Venice, put to the 
^torture, and confeffed nothing ; yet the Council of Ten, 
being prepofTefled with an opinion of their guilt, and ima« 
gining that the mafter would have lefs refolution, ufed him 
m the fame cruel manner. The unhappy young man, in j 
the midft of his a^i^ny, continued to aflerd tjiat he knew 
nothing of the aflaiIii)ation. 

5. This t:onvinced the court of his firmnefs, but BOt of 
hit innocence ; yet as there was no legal proof of his giMlt, 
they could. not fentence him to death. He was cbadenifidl 
to pafs the reft of )his life inbanifhmenty at Caaea, in ijhe 
iiland of Candia. 

6. This unfortunate youth bore his exile with noit 
impatience than he had done the rack ; he often wrote to 
his relations and friends praying them to intercede in his 
behali, that the term of his banifhment might be abridged, 
and tlr^t he might be permitted to return to his family be- 

fore he died. All his applications were &«itlefa ^ diofe 



THE AMERICAN PRECEPTOil. z 1 7 

to whom he addreffed hlmfelf had never interfered in his 
favor, for fear of giving offence to the obdurate Council, 
or had interfered in vain. 

7. After langutihing Bwe years in exile, having loft all 
hope of return, through the inter pofition of his own family 
cr cuuntiymen, in a fit of del'pair he addreHed the Dnkeof 
Milan, putting him in mind of fer vices Which the Doge, 
his father, had rendeied him, and begging that he woula 
ufe his powerful influence with the ftate of Venice, that 
his fentence mighr be recalled. 

8. He intrutted his letter to a merchant, going from 
Canea, to Venice, who promifed to take ihe firtt opportu- 
nity of fending it from thence to the Duke ; inftead of 
which, this wretch, ^s foon as he arrived at Venice, deliv- 
ered It to the chiefs of rhe Council of Ten. 

9. This conduft of young Fofc-^ri appeared crhninal in 
the eyes of thofe judges ; for by the laws of the Kepublic^ 
all its fubjedls are exprefsly forbidden claiming the protec- 
tion of foreign princes, in any thing which relates to the 
government of Venice. 

10. FoA:ari was therefore ordered to be brought from 
Candia, and (hut up in the State prifon. There the chiefs 
of the Council of Ten ordered him once more to be put to 
the torture, to draw from him the motives which deter- 
mined him to apply to the Duke of Milan. Snch an exer- 
tion of law is, indeed, the moft flagrant injuftice. 

1 1. The miferable youth declared to the Council, that 
he wrote the letter in the foil perfualion that the merchant, 
whofe charaAer he knew would betray him, and deliver it 
to them ; the con(equence of which, he forefaw, would be 
his being ordered back a prifoner to Venice, the only means 
he had m his power of feeing his parents and friends ; a 
pleafure for which he had languifhed, with unfurmountable 
defire, for fome time, and which he was willing to purchafe 
at the expenfe of any danger or pain. 

12. The jud^, little affeded with this generons in- 
ftance of filial piety, ordained, that the unhappy young 
man ihonld be carried back to Candia, and there be im« 
prifoned for a year, and remain baniflied to that ifland for 
Ufe ; with this condkiop» that UP he Ihould make any more 

T 
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applications to foreign powers, his imprifonment (hould be 
perpetual At the fame time they gave permiffion, that 
the Doge and his lady might vifit their unfortunate fon. 

1 3. The Doge was, at this time, very old ; he had 
been in pofll (Con of the office above thirty years. Thofe 
wretched parents had an interview with their fon in one of 
the apartments of the palace ; they embraced him with all 
the tendemefs which his misfortunes and his filial affedion 
dederved. 

14. The father eihorted him to bear his hard fate with 
firmnefs. The fon protefted, in the moft moving terms, 
that this was not in his power ; that however others could 
fupport the difihal lonelinefs.of a piifon, he could not; 
that his heart was formed for friendfliip, and the reciprocal 
endearments of focial life ; without which, his foul funk 
into dejeAion worfe than death, from which alone he fhould 
look for relief, if he fhould again be confined to the hor- 
rors of a prifon ; and, melting into tears, he funk at his fa- 
ther's feet, imploring him to take compaffion on a fon who 
had ever loved him with the moft dutiful afFedion, and who 
was perfectly innocent of the crime of which he was ac- 
cufed* 

J 5. He conjured hini by every bend of nature and re- 
ligion* by the bowels of a father and the mercy of a Re- 
deemer, CO ufe his influence with the Council to mitigate 
their fentence, that he might be faved from the moft cruel 
of all deaths, that of expiring under the (low tortures of a 
broken heart, in a horrible banifliment from every creature 
he loved. " My fon," replied the Doge, " fubmit to the 
laws of your country, and do not ^(k. of me what is not in 
my power to obtain/' 

1 6. Having made this eflFort, he retired to another apart- 
ment ; and unable to (upport any longer the acutenefs of 
his feelings, funk into a ftate of infenfibility, in which con- 
dition he remained till fome time after his fon had failed on 
his return to Candia. 

t 17. Nobody has prefumed to defcribe the arguilh of 
the wretched mother. Thofe who are endowed wiih the 
moft ezquifite fenfibility, and who have experienced dif- 
tieifes hi lome degree fimilar, will have the jufteft idea tt 
what It was. 
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1 8. The accumulated mifery of thofe unhappy parents 
touched the hearts of fome of the moft powerful Senators 
who applied with To much energy for a complete pardon 
for young Fofcari, that they were on the point of obtaining 
it ; when a vciTel arrived from Candia» with tidings, tliat 
the miferable youth had expired in prifon a fhort time after 
his return. 

1 9. Some years after this, Nicholas Erizzo, a noble 
Venetian, being on his death bed confefTed that, bearing 
a violent refentment againft the Senator Donato, he had 
committed the afTailination for which the unhappy family 
of Fofcari had fuffered fo much. 

20. At this time the forrows of the Doge were at an 
end ; he had exifted only a few months after the death of 
his Ton His life had been prolonged, till he beheld his 
fon perfecnted to death for an infamous crime ; but not till 
he fhould fee tliis foul ftain wafhed from his family, and 
the innocence of his beloved fon made manifeft to the 
world. 

21. The ways of Heaven never appeared more dark 
and intricate, than in the incidents and cataftrophe of this 
mournful (lory. To reconcile the permiflion of fuch events 
to our ideas of infinite power and goodnefs, however diffi- 
cult, is a natural attempt in the human mind, and has ezer« 
cifed the ingenuity of philofophers in all ages ; while in the 
eye of Chriftians, thofe feeming perplexities afford an addi- 
tional proof, that there will be a future ftate in which the 
ways of God to man will be fully juftified. 



Part of Cicero's Oration against 

Verres. 

1 ASK now, Verres, what you have to advance 
againft this ch-irge ? Will you pretend to deny it ? Will 
you pretend thit any thing falfe, that even any thing ag- 
gravated is alledged againll >ou ? 

2. Had any prince, or any ftate, committed the fame 
OTitrage agaiaft die privilege of Roman citizensyftovld we 
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not think we had fufiicient reafon for declaring immediate 
war againft them ? 

5. Wliiit pnnifbment, then» ought to be inflided upon 
a tyrannical and wicked praetor, who dared, at no greater 
diftance than Sicily, within fight of the Italian coaft, to put 
to the infamous death of crucifixion that unfortunate and 
innocent citizen, Publius Gavius Co&nus, only for his hav^ 
ing afFerted his privilege of citizenfhip, and declared his 
intention of appealing to the juftice of his country againft a 
«ruei oppreflbr, who had unjuftly confined him in prifon a| 
Syracufe, whence he had juft made his eicape. 

4. The unhappy man, arretted as he was going to em- 
bark for his native country, is brought before the wicked 
prsetor. With eyes darting fury, and a countenance diA 
tor ted with cruelty, he orders the helplefs victim of hb 
rage to be dripped, and rods to be brought ; aecuiing him^ 
Iftut without the lead fhadow of evidence, or even of fuf- 
picion, of having come to Sicily as a fpy. 

5* It was in vain that the unhappy man cried cut, *< I 
am a Roman ciiizen ; I have (erved under Lucius Pretius^ 
who is now at Panormus, and will atteft my innocence.^ 
The blood ihirRy prsetor, deaf to all he could urge in his. 
own defence, ordered the infamous punifhment to be in* 
Hi^ed. 

6. Thus, fathers, was an innocent Roman citizen pub« 
lickly mangled with fcourging ; whilfl the only words he 
uttered amidil his cruel fufiferings were, <* I am a Roman 
citizen !" With thefe he hoped to defend himfelf from vi- 
olence and infamy. But of fo little service was this privi- 
lege to him, that while he was afferting his citizeiifhip, the 
order was given for his execution ; for his execution upon 
the crofs ! 

7. O Liberty ! O found, once delightful to every Ro- 
man eari O facred privilege of Roman citizenfhip! once 
facred ! now trampled upon ! But what tlien ? Is it come 
to this ? Shall an inferior magidrate, a governor, who holds 
his power of the Roman people, in a Roman province, 
within fight of Italy, bind, fcourge, torture with fixe and 
redhot plates of iron, and at lad put to the infamous deatk 
^f the crofs, a Ronitm citizen ? 
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8. Shall neither the cries of innocence expiring in ago- 
ny, nor the tears of pitying fpedators, nor the majefty of 
the Roman commonwealth, nor the fear of the juilice of 
his country, reftrain the licentions and wanton cruelty of a 
monder, who, in confidence cf his own riches, (Irikes at 
the root of liberty, ai^d fets mankind at defiance ? 

9- I conclude with expreffing my hopes, that your wif- 
dom and juftice, fathers, will not, by fuffering the atrocious 
and unexampled infolence of Caius Verres to efcape the due 
puniOiment, leave room to apprehend the danger of a total 
fubverfion of authority, and incrodudlion of general anarchy 
and confufion. 



A Dialogue between a Tutor and Pupil, 

ON III Humor. 

Tutor. W HY that four look and thofe fhort 
rpeeches, which you gave your companion, my young 
friend ? Nothing gives me more uneafinefs than to fee per- 
fons in ill humor, and difpofed to torment each other. In: 
the flower of their age, and in the very feaibn of pleafure 
efpecially, why will they wafte the lew days of funfhine in 
difputing and repining 5 and only feel their error, when it 
is too late to repair it ? Ill humor embitters every enjoy- 
ment, and turns a paradife into a place of mifery 

PufiL How can we poffibly appear always happy, whea 
we have fo few happy days ? There is ever fome thorn an- 
nexed to the fweeteft rofe. A bitter difappointment ; an 
unfatisfied defiie ; an unexpe^ed evil is ever prefent to ir- 
ritate and rufHe the mind, and dedroy its peace. 

Tutor. Let us preferve our minds in a difpofition to en- 
joy the good things Heaven fends US| and we (hall be able 
to fupport the evil, when it comes, with redgnation and 
Gompofure. 

PuflL But we cannot always command our tempers ; 
much depends on the conflitution ; and when the body is 
in pain, the mind cannot be at eafe. 

Tutor, Allow it to be a natural difeafe of the mind, to 
be difcompofed by untoward events; but is there bo 
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leir.ec'v for ir ? IvLiy not much be done by prudence and 
:ef'*'i:ii' n toward cumtj^ it : 111 hutr.or may be compared 
•.o ilrin It is iiaiUT.U 'o men tr> It: indolent ; but if once 
ihty g*Jt the bcUf-r or inJclence, ihey txcrt thciT-ftlves with 
Alacrity and a«ftion b!'CO!r:es a real plealure. 

ruftl But \^e aie^ n^.t njiifters of ourfielres ; our feel- 
'ng^ overpower our realon, and even make us nej^left our 
•nreieft. Vou may as well advife miik n:)t to turn four by 
'}v:irg cxpoitfd to the fun, or the ^enfitive plant not to 
J hi Ink 1 1 cm the touch, a.s ilie mhid of man to be unruffled 
hy crois accidcr.ts, and his appearr.r.ce to be calm and 
•Jieerfu', when he fufFcrs infults. injuries or pain. 

Tjtor, Say not what our ftiergrh will cSq^ till we 
have tried i:. Do net the fick conltilt phyficians, fubmit 
to fciupiuous regimen, and the mcft naufeous medicTnes, 
to rcccvei tl eir health ? Why regleft the more pernicious 
difordcrs of the mind ? Why net ufe more diligence and 
care to cur» them ? Wha quality is more defirable than 
f.ocA humor ? It adds charms to virtue, and even lefTens 
:::e harcf'^lnefs of vice. It is cfil-ntlul to focial happinefs ;. 
.tnd when we choofe a companion, whether for sn hour or 
i year, for the journey of a day, or the j' urncy cf life, this 
{:i a prircip'il rfviuifite. 

Pu^U. I ackno\^ledf!;e lis excellency. It is valuable in 
'.r.u*e aniniiils ; it pleai'cs even in a domeftic cat or dog; 
and good ttmpcr is one oi the be!l qualities in a horfe^ 
which no beauty of (hape, color, or eyes can fupply. How 
i-iuich more amiable is it in a fellow beirg ! But what 
in<thods can you prefcrlbe fir « btaining and preferving it ? 
Peih;;ps I m^.y become a proficient it not an adept in this 






Tutor. Cultivate benevolent difpofitions. Accuftom 

vourfeif to turn your mind from deformed and painful ob- 

v:<?iS to <C'.'nes of moral and na«ural beauty. Think how 

anreafopjihle and cruel is ill humor Is it not enough that 

wo are wiil.out the power to make another happy, but muft 

%ve deprive him of the fatisfadhon, which if left to him- 

ielf, he is frequently capable of erjoying? It is often mean 

and coutemptible. When a man is in ill hnmor, why does 

he net hide, it, and bear the burden of it himfelf, without 

int9nvptiv,g, tie pleafuie of o\iiw^l ikcaufe he is cos- 
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Tcicus of wantinjy worth, is full of that envious difcontent 
which loolifh vaniry produces, and dlflikes to fee people 
happy xinlcfs their h.ippinefsis his own v,'oik. 

Pupli Dei'pi cable meannefs indeed ! What punifliment 
s'loes he not defer ve, who from fuch motives, ufes his pow- 
er over a human heart to rob it of that real pleafure, which 
it would naturally enjoy ! 

Tutor. Often by fuch a ciuel tyr^^nny, the peace of a 
tender and delicate mind is fo deeply wounded, that every 
f^vor, and every poflible attention afterwards, cannot heal 
it ; domeflic fweets are embittered ; and moral mifcondu^ 
cn'iies. 

Pupil. Henceforth then I will each day inquire what 
n:ood I can render, and what evil avert from mv friends ? 
if, when their minds are tormented by violent paflions, or 
overwhelmed in deep diftrefs, I cannot give them relief, I 
can at lead enJtavcr not to interrupt them in their pleaf^ 
ures ;. and if J cannot augment my own happiaefs, I may 
uvoid diminifhing their*. 

Tutor, A noble refolution ! worthy an ingenuous heart! 
As every indulgence of pallion makes a fecond indulgence 
more natural, fo every vidlory over it makes a fecond con- 
.|ueil more eafy. By the habitual exercife of the gentle 
and tender affe<fHons, you will fecure to yourfelves pure and 
permanent pleafu^re ; you will fpread joy and cheerfulnefs 
all around you ; and be fitted for the perfect enjoyments of 
that world where mceknefs, humanity^ and beneroleBce 
iall have an unceafing reign. 



A SHORT Address to Parents. 

1 O yon, who are parents, nature itfelf hath 
given a tender concern for your children's welfare, as your 
own ; and reminds you juAly, that, as you hare brought 
them into the dangers of life, your bufinefs is to provide 
that they get well through them. 

2. Now, the only prc'vifioij commonly attended to, of 
wealth and honors, can never produce happtnefs, unlefs the 
znindj on which %11 depends, be taught coen|oy them^to^ 
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erly. Fortune, without this, will but lead ihem to more 
abandoned Tallies of extravagance, and expofe them to more 
public cenfuie 

3 Education then is the great care with w*hich you are 
entrufted ; fcarcely more for their fakes than your own. 
You may be negligent of your fon's inftru^ion. but it i& on 
you as well as himfelf, that his ignorance and contemptible- 
aefs will bring b )th reproach and inconvenience. You may 
be regardlefs of his morals ; but you may be the perfon 
who will. at laft moft leverely feel the want of them. 

4. You may be indifferent about his religion ; but re- 
member, dutifulnefs to you is one great principle of reli- 
gion, and all the reft promote fuch habits 9s yon may bit- 
terly repent (when it is too late^ your omiffion to cultivate 
in him ; and you may live and die miferable on his account^ 
whom timely care would have made your joy and comfort* 

5. Therefore, in a ca(e of fuch moment, let no falfe 
fhame nor favorite p?fllon prevail over you, but " Give 
your hearts wholly to the Lord who made yoa." Lay the 
foundation of your lives here, on the firm ground of Chrif- 
tian faith ; and build upon it whatever is juft and good, 
worthy and noble, till the (budure be complete in moral 
beauty. 

6. The world, into which your children are entering, 
lies in wait for them with variety of temptations. Unfavor- 
able fentiments of religion will (bon be fuggefled to them, 
and all the fnares of luxury, falfe honor and intereft, fpread 
in their way, which, with moH of their rank, are too fuc- 
cefsful, and to many, fatal. 

7. Happy the few, who in any part of life become fen- 
fible of their errors, and with painful refolution tread back 
the wrong fteps which they have taken ! 

8 But happieft of men is he, who by an even courfe 
of right condud, from the firft, as far as human frailty per- 
mits, hath at once avoided nhe miferies of fin, the forrows 
of repentance, and rhe diffi jultles of virtue ; who not only 
can think of his preient ftaie with compofure» but reflet 
on his paft behavior with thankful approbation ; and look 
forward with unmixed joy to that important future houTy 
'When he (hall appear before God, and humbly offer to kim 
s^ whok life /peat in hi« feivice; 
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A s£Riou9 Address from a Preceptor to 

HIS Scholars. 

X AM truly fenfible of the important truft fer 
pofed in me, and cannot but feel a folicitude to difcharge it 
with propriety. I will not fay that the pecuniary emolu- 
ment aiifing from it is by any means indi£Ferent to me* 
No man would facrifice his eafe, and enter into an anxious- 
employ ment* without a defire of thofe rewards which are- 
allotted to induflry. 

2. And it is equitable that he» who is willing to (lep 
forward and render faimfelf extenfively ufeiul to others*^ 
fhould derive fuch advsintaftes from his exertions, as may 
render his old age eafy and refpedted, or provide for the 
wants of a rifing family. 

3. But I mull declare on the other hand, that the fat* 
isfaclion arifing. from a confciournefs of performing the dcu 
ty incumbent on me, and rendering a fervice equivalent to 
the recompence, fwectens every labor, and gives additional 
value to the pecuniary compenfation. 

4. You are placed here for two purpoies \ the improve* 
ment of the underdanding, and the formation of virtuous 
principles for the guidance of your moral condudl. Im." 
provemeatof.the underClanding, is apparently the firfl objeft 
in your entrance at fchool ; but it cannot be doubted but 
that improvement of the heart is really efteemed by ihofe 
to whom you are mod dear, at a higher price ihan the 
finell accompliihment of the mofl cultivated intelle^. 

5. It is your budnefs to unite theie eftimable obje^fcsy 
and to iufFer your hearts and underftandings ta vie with' 
each other in the purfuit of excellence. The principal pur- 
poliB of my frequent addreffes is to promote the kno>*IeJge 
and the pra&ice of the Cfaridian religion ; and in the per- 
formance of this purpofe, I ni;ill of neceflicy be led to rec« 
ommend the pureft fyftem of morality. Ethics, improved 
and exalted by the Chrifti.m religion, become the guides t» 
real wifdom and folid happineA:, to which they could nev- 
er attain when taught only in the fchools of heathen ph& 
Ibfophy, - ■ 
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6. In the religious part of yotir education, it is not esr 
pedtcd that you Ih mid be engnged in the pr< found difquid- 
tions (.}f chertldgy. The plain do^rines of the teligion which 
you h'Ave be-rn taught to profefs muft be explained to you ; 
but the principle bufiaefs is to open y jur heart» for th*- re- 
ctption.of thole ient'ments and precepts, which conduce to 
the diredbiGU of your anions in the employment and en- 
gagements of your iubftqiitni life. 

7. In the firft place, 1 muft then remind you of the ne- 
ceOity of reading the Scriptuxes: that is, of drinking the 
(acred waters at the fountain. But to read the Scriptures 
to advantagt^, judgment is neceifdry ; and as judgment at 
your age is not mature, you muft feek and follow the di- 
reftions of your inftriidors. 

8. At your age, the plaineft, and moft perfpicuous paf- 
fages will beft deierve and reward your attention. The 
hillorical parts of the Old Tefl^ment will entertain you, if 
you confider them only in a claftlcal view as valuable paf- 
fages of ancient hiftory j but I chiefly refer you to the 
books which more immediately conduce to moral inftruc- 
tion. 

9. If you read the Old Teftament with a tafte for its 
beauties, you will accomplifh two important purposes at the 
fame time. You will acquire a knowledge of the Holy 
Bible, which is your duty ; and you will improve your talte 
and judgment, which is your bufinefs as ftudents in the 
courfe of a polite education. 

10. The New Teftament requires the peculiar attention 
of every one who profeiTes himfelf a Chriftian. But here 
alfo judgment is neceffiry to diredl the ftudent in the mode 
of his ftudy. To one who has not the requifite ibare of 
introduftory knowledge, the Gofpel will appear to contain 
many difficulties. 

(I. As you cannot yet engage in theological ftudies, I 
muft recommend it to you to take up the Teftament with 
that humility which becomes all human creatures, but 
more particularly perfons fo y^ung as you are, and fo def-^ 
litute of all that knowledge which can enable you to form 
a decidve opinion in divinity. 

* 2. You will do right to pay particular attention to the 
jtermoa on the mounti and to that admiral epitome of all 
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moral philofophr, the rule of doiDg to others as we v/itk 
chem to do to us [f you pay due ohedience to this pre- 
cept, you will nerer hefitate in determining what part yon 
(hail ad whenever d fficulties occur. 

.3. It will however be proper that you (hould at an ' 
early age tam>liarize to your mind the language of the 
Scriptu/es, in all their parts, though you (hould not be able 
fully to comprehend them You will fbns ti« jfureup ma- 
ny ufeful piflTiges in your mciTiory, wh'ch, on many occa- 
fions in the courie ot your lives, may he nfefnl 

i-^. A very early acquaintance with tlie words of the 
Old and New Tetlamenc, even before any adequate ideas 
of their meaning have been obtained, has been found ufeful 
in fubfcqnent life to the profefled divine 

15. -ind here I cannoi but animadvert on the prevalent 
neglcft of the Holy Scriptures ; a neglect which too plain- 
ly indicates a faint belief in the doftnnes which they con- 
tain, and which ought to animate every parent and inRruc- 
tor in the bufmefs of infudng religious fentiments and a rev- 
erence for the Scriptures while the mind is mod fufceptible 
of deep imprefilons. 

t6. You who conftitute a part of therifing generation, 
will exert yourfelves in removing an evil which menaces 
the ruin of the national morals and profperity. They in- 
deed, who are capable of a fentiment fo enlarged as this» 
exhibit a manlinefs of mind^ which is the more honorable 
to them as it is uncommon at their age. 

17. In the religious part of your education, it would be 
a di (graceful omiiuon to negledt the catechifm. I recom- 
mend it LO you as a ufeful, though humble guide, and I 
wifh to warn you ag linft that pride of heart which induces 
fome pexfons to flight it, and from that fpirit of cenforiouf- 
nefs, which caufe* in others a diflike of all that contradicts 
their own purt'cular perfuafion. 

18. M tke it a rule never to be violated, to pray night 
and morning It is indeed true that in this, and other 
fclio >ls, it is u'ual to begin and end the eiercifes of the 
day with prayer ; but I am forry to fay, that this is oftes 
confiderf^d as a mere formality. You will pay attentfoil 
to this duty, and you will alfo repeat other prayers at ly- 
ing down on your pillowi and rifiDig from iu 
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19. You will in Tain exped fuccefi in jonr ftadies, um- 
lefs you implore a blefling on them from Heaven ; or if 
you (hould be permitted by Proridence to make a proficien- 
x> in knowledge for the fake of others, you will not deiive 
from your acquifition that degree of happinefs which you 
wcyld otherwil'e enjoy. You muft aik the Giver of every 
good gilt for that moft valuabk giftof literary improvement. 

20. You are apt at your age to be thoughtlefs. You 
enjoy health and fpirits. You are ftrangexs to the cares of 
the world. Cheerfulnefs indeed becomes you ; but let me 
prevail with you, when I entreat you to contider the value 
of time, and the importance of making a good ufe of it. 

2 i Confider your parents. Form an idea of the anx* 
iety which ihey feel on your account. You muft have ob- 
ferved how eagerly they wifh for your improvement They 
feel a laudable ambition, which prompts them to dcfire that 
you may arrive at eminence in whatever profefli;m or em- 
ployment you may hereafter be engaged by Providence. 

22. To them it would be a pairdful fight to fee you con- 
temptible, and unfuccefsful. But nothing can vindicate you 
from contempt, or infure your fuccefs foeffedtually as perfon- 
al merit, or the qualities of a good difpofition, adorned with 
a competent fhare of human learning and accompliOiments. 

23. Your parents do all in their power to promote your 
Improvement ; but after all, they cannot but know that it 
remains with yourfelves to give efficacy and final good fuc- 
cefs to their .endeavors. The mind is not like a vefTcl, in- 
fo 'which may be poured any quantity of whatever the pof- 
feifor choofes to infufe. It is rather like a plant, which, by 
the operation of its own internal powers, imbibes the nu- 
triment a£Forded by the earth. 

24. But, not to dwell on fimilies, it is certain, that 
your inftruAors can ferve you only in conjunction with 
your own efforts. Let me then entreat you to exert your- 
felves, if you have any regard for your parents, whofe 
happinefs fo effentially depends on your condud ; if you 
have any regard for your own honor, fuccefs, and com- 
fort ; if you hope to be ufeful and refpeCted m focietyi and 
happy ia a future ftate. -| 
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